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Pentecost 22 
October 24, 2021 

 
God of autumn, help us to be more like nature, accepting the changing seasons; 

like the changing of the trees: not a dying as life sometimes feels,  
but a stripping bare in preparation for inner growth,  

knowing that to shed the outer layers  will reveal the strength  
that is hidden underneath. (Katrina Crosby) 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 
 

PRELUDE     We Are Not Alone (Pepper Choplin) Sandy Ridge Mennonite Church   
 
 
WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Acknowledgment of Territory/Candle of Remembrance-Every Child Matters 
As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we reside and worship on the 
traditional lands of the people of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation… 
and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
CALL TO WORSHIP        Andy, Lorraine, Greg, Noah & Keegan Comar 
 
All creation cries of the coming cold, 
the seasonal change. 
We come, wondering, waiting, 
worrying, wanting. 
Our hearts yearn for deepening faith, 
for widening connections— 
so we come for guidance, for understanding, 
for relationship. 
In the midst of the whirlwind of change, 
God gathers us in loving embrace. 
We come to listen for God’s voice— 
to hear words of welcome, of joy, 
of anticipation, and of community. 
From the far-flung places of our homes, 
cottages and offices—we offer our worship- 
singular and separate, 
but we sing our thanks to God as one in 
Christ . Let us worship! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



-3- 
 
HYMN       Come, Let Us Sing  (J.Strathdee)  VU 222 
 
Come, let us sing to the Lord our song, 
we have stood silently too long; 
surely the Lord deserves our praise, 
so joyfully thank God for our days. 
 
O thirsty soul, come drink at the well; 
God’s living waters will never fail. 
Surely the Lord will help you to stand, 
strengthened and comforted by God’s hand. 
 
You dwell among us and cause us to pray, 
and walk with each other following your way; 
our precious brothers and sisters will grow 
in the fulfilling love they know. 
 
Desserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing 
to the desire of all living things. 
Come, all you creatures, high and low, 
let your praises endlessly flow. 
 
 
PRAYER FOR RENEWAL 
Wise God, you name us your children: feeding us with hope, touching the cup of 
grace to our lips; shaping us in your image, that we might care for all creation; 
raising us from despair, rescuing us from our foolishness; wrestling with our 
questions, watching over us in every moment. Brother Jesus, Servant of the poor: 
patiently, lovingly, tenderly you listen to our voices, some filled with hurt and 
bitterness, others with loneliness and grief; some trembling with fear and worry, 
others overflowing with silence; and you offer them all to God. Spirit of Holiness, 
creation’s life-giving Breath: you refuse to walk by when we sit in the dust of our 
despair and pain, blinded by the ashes of our actions, cloaked in our brokenness. 
God in Community, Holy in One, who names us as your children, we pray to you. 
Amen.  (T.Thurman, Lectionary Liturgies, adapted.) 
 
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
God continually invites us to renewed  
visions of wholeness.  
Thanks be to God! 
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THEME STORY     Jesus Heals the Sick/Jesus is My Friend  (Brunstad Kids) YouTube    
 

FINDING GOD TOGETHER 

SCRIPTURE     Hebrews 7:23-28  (Christ, the permanent High Priest.)  Janice Nolan 

23Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by 
death from continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 26For it was fitting that 
we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and 
exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer 
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did 
once for all when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are 
subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a 
Son who has been made perfect forever. 

 
GIFT OF MUSIC          Panis Angelicus  (Cesar Franck) 
        Elizabeth Kyriakides, trombone/Lisa Kyriakides, piano 
 

GOSPEL     Mark 10:46-52  (The healing of Bartimaeus.)  NRSV 

46They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard 
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more 
loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” 
And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50So 
throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What 
do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see 
again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained 
his sight and followed him on the way. 

 

Come to the quiet...a time for reflection 
 
SERMON      !ive !ong & "rosper 
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HYMN          Spirit, Open My Heart  (Ruth Duck)  MV 79 
 
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
Spirit, open my heart. 
 
God, replace my stony heart with a heart that’s kind 
and tender. All my coldness and fear to your grace 
I now surrender. 

 
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
Spirit, open my heart. 
 
Write your love upon my heart as my law, my goal, 
my story. In each thought, word, and deed, may my 
living bring you glory. 
 
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
Spirit, open my heart. 
 
May I weep with those who weep, share the joy of sister,  
brother. In the welcome of Christ, may we welcome 
one another. 
 
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
Spirit, open my heart. 
 
 
 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
                                                                                                                                     

A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….          
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 
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HYMN      To Show by Touch and Word (F.Kaan/R.Klusmeier)  VU 427 
 
To show by touch and word devotion to the earth, 
to hold in full regard all life that comes to birth; 
we need, O God the will to find the good you had 
of old in mind. 
 
Renew our minds to choose the things that matter most, 
our hearts to long for truth till pride itself is lost. 
For every challenge that we face we need your guidance 
and your grace. 

 
Let love from day to day be yardstick, rule and norm, 
and let our lives portray your word in human form. 
Now come with us that we may have your wits about  
us where we live. 
 
COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 
As leaves fall in coloured patterns on the ground, 
so God blesses our transitions; our changing patterns 
and our preparations for new beginnings. 
Jesus blesses the harvesting of our lives; 
our abundance and our emptiness. 
As winds blow, surprising us with power to disturb; 
so the Spirit blesses this community;  
our movement towards renewal, and our 
commitment towards justice. 
With thankful hearts and prayer for harvests of healing, 
we receive God’s blessing 
on our ongoing, changed ministry, 
our community…and upon all we love. Amen. 
(Autumn:Iona Community, adapted) 
 
 
POSTLUDE       You Raise Me Up (J.Groban)     YouTube 
    Georgian Singers/Mersey Wave Choir/Runcorn Community Choir 
   Piano, instruments-J.Ellis 
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The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast  
are on traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

 
 

All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission 
under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257 

 
 
Participating in Worship today… 
Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar,  
Greg, Noah & Keegan Comar; Lisa & Elizabeth Kyriakides, Janice Nolan 
 
With thanks to… Noah Comar, videographer, and to Bob Kyriakides,  
video editor…and to all who are filming at home in order to participate 
in worship in some way! J 
 

Images used in worship video... 

Bulletin Cover – Jamie Street - Unsplash 
Come, Let Us Sing – David Eaton 
Spirit Open My Heart  - Cathal Mac an Bheatha – Unsplash 
To Show by Touch and Word – Dan Meyers – Unsplash 
 

The hymn recordings today are from…  

Sing Hallelujah! Volume 1 (produced by Ralph Milton, The United Church of Canada, 
2015), More Voices: Audio CD (The United Church of Canada, 2007) and YouTube. 
 
Come, Let Us Sing – Jim and Jean Strathdee & friends (2015). Reprinted and podcast 
with permission under One License #A-718074.  



Spirit Open My Heart - Gathered singers at New World Island East Central United 
Church, Herring Neck, Newfoundland. Sid Woolfrey, director. June 6, 2005. Reprinted 
and podcast with permission under One License #A-718074. 
 
To Show by Touch and Word – St. John’s United Church, Elmvale, ON.  February 13, 
2021. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A-718074 and CCLI 
Licenses #20425240 and #20425257. 
 
We Are Not Alone by Pepper Choplin at Sandy Ridge Mennonite. Used with permission 
from Oasis Chorale. 
 
You Raise Me Up (Virtual Choir). Used with permission from Mersey Wave Music, a 
non-profit community organisation based in South Liverpool (Hale Village & Speke) and 
home to the Mersey Wave Choir & Young Singers Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


