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INTRODUCTION
Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up because by
addressing Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous claim that Jesus is
the rightful king. Could our prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust powers that be?
Bartimaeus won’t give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call for help more loudly. Do
we ask so boldly? And are our prayers an honest answer to Jesus’ question, “What do you
want me to do for you?”
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TEMPLE TALK Mary Lee Long

Reflection verses: Galatians 5:22-23
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.

What do the Fruits of the Spirit mean to you and your faith?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

___

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_

How can I use my many talents to serve the ministry opportunities of St. Andrew’s

and our mission territory?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

____

How am I being called to put my faith into action?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

____

GATHERING HYMN ELW #825
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance.
Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect
your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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WORD

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-9
This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming from exile in
Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its restoration. The
northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a century before Jeremiah
prophesied.

 7 Thus says the Lord:
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
 proclaim, give praise, and say,
  “Save, O Lord, your people,
  the remnant of Israel.”
 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
 among them the blind and the lame,
  those with child and those in labor, together;
  a great company, they shall return here.
 9 With weeping they shall come,
  and with consolations I will lead them back,
 I will let them walk by brooks of water,
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
 for I have become a father to Israel,
  and Ephraim is my firstborn.

The word of the Lord, thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 126
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5)

 1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
  then were we like those who dream.
 2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”
 3 The Lord has done great things for us,
  and we are glad indeed.
 4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
  like the watercourses of the Negeb.
 5 Those who sowed with tears
  will reap with songs of joy.
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 6 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Second Reading: Hebrews 7:23-28
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death. In
contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not terminate his
priestly service, but through his death he has interceded for our sins.

23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from
continuing in office; 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues
forever. 25 Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through
him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.
  26 For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests,
he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of
the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law appoints as
high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

The word of the Lord, thanks be to God.

Gospel: Mark 10:46-52
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing Jesus’
identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark.

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

46 As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus
of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48
Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind
man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50 So throwing off his cloak, he
sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for
you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go;
your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the
way.

The Gospel of our Lord, praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON
Commentary on today’s Gospel by Matt Skinner Professor of New Testament
Luther Seminary St. Paul, Minn.

The Active Faith of Bartimaeus

In the final verse, Jesus names faith as what impels Bartimaeus. The rest of the story
shows us what that faith is. Bartimaeus’s faith is not about reciting the correct confession
or subscribing to certain dogmas. It is his unrelenting conviction that Jesus can and will
rescue him from his need. We see this faith in what Bartimaeus does:

● He grasps who Jesus is. No one else so far in Mark has been able to perceive so
much about Jesus from so little data. The title Bartimaeus uses, Son of David,
appears only here in Mark, therefore we cannot say too much about exactly what it
expresses about Jesus. Elsewhere (12:35-37) Jesus adds nuance to his connection to
David (or his differentiation from David) and implies his superiority over Israel’s
greatest king. For Bartimaeus, the title obviously indicates that Jesus is God’s
designated agent, and it introduces the notion of Jesus as a royal figure, an image
that becomes very important when Jesus enters Jerusalem (11:1-10), goes on trial
(15:1-15), and dies (15:16-32) as a king. Bartimaeus, despite his blindness and all its
connotations of spiritual ignorance (compare 4:12; 8:18), sees the royal dimensions of
Jesus’ identity. As the story progresses, we discover that Bartimaeus also discerns
that Jesus is specially able to show mercy and heal.

● He persists despite hindrances. Faith does not come easily to people in Mark; it
must surmount obstacles to obtain what it seeks (see 2:4; 5:27, 35-36; 7:27; 9:18b).
Others in the crowd rebuke Bartimaeus, demanding he be silent. This detail
reminds us that blind beggars dwell near the bottom rung of social privilege in
ancient (and contemporary) society. Do people shout Bartimaeus down because
they think he deserves to be who he is? Probably. Do they put their own needs
before his? Perhaps. In their ignorance about Jesus, the focus of his message, and
his concern for blind beggars, their reprimand of Bartimaeus threatens to limit the
range within which Jesus might dispense his compassion and grace. Bartimaeus
knows better, and so he yells “even more loudly” until his words penetrate Jesus’
ears.
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● He expects a transformation. Presumably Jesus could have walked to Bartimaeus
to talk with him. Instead, he tells the onlookers to summon Bartimaeus to him. Now
those who sought to inhibit the beggar must assist in Jesus’ ministry to him. Then
Mark adds one more delicious detail: Bartimaeus tosses aside his cloak. Obviously
he expects to regain his sight, for a blind beggar would ordinarily do well to keep his
possessions close at hand. He obviously expects a change in his status. His health
problem (blindness) and his economic problem (begging) are a single piece of
fabric. As with other healings (5:1-20, 25-34), Jesus can restore Bartimaeus to a place
of wholeness that will demand his belonging within society. When Bartimaeus
casts off his cloak, he confidently prefigures that he will no longer sit on his
garment dependent upon handouts from passersby.

● He asks for the right thing. When Jesus asks Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to
do for you?,” his reply is a simple request voiced with the confidence that Jesus can
deliver. “That I would see again,” declares resolutely that Jesus can bring the
wholeness and deliverance that people seek. In this confidence and simplicity, what
Bartimaeus says is fully consistent with the expressions of faith others have made in
Mark. Also, when we consider that Jesus’ question repeats what he asked James
and John in last week’s Gospel lection (10:36), we note that Bartimaeus seeks no
special privileges. This reiterates that Jesus has not come to bestow power and
honor but to open eyes to the new spiritual, social, and material realities made
possible when God reigns. When it comes to understanding what Jesus has come
to do, the disciples James and John are more “blind” than Bartimaeus.

Following Jesus on the Way

The spatial dimensions of this story contribute to our understanding of Bartimaeus’
salvation (note that in 10:52 Jesus literally says, “Your faith has saved you”). Bartimaeus
begins the story alongside (para) the road. He ends the story as a follower (compare 8:34).
He follows Jesus on (en) the road. The shift of prepositions reflects Bartimaeus’ move from
the invisible periphery of society to the heart of the scene. The movement also suggests
more when we consider that “road” (or “way”) is a term Mark uses to indicate Jesus’
journey to Jerusalem and his suffering, the same “way” that he calls his followers to walk
(see 8:27; 10:32; 11:8; compare 1:2-3).

In Mark, Bartimaeus is not the first person seeking a miracle who approaches Jesus in
faith, but he is the only one who winds up following him, presumably straight into
Jerusalem and into his confrontation with the temple-based aristocracy. After ten
chapters full of so much secrecy, confusion, and misapprehension, Bartimaeus shows
Mark’s readers that faith in Jesus remains possible and potent. Without Bartimaeus, and
others in Mark like him who tenaciously cling to Jesus out of faith born from their urgent
needs, this Gospel would offer little assurance that anyone could have the spiritual insight
to perceive the mysterious ways of God in the person and ministry of Jesus Christ.
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MEDITATION HYMN ELW #779
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APOSTLES CREED
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I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of
God’s creation.

A brief silence.

Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the world
that serve as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries, teachers, healers,
evangelists, and all who are sent to share your song of joy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests.
Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands, to patio
planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the common
good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations (especially), that peace
extends in every direction. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. Comfort and
strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and relief to all who are sick
(especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire generosity in your
people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples of all nations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
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Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith. Give us
courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your table of abundance. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through
Jesus Christ, our truth and life.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

Faithful members and friends of St. Andrews, we thank you for your continued financial
support during our time of physical separation.

Please click HERE to be taken to Tithe.ly to give online.

Mail offering to:
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
PO Box 24106
Speedway, IN 46224-0106

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain
from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of
our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name.

Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna
in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the
highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All who hunger and thirst, come.
The table is ready.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast
of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Announcements

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity,☩ one God, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.
SENDING HYMN ELW #793
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St. Andrew’s Prayer Lists
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Families on the Prayer List
Mr. Timothy Wells
Mrs. Mary Whalin

Mr. & Mrs. Brian White (Gayla)
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Willman (Christine)

Additional Prayers for Recent, Current, or Upcoming Medical Care:
Dale Willman

Those with Ongoing Special Need of Prayer:
Jerid Edwards, great nephew of MJ Lynch Christine Robertson, great niece of MJ Lynch,

Carl Schaber, brother of Jan Smith, Ruth Tingle, David Tryon, son of Mary,

Remember to Pray for Nursing Home Residents and Shut-Ins:
Lynn Bigelow Helen Czenkusch          Penny Kalk Martha Larson

Norma Petraits David Royer David Schmalz The Harrison

Remember to Pray for those Serving in our Armed Forces:
Michael Joseph Jerry Shake

Aaron Messner, the son of Rose Jones and his troops upon deployment.

We share our Christian sympathy with the family of Jeanne Wall
who entered life eternal October 16. Her Celebration of Life

was held at St. Andrew’s Wednesday, October 20.
“Rest eternal grant her O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her. Amen”

We share our Christian sympathy with Jeanette Burbrink and family
on the death of her brother Gil Masher on October 20.

“Rest eternal grant him O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. Amen”
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Prayers for Dale & Chris Willman and family:
Dale has received a cancer diagnosis and is undergoing chemo treatment.

Amanda Hunter has set up a “Meal Train” to reach out to Chris and Dale and provide
food/or gift cards at https.//mealtrain.com/ye49wy.

You can also reach out to them at:
Chris and Dale Willman      1888 Persimmon Grove Dr.      Indpls, IN  46234-0187

dale@willman.com Chris@willman.com Chris cell: 317-989-9759

St. Andrew’s Calendar
● Sunday, October 24 Adult Faith Formation 10am Library

Worship 11am Outdoor (Weather Permitting)
Zoom Holy Communion and Adult Faith Formation 7pm

● Monday, October 25 Mat Making Monday 12-4pm
● Tuesday, October 26 Zoom Staff Meeting 1pm

Zoom FBS 7pm
● Wednesday, October 27 Zoom Bible Study 7pm
● Sunday, October 31  Reformation Sunday

Adult Faith Formation 10am Library
Worship 11am Indoor
Zoom Holy Communion and Adult Faith Formation 7pm

● Tuesday, November 2 Zoom Staff Meeting 1pm
Zoom FBS 7pm

● Wednesday, November 3 Laundry & Friends 4:30-6:30pm
Clothes Closet 4:30-6pm
Zoom Bible Study 7pm

● Thursday, November 4 Zoom Council Meeting 6:30pm

St. Andrew’s Announcements

Altar Flowers
This week’s altar flowers are given by the Wall family in memory of Jeanne Wall.

Opportunity to Support our Troops
My son Aaron Messner, is deployed for eight months on a ship with 15 young men under
him.  I would like to show our support to these brave young men by taking up a collection
for care packages and I will take care of mailing all items donated.  Please drop off items
at church in designated box by Oct. 30, 2021. Here are the items he has requested: snacks-
Sunflower seeds, nuts, trail mix, beef jerky (no chocolate or easily melted stuff).
Blessings, Rose Jones
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The Storehouse Food Pantry Thanksgiving Distribution
The Storehouse is preparing for the November 13th Thanksgiving distribution. They are
asking member churches and individuals to help out with the costs as they are able.
Checks can be sent to Speedway Christian Church, 5110 West 10th St., Speedway, IN 46224
w/thanksgiving in the memo section.
Thanks Be to God,
Rich Hoerger

Speedway Ministerial Thanksgiving Service
Please join our larger Speedway Ecumenical community for worship of our Lord Sunday,
November 21st at 7pm being held at Speedway Baptist Church, 2986 Moller Rd. The new
Pastor of Speedway Christian,  Kyle Hunter, will bring the message. A free will offering to
support the Storehouse Food Pantry will be collected.

The Building and Grounds Committee needs help
We are entering into a long term effort to refresh and revitalize our building. This effort
will entail many individual projects, large and small, and we need additional members for
the Building and Grounds Committee. The projects may be gathering information and
estimates for building needs, or actual execution of light cleaning and repairs. These jobs
are not gender specific and all are welcome. Please contact Gary Henschen or David
Butts to express your interest in this effort.

Clothes Closet
The Clothes Closet is open the 1st & 3rd Wednesday evenings from 4:30-6:00pm. Pat
needs volunteers to assist her. Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex or call Pat
Tumey 317 243-0651. The Clothes Closet is in need of winter coats, especially women &
teen sizes, and also clothing for 8-12 year old boys & girls.

We welcome Altar Flowers Back to worship. You may sign the Altar Flower Chart or call
the office and MJ will add your name to the Sunday you wish to provide flowers. You
will be responsible for getting the flowers and don’t forget to let MJ know what you
would like printed in the bulletin.

Mat Making Mondays
Mat Makers meet on the 2nd & 4th Mondays from 12-4pm in Fellowship Hall. All are
welcome on any Monday and for any time during the 4 hour period. The mats are
distributed to homeless individuals. For information contact Jan Smith.
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Worship Schedule & Mask Requirement Update
We have established a rotation schedule for worship to provide options for everyone.

1st & 3rd Sundays: Indoor
Masks required

2nd & 4th Sundays: Outdoor (weather permitting - check your email)
Masks are recommended but not required

Sunday Morning Adult Faith Formation
Adult Faith Formation in the Lounge/Library at 10am.

Sunday Evening Faith Formation
The group is studying the books of the New Testament. Contact Pastor Doug or Jim
Patton for information. Please read, bring questions and concerns. All welcome &  invited.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Via Zoom at 7pm.  The first topic is  “Bible 101”. Topics will change each week and no
reading is required. Everyone is welcome and invited. Watch your email for the link.

Remember:
● Worship time is 11am.
● Recorded worship available on website, Facebook, & email Sunday afternoons.
● Office Hours 10-4, T-W-TH.
● Midweek Moment Wednesdays 12pm.

Read and study God’s Word for the coming Sunday!
For next week October 31:
Reformation Day
1st Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm: Psalm 46
2nd Reading: Romans 3:19-28
Gospel: John 8:31-36
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