
 
 

Oct 24, 2021   -   “Living with Courage”   -   Proverbs 3:25-26  
 

OPEN 

 
What is the most fearful thing you have ever done?   One of the most fearful 
experiences I had was during militia training.  We travelled to a range at Albert 
Head on Vancouver Island where we threw a grenade.  Mark Twain stated that 
“Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear, not absence of fear.” 
 
In our series “The Way of Wisdom” from Proverbs 3.  In Proverbs we have 
seen that wisdom is found in Jesus Himself.  That is where our courage 
comes from also: “…in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)   
 
 

DIG 

 
Our text is Proverbs 3:24-26 but our focus will be verses 25-26.  These two 
verses conclude a “condition–consequence” structure.  When we walk in 
discernment (v.21), we will be graced to be gracious (v.22), led to be leaders 
(v.23), calmed to be confident (v.24), and we will experience safety and 
security in God (vv. 25-26).   
 
On closer examination, verses 25-26 are set in a “responsibility–reason” 
structure.  Our responsibility is to expect disaster, but without fear.  Why?  
How?  Because God will deliver us, we can have courage!      
 
ONE:  Disaster expected – v. 25  
 
As we noted already, Jesus Himself warned His followers to anticipate 
opposition.  And what we read in the rest of the NT confirms this.  The same is 
true of Proverbs 3:25 which invites us to brace ourselves, but not fear.  
Whereas the NASB speaks of “trouble from the wicked” the NIV reads “the ruin 
that overtakes the wicked.”  The AMPLIFIED adds to the verse “for you will be 
guiltless.”  I believe the best reading is that danger comes “through” or “via” the 
wicked.  Either way, two factors are in this verse. 
 

• The suddenness of danger 
 

Danger may come suddenly yet it should not be surprising to believers.  
Perhaps the worst condition for a follower of Jesus is to naively think that 
following Him is without danger or opposition.  At the same time, we must not 
live with a martyrdom mentality or an Elijah syndrome (see I Kings 19:1-18).  
“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love 
and self-discipline.” (II Timothy 1:7) 
 

• The source of danger 
 

Danger comes “from the wicked” but ultimately, they are not the enemy of our 
souls.  The wicked will, however, be strategically used as instruments of 
danger.  But people are not our enemy.  “For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood…” (Ephesians 6:12) 
 
Next week I’ll have some specific comments about Halloween and how we can 
find peace amidst all the celebration of fear and death.  Pagan festivals may 
be a context of danger but are not in themselves our enemy. 
 
We struggle is “…against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.” (Ephesians 6:12) 
 
In I Peter 5:6-10 we read, 
 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift 

you up in due time.  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in 

the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the 

world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, 

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little 

while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

 
 

TWO:  Disaster endured – v. 26   
 
From my earliest memories of Sunday School, I was challenged to be a 
courageous Christian. Who were the models?  Joshua: “Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God 
will be with you wherever you go.” (1:9) And there is also Daniel and his band 
of Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego. 
 

Standing by a purpose true, Heeding God’s command, 

Honor them, the faithful few! All hail to Daniel’s band! 

Dare to be a Daniel, dare to stand alone! 

Dare to have a purpose firm!  Dare to make it known. 

Many mighty men are lost, daring not to stand, 



Who for God had been a host by joining Daniel’s band. 

Many giants, great and tall, stalking through the land, 

Headlong to the earth would fall, if met by Daniel’s band. 

Hold the Gospel banner high!  On to victory grand! 

Satan and his hosts defy, and shout for Daniel’s band. 

(Dare To Be A Daniel by Philip P. Bliss, 1873) 
 
However, I was not sure I could ever have Daniel’s courage.  How about you?  
Do you feel the “do not be afraid” of the Bible is simplistic or merely a 
platitude?  That is why verse 26 makes all the difference. 
 
“For the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being 
caught (NASB) / snared (NIV).”  Whether you think of being captured by an 
enemy or an animal trap, the feeling of being unable to free oneself from 
danger is palpable!  But God Himself will become our confidence.  We are not 
commanded to create courage from within but to accept His gift of courage.  
Two things from the OT help us appreciate this kind of dependence. 
 

• Picture – city of refuge 
 

In Numbers 35:9-15 provide for six cities that would receive someone who had 
accidently caused a death, so that a fair trial could be conducted.  Can you 
imagine the fear a manslayer might have until they could come under the 
protection of the city of refuge!?  Of course, these cities were powerful 
teaching tools about God, who is the ultimate “Safe Space”. 
 

• Person – names of God 
 

Names of God that inspire courage are many.  But in the OT (the Psalms 
especially) personify God’s protective presence in some unique descriptions.  
Consider Psalm 18:1-2:  “I love you, LORD, my strength.  The LORD is my 
rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take 
refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”  The great 
hymn “Join All The Glorious Names” was written by Isaac Watts in 1709 (John 
Darwall later wrote the tune in 1770).  This hymn speaks of the amazing 
security which we find in the name of our God. 
 

Now let my soul arise, and tread the tempter down; 

My Captain leads me forth to conquest and a crown: 

A feeble saint shall win the day, though death and hell obstruct the way. 

Should all the hosts of death, and pow’rs of hell unknown, 

Put their most dreadful forms of rage and mischief on, 

I shall be safe, for Christ displays superior pow’r, and guardian grace. 

 

REFLECT 
 
What does it mean when we read in Psalm 84:7 that God’s people “go from 
strength to strength”?  Courage means believing that God is still capable of 

fulfilling His work in and through us even when all that we can see is ruin 
around us.  But God is able to redeem situations where all appears lost.  Do 
you remember the devastating explosion that rocked the port of Beirut on 
August 6, 2020?  Talk about sudden danger!  In addition to the tragic loss of 
life, leaders of Lutheran World Relief feared the loss of costly humanitarian 
supplies destined for refugees in Lebanon.  But they received an amazing 
answer to prayer in the aftermath of this devastating event.  They found 
containers filled with relief supplies feared lost in the explosion!  READ MORE 
 
Eugene Peterson writes (A Long Obedience in the Same Direction, IVP, 
2000, 72), “The proper work for the Christian is witness, not apology, and 
Psalm 124 is an excellent model.  It does not argue God’s help; it does not 
explain God’s help; it is a testimony of God’s help in the form of a song.  The 
song is so vigorous, so confident, so bursting with what can only be called 
reality that it fundamentally changes our approach and our questions.” 
 

What is your battle song? 
 

We could sing the ancient songs of Scripture such as Psalm 124 or perhaps 
we might sing the rousing song of Psalm 27:1-6,14. 
 
We could sing Martin Luther’s stirring anthem from 1529.  You could listen to a 
beautiful choral rendition of "Ein Feste Burg Ist Unser Gott". 
 
Here is a contemporary arrangement of "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God". 
 
Another great song centered around God’s protective names is Paul Wilbur’s 
“The Power Belongs to You”. 
 
Another song of safety and security in God is “Safe” by Victory Worship. 

 
Under Your grace, Your mercy amazes me, 

Under Your wings, Your shadow covers me 

Your promise of love, where my heart is safely undone 

Speak to me Lord, Your servant is listening 

Over the noise, I hear You whispering, my hope has come, 

And my heart is safely undone 

I found my fortress in You and my soul is anchored with You 

My resting place is in Your name, forever safe 

Always reaching out to save, my weakness covered by Your strength 

And I am found forever safe, You are never far away 

My resting place is in Your name forever safe  

(Justin Gray / Juan Winans / Moira Dela Torre / Lee Simon Brown) 
 
 
Want to pray through one name of God per day?  You can check out this 
prayer resource from the Navigators. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1M-oFpl-7YU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQpUdD0Rs_4
https://lwr.org/story-hub/once-feared-lost-containers-humanitarian-aid-found-amidst-beirut-ports-rubble
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDdHtOSHIXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNeP7bGagqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhu2Plmt0w0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_r_O6COF7GI
https://www.navigators.org/resource/praying-names-attributes-god

