
An Update from the Coates Family       September 22, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

Isn’t one of the most beautiful things about God the fact that He is personal? He is 
awesome and sovereign. He is almighty and holy. And yet, alongside his 
greatness and grandeur, He cares about you and I, with all of our individual cares 
and concerns. What a marvel. 

He is the God who sees. Michelle painted this on our kitchen wall last week. The 
pandemic has brought challenges to many of us around the world. But we don’t 
need something as dramatic as a pandemic to know that life is filled with both 
mountain tops and valleys, big and small, in the extraordinary and the mundane. God sees it all. And He walks 
alongside you and I, giving us the grace, strength and joy to keep on till the end.  
What a gift this is! 

Spring in the South 

In our last update, I shared that we were heading into our “third wave” of Covid 
in South Africa, which meant moving all ministry online once again. As the 
northern hemisphere heads into fall, spring is being sprung down south, our Covid 
numbers have dropped significantly, restrictions are easing, and for the first time 
in a number of months we started an in-person course yesterday (an overview of 
the biblical story, from Genesis to Revelation). It is wonderful to be in-person 
again. Ironically, however, and by God’s grace, these past few months of online 
ministry were some of the most productive we have had. 

Perhaps we are all learning to navigate this strange hybrid reality a little better, but we were able to run 
impactful faith-life integration events, courses, Bible studies and campus-wide prayer times, all online. We even 
welcomed some new, eager faces to our student leadership team - here you can see a few of them. It is so 
encouraging to see them getting excited about the importance of the gospel touching all spheres of society 
(these four are studying medicine, engineering, law and accounting). 

Throughout the restrictions, and as they 
began to slowly ease, we have been 
thinking outside the box as much as we 
could. For example, we offered a “fire and 
song” evening (which was a great 
success!), where we could gather outside 
and offer a “space” of invitation, 
connection, worship and prayer. 

The God who Sees 

One of the things that I find most challenging about offering an accurate update is how to communicate the 
change that is happening as God is at work in the lives of individuals, particularly the gradual and steady growth 



into the likeness of Christ that happens over longer periods of time. YWAM is an international organisation, 
and we had our University of the Nations leadership meeting last week, for our college of communication, 
gathering online across multiple time zones, deciding on structures and programmes and so on. And while all of 
this is necessary, this is not the real news. After all, it’s not about the structures, courses, events, etc. Ultimately, 
this all needs to become personal, producing good fruit in someone’s life. So here’s a little snapshot: 

Levy’s Story 

Levy (on the right) with Kumbee alongside him, are two of the students living 
in our residence and participating in our discipleship programme at the 
Student Y. In 2019, Levy arrived in Cape Town from Zambia for his first year 
in an actuarial science degree. He found it a bewildering experience, 
encountering new cultures, diverse (and often divisive) perspectives and 
challenges to one’s faith. 

But at the Student Y Levy found a community rich in cultural differences yet united in pursuing Christ together. 
He eagerly joined the residential community. 

Then in March 2020 lockdown happened. This was incredibly isolating for so much of the campus, but at the Y 
it brought the residents closer together. According to Levy, it brought more deliberate efforts to support and 
know one another and prioritise relationship with God. For example, as they sought to practice confrontation 
and conflict resolution in a Christ-like manner, they learned to live in harmony. In Levy’s words, “It was more 
than a residence; it felt like a home.” 

Levy is learning to live the gospel in action. Amidst the mundane and everyday, he is learning to take himself 
out of the centre of his focus and to care for those around him. He feels a genuine compassion for others that he 
didn’t have before. He is coming to understand Jesus’ call to us all, “My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:12-13). 

And a Family Snapshot 

As a family we are all doing well. But in the spirit of an individual focus in this 
update, we’ll zoom in on Hannah. Hannah turned 16 this month! (That’s her 
drinking her birthday smoothie!)  
It feels like she was a toddler just yesterday. It’s a busy time for her because she 
is preparing for her Cambridge IGCSE exams, starting in a week… well, not only 
for her, to be honest; one of the realities of homeschooling is that these pressure 
times demand more effort and time from the teacher (Michelle 𑠀) too. On top of 
that, Hannah is part of a ballet show that runs over the next four days, which she 
is very excited about. Excited, but also pretty tired! 

In the image below you can see Hannah with her church youth group (she is at the very centre). They had a 
bake sale this past Sunday to try to raise funds for their upcoming camp. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very grateful for the gift of having the beautiful life of this young lady in our family, and for God’s 
gracious sustaining grace that is nurturing her into the person that she is. 

Prayer Points: 

• We are grateful that restrictions are lifting again, please pray that the momentum we have developed 
online would translate into rich in-person relationships, evangelism and deep discipleship.  

• South Africa has gone through a tough time over the past few months (following the riots and unrest in 
July). We have local elections coming up soon. Please pray for the country, but also for wisdom that we 
would know how to respond to the tensions that manifest on campus, and that they may even be a means 
for us to be salt and light. 

• Please pray for our residence discipleship program. It’s the time of year where we process new 
applications. Pray that God brings the right students whose lives need to be touched by him, and also 
that we will be able to do the renovations that need to be attended to between intakes. 

• An ongoing request is also to please pray for the challenge of greater financial sustainability, both for 
the Christian Study Centre and our own personal finances. We feel encouraged in this area this year, 
both personally as a family and for the centre – God has been good! – but there is still a significant way 
to go. 

He is the God who sees. He sees you today, whatever you are dealing with, whatever your highs and lows. We 
are not alone. May you know His joy in the gifts of this day, and may you know His strength and grace for 
every difficulty that you need to navigate. 

Much love & blessings, 
Adrian, Michelle, Jude, Hannah & Luke 

adrianandmichelle@gmail.com  
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