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Job 38:1-7; Psalm 104:1-9,25; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45

“Sharing God’s Dream”

There is a hymn in the Common Praise hymnal titled “When Long Before Time” which has a

first verse which goes like this: “When long before time and the worlds were begun, when there was no

earth and no sky and no sun, and all was deep silence and night reigned supreme, and even our Maker

had only a dream.” (Text by Peter Davidson) The concept of our Creator having a dream may seem a bit

strange but I once spoke with a potter about the process of creating a new design and heard some things

which echo the sense of the hymn quoted above. A creator will imagine what will be before setting his or

her hand to the task of creating.  A potter will ‘see’ the intended creation before the clay is thrown on the

wheel. In the case of God our Creator the fashioning of the universe had a plan behind it - you could say

a dream - before the word ‘let there be light’ was spoken.  This dream included a universe of tremendous

diversity and splendour.  No two snowflakes were exactly alike and each leaf on a tree was to be unique

as well.  Woven together by an expert hand these diversities come into a marvelous unity when the

Maker’s influences are allowed to manage them.  There is a harmony to the created order which has

amazed and astounded people since the beginning of time.  How this can be with the often competing

forces is part of the miracle that is life in this world and this all comes from the hands of the Maker. The

absolute wonder of wonders is that you and I are invited to participate in significant ways in God’s

dream as it comes into reality which always humbles and astounds me.  Even though we can only see a

small part of the final product some of our efforts are woven into the beautiful tapestry that is the

Created order. The unique gifts that have been made part of us is to be offered for the greater good and

the benefit of the community in which we live.  Each of us have been asked to look after one particular

aspect of this wonder and work in cooperation with God and with the people he has called into

partnership in order to continue God’s work.  I sometimes compare God’s work with a conductor of a

choir or an orchestra.  I have belonged to both groups and though I’ve never been asked to serve as the

conductor I can imagine what it must be like - particularly in the beginning stages.

A call is put out asking for people with a particular ability to offer themselves for service to a

cause - perhaps a Christmas concert. People who are motivated place themselves in the hands of the

conductor and ask to join the choir or orchestra.  The conductor then introduces the musical selection

that has been chosen - the volunteers are not usually asked for their preference - and the rehearsals begin

with those who have been admitted.  Quite often the skill level of the various members is quite diverse. 

For instance, I was once in a choir where I sat between someone who had been trained to sing at the

Toronto school of music and someone who couldn’t read music but had a nice voice.  We had all been

selected to be part of this choir and to give it our best effort. It was the conductor’s dream that the



collection of individuals could be brought together in such a way that the presentation would express the

diversity in a form of unity that would be pleasing for the listeners.  This is a small picture of what it is

like to join in on God’s dream and participate in its process.  Our sometimes small talents working

alongside others under the direction of the conductor (the Holy Spirit) can accomplish some wonderful

things. In this week’s scripture readings we are met with some of the different ways people approach this

task and we are invited to learn something of ourselves in the observation.

First there is Job.  His part in the “choir” has been particularly difficult of late and he has

believed it to be unfair.  Just prior to the reading assigned for this week he had been voicing his

complaints to God about how unfair it is.  God’s answer asks Job to consider things from a different

perspective.  He is to remember that he is not the conductor of the choir and while Job may not

appreciate exactly how his particular piece is going to be integrated into the whole he is to trust that

there is a plan.  God, on the other hand, sees the end from the beginning and asks of Job to trust the plan. 

I can completely relate to Job’s comments. When I’m going through a difficult time I lose sight of the

overall picture quite easily and end up immersing myself in self-pity.  God does not ask us to deny that

our particular situation is more difficult than others but God asks us to live with trust in the Creator of all

things.  Job’s error wasn’t that he complained but is was in bringing into question God’s authority to

manage the Creation the way God sees fit.  Expressing our distress is meant to be done in a way that

honours the wisdom and goodness of God. We can learn from Job’s story that our lives may have some

pretty difficult parts but God, the conductor of all things, knows what we are going through and knows

how to weave it into the overall story of the ongoing Creation.  

We also hear from the writer of the letter to the Hebrews as the concept of the Jewish priesthood

was discussed.  The author points out that even the high priest is not someone who applies for the job

but is someone who is selected.  The high priest only has the choice to do the task well or poorly - the

task is his. We know from the history that some high priests did their work with respect and honour

while others did their work with disregard for the honour.  Jesus is held out as one who, though he was

not from the tribe of Levi, was selected by God as the ultimate high priest and Jesus was committed to

that role even to his death.  “Therefore God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above

every name so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend on heaven and on earth, and every

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” Philippians 2:9-11. Or, as the

writer to the Hebrews put it: “so also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest but was

appointed by the one who said,....”you are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 5:5-6

edited). Even in Jesus we see the humility to accept a role that has been given by the Creator and live it

out in the most excellent way possible. We are invited to learn from this to accept the role given to us

and apply ourselves to it with vigour.  The high priests who were acclaimed as good priests were the



ones who had accepted their role and performed it in the right Spirit so how can we do anything less? In

order to do this it will help if we stay away from jealousy and regard the gifts we have been given as just

that, gifts from the Creator.  We need to grow in our belief that whatever task God has called us to God

will equip us for that task with our inborn talents coupled with gifts from the Holy Spirit.  It has been my

experience that joy comes through our humility as we grow in this way.

Finally we come upon James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They looked for favouritism.  They

were happy to play their role as partners with Jesus but they also sought to improve their standing.  They

forgot that the conductor is the one who places people in their order and even Jesus was asked for

obedience. The teaching moment provided another opportunity for Jesus to remind his disciples that

‘lording it over others’ was not the way of God. Rather, “the Son of man came not to be served but to

serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

Three different reactions to the offer to partner with God and God’s dream.  Only Jesus’ response

was the appropriate one.  As we journey with the Saviour may we learn from him how to play the part

that has been given to us with humility, courage and patience.

Glen +


