
Wesley United Church 

 Council Meeting by Zoom 
August 18, 2021 7:00 pm 

 
Wesley United Church, located on Treaty 4 land, is an Affirming Ministry of Jesus Christ, nurturing 

spiritual exploration and growth. We advocate for justice and social action. We love and care for 

ourselves and our neighbours throughout the world. 

 

Present: 

 Name Position on Council 

  President 

 Stephanie Dove Past President 

 Elaina St. Onge Vice-President 

 Al Goudie Secretary 

 Jim Chernick Treasurer 

 June Blau Admin & Finance Division Coordinator 

 Frances Goudie Christian Education Division Coordinator 

 Linda Paul Pastoral Care Division Coordinator 

  Pastoral Care Division Coordinator 

        Tessa Whyte Ministry & Personnel Division 

Coordinator 

  Worship Division Coordinator 

 Carolyn Woodall Intentional Interim Minister 

 Kent Stewart        Transition Team Representative 

   

   

          

   

         R = Regrets  P = Partial 

  

 



          1.   Call to order 

   Elaina called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  Elaina asked everyone to 
introduce themselves, starting with Rev. Carolyn. 

2.   Opening reflection – Jim 

3.   Approval of agenda 

Motion 2021-54:  That the agenda be approved as amended.  M/S Kent 
Stewart/Linda Paul – carried. 

4.   Approval of minutes from June 17, June 27 and July 14 Council meetings 

  Motion 2021-55:  That the minutes of the meeting of June 17, 2021 be 
adopted.  M/S Al Goudie/June Blau – carried. 

  Motion 2021-56:  That the minutes of the meeting of June 27, 2021 be 
adopted.  M/S Al Goudie/Tessa Whyte – carried. 

  Motion 2021-57:  That the minutes of the meeting of July 14, 2021 be 
adopted.  M/S Al Goudie/Frances Goudie – carried. 

5.  Transition Team report.  Kent welcomed Carolyn to her new ministry.  The 
Transition Team will be meeting with Carolyn on the 25th to touch base and 
develop some strategies to move forward. 

6.   Consent Agenda 

             6.1.            Vice President’s Report 

              6.2.               Past president's report 

              6.3                President’s report 

              6.4             Christian Education 

              6.5             Administration and Finance – removed from the consent agenda  

             6.6             Ministry and Personnel 

             6.7             Treasurer 

              6.8             Pastoral Care. – removed from the consent agenda. 

              6.9             Social Justice 



              6.10              Worship 

 6.11  Staff 

 6.12  WUC/UCAS Liaison Committee 

Motion 2021-58:  That the Consent Agenda be approved with the Admin & 
Finance and Pastoral Care reports removed. M/S Jim Chernick/Stephanie Dove 
– carried. 

Reports removed from the Consent Agenda: 

Pastoral Care.  Linda reported that Norm Bray died.  Shirley Dodds is Norm’s 
sister and Linda spoke to her.  Linda reported that Beulah Stinson died.  Wilma 
Wessel has had an operation.  Linda would like someone else to take over 
sending cards to members in need of contact. 

Admin & Finance.  Report attached. 

 7.  Old Business 

7.1 Blueberry Sale.  Report attached. 

7.2 Resumption of face to face worship.  Discussion included the following 
comments: 

• Elaina commented given that cases are again rising and the Delta variant 
is a concern things are complicated. 

• Carolyn said that she is double vaccinated.  The arrangement of the 
space is such that she would be comfortable taking her mask off during 
worship.  She is not sure about the congregation singing.  She is waiting 
to hear from Trisha Gerhard for guidance.  Perhaps continue to not 
shake hands, maintain distance, do contact tracing.  Some United 
Church congregations are asking people to stay home if not vaccinated.  
That is pretty radical.   We want to be an inclusive church, but if we’re 
not expecting people to be vaccinated and masked there will be those 
who choose not to come. 

• Elaina spoke to a cousin in Prince Albert, whose church is still online at 
same time as conducting in person services. 

• Kent noted that Knox-Met is resuming in person September 12.  It is 
difficult to know given the increase in case numbers.  If we’re going to 
have in person worship it should be with all the safety precautions.  We 



shouldn’t be excluding.  Perhaps we should start in person services, 
keeping in mind where the numbers are but continue online worship. 

• June said that they will not be attending as long as the numbers are 
where they are.  Masks protect others not yourself. 

• Linda would like to see in person services but keep on with live 
streaming.  It would be best if we wore masks.  We have to decide about 
the renters.  She thinks the renters should all be masked. 

• Stephanie said that her family is fully vaccinated.  She would come to 
services but respects that not everyone feels the same. 

• Tessa asked if we should keep to a maximum of 40 attendees. 

• Frances said she doesn’t think we can make vaccination rules for the 
renters.  They have to decide who they will welcome in.  We can ask for 
face masks and distancing. 

• Carolyn said that this morning, SK has the highest rate of infection, 
predominantly an unvaccinated group, like a runaway train.  We would 
need to continue with the same level of distancing.  She thinks it is 
acceptable to ask renters to continue with contact tracing.  We should 
ask Tina to work with renters to minimize shared spaces so there is no 
crossover in the bathrooms. 

• Al said that the virus has not gone away.  There is an expectation that 
we will resume in person worship.  He feels we should resume on 
September 12 but with all the safety protocols that were in place last 
fall.  We can’t require anyone to be vaccinated. 

• Jim agreed with Al, that we should resume on September 12 with all 
safety protocols. 

Elaina concluded that there is a general feeling that in person worship is a good 
move, with the same protocols as last fall plus continuing to live stream.  It 
cannot hurt us to be cautious, start slow.  We have a new situation with the 
Delta variant.  Be consistent with the renters, same protocols as before.  
Without broader public health requirements we cannot require people to be 
vaccinated.  Stick to a 40 maximum perhaps with overflow options. 

Frances commented this means that there won’t be cake after the first service. 

Carolyn replied that depending on the weather perhaps there could be 
cupcakes in the parking lot after the first service. 



Stephanie suggested that we can encourage people to get vaccinated. 

Carolyn replied that if there is a barrier to access vaccination maybe we could 
provide transportation or a taxi voucher to assist someone to go to a 
vaccination site. 

Elaina will draft an announcement to go to the congregation. 

7.3 UCAS renovations.  Kent reported that the committee met last week.  
UCAS has involved a young man doing a design including signage and a wall in 
the library area.  Discussions are ongoing. 

7.4 Emergency pastoral care policy development – M & P.  No report. 

7.5 Progress on CEBA loan application.  Approved.  The money is sitting in 
the account waiting for the roof work. 

7.6 Meeting with Eastside United Church Leadership Team.  It was agreed 
that we should hold off another couple of months.  There is too much 
uncertainty still.  Keep it on the agenda.  Al will respond to Eastside. 

 8.  August strategy and visioning (new business) – none, 

 9.  Correspondence 

   9.1 Response to letter about halting Crown/Treaty land sales.  Carolyn 
mentioned that on August 16th, during The National on CBC, there was 
a segment beginning at 23:30 about the peat bog on the Lac La Ronge 
First Nation. The peat harvesting company, Lambert Peat Moss, is 
negotiating with the Saskatchewan government for a peat "harvest" of 
2500 hectares for potting soil. Northern peatlands are an even better 
carbon sink than tropical forests. And they hold significant amounts of 
water. The Band has petitioned for this destructive land use to be 
refused. It would take hundreds of years to restore the peatlands even 
in part. 

 10.  Minister’s Report – attached. 

 11.  Next meeting:  September 15 at 7:00 pm by Zoom.  Volunteer for reflection: 
June 

 12.  Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

   _______________________   _______________________ 

   Elaina St. Onge, Vice President  Al Goudie, Secretary 



 

Admin&Finance Report 

   (August 2021) 
 

iDiscover PreSchool 
➢ Resuming this fall; also renting Rm 104 Mon. to Thurs.  Inquired about the Covid guidelines; informed 

that they are the same as in June.  All Preschool staff will be required to be fully vaccinated.         
 
Every Day Sacred Yoga 

➢ Plans to continue with a fall-early winter schedule at the church;  Mon. 6:15 - 7:30 pm, Tue. 9:30 - 10:45 
am – auditorium.                  

 
Autistic Resource Centre 

➢ Successful! Very happy with the Wesley space/facilities.  Ends: August 19, cleanup August 20.        
 
Line Dancers 

➢ Tentatively booked room 107 for fall (Tue. afternoons).     

 
TOPS 

➢ TOPS holding full sessions in auditorium since July 12;  attendance range 10 – 15; Wed. nights.     
  
AA and Alanon 

➢ Two of the groups have inquired about resuming meetings.  Unable to accommodate b/o Camp.  We will 
likely hear from them after August 20.     

 
UCAS  

➢  Advised that Room 105 not available during Autistic Camp.                
 
Inquiries: 

➢ Singing Grannies:   phone call wondering if/when they can return to the church this fall for their 
Thursday afternoon gatherings in room 105.  They usually have between 15-20 attendees. Informed that 
the church has not changed its health and safety measures (room limits, distancing, masking, 
sanitizing), that Council meets soon to review and they would be apprised shortly thereafter.        

➢ Birthday Party, September 25 : tentatively booked, auditorium & kitchen all day for Saturday, a child’s 
birthday party; planned attendance -125 people! Advised that Council was meeting shortly to review the 
church’s policies around Covid & she would be advised.     

➢ Federal Election:  Expected, not yet/  

➢ Question – Would the Council consider requiring full vaccination for facility space users/renters 
(excluding those that do not qualify by age or have a medical exemption)?    

Repairs & Maintenance 
 

➢ Painting:  Minister’s office done; main office underway; color scheme same as minister’s office.            
    

➢ Kitchen Countertop Repair:  done.    

➢ Fibre Optics:  Underground work done; not sure whether we have fibre-optic service or not!     
 
➢ Roof Repairs:  two estimates to fix the upper most part roof of the church (over the auditorium); 

approximately 4,125 sq. ft.  

o Action Roofing ($43,046 including taxes plus any damaged insulation to be replaced at $3.33 
/sq. ft. and rotten decking at $5.50/linear ft.).   



o Budget Roofing ($38,961 including taxes plus any damaged insulation at $7.80/sq. ft.  I am not 
sure if this was decking replacement as well?).  

In the process of getting a third estimate from Save On Roofing.  

We have also received a quote from Action Roofing to repair the bad spots on the lower level of the roof 
(about 1,500 sq. ft. mostly on the south side).  Estimated at $19,381 including taxes and with all the 
same additional costs if any insulation or decking needs replacing.  Plus, if the area is larger the repair 
cost will be $9.35/sq. ft.  Budget Roofing gave an estimate of $4,262 for that area.  

Spring Yard Bee:  An outside work bee was held on June 16 with a small hard working group that pulled weeds, 
trimmed trees, planted perennials and overall made the church grounds more attractive.  

  

   Blueberry Committee Report on Sale 

July 17, 2021  

 

On behalf of the Blueberry Committee, thank you to the Wesley congregation and friends of Wesley 

for their great support of the blueberry fundraiser. 

We sold online through the Wesley website and tickets were also made available.  567 flats (12 pints) 

of blueberries were sold.  Most of the online orders were paid by e transfer. Ticket sales were usually 

paid by cash or cheque through the Wesley church office.  Between June Blau, Karen Stoddart, Dale 

Weisbrot and Tina Blair, there were few problems with payment.   Thank you to the finance team for 

their invaluable work.  More than 80% of our sales this year were online.    

On sale day we had 18 volunteers from the congregation and UCAS and 9 members of the committee 

working on the sale.  Volunteers were asked to bring their own food and drink.  The church was 

available for breaks but we did not prepare any food or drink.  We were very fortunate in the weather.  

Thankfully, we had cloud cover all day on a 33 degree day, but no rain or wind.   

The profit from this year’s sale was $8,178.90   

The Blueberry Committee members are willing to plan another sale next year.      

     

     MINISTER’S REPORT 

It has been helpful to begin at a time when the programming at Wesley is quiet. I have had 
some opportunity to explore the print resources in the minister's study and the library. There 
are some excellent volumes, and serials like Sojourners Magazine and The Observer which 
may support thoughtful reflection on "the state of the Church" both locally and worldwide. 
  
I have appreciated having the opportunity to meet with Lee Stubbe to discuss music in 
worship. He has been very helpful in helping me to find things in the office. 
  
Tessa Whyte and I have met to discuss work scheduling and worship leadership for the fall. 
Glenn Schmuland and I have met as well to facilitate my integration to the Transition Team. 
June Blau welcomed me last week in person as we reviewed the condition of the laptop Tina 
left for me to use initially. 
  



It was a privilege to preside at the burial and memorial for Norman Bray last Friday. I called 
Agnes this morning as today is Norm's birthday. I was able to leave a message of support on 
her voicemail. 
  
I have had an enjoyable time getting to know a number of people through phone calls, the 
memorial lunch, and in person visits. 
  
Cordially, Carolyn 

 


