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Title: Praying for Mercy 
Primary Text: Luke 18:9-14 

Expanded Reading: Luke 18: 14 - 27, 1 Samuel 2, Luke 1:51-53, Luke 14:11

Big Idea: God lifts up those who approach him with a recognition of their own need.

______________________________________________________________________________


Engage:     What are some ways our families/culture rewards people who are 
confident in their abilities? How might this “bleed” into our understanding of God? 

a. Have someone briefly review what they remembered from the 
sermon? 

b. What  stood out to you/challenged you/ made you think in the
sermon? 

Learn    Read Luke 18:9-14 
 

1. Describe the audience that Jesus was addressing this parable to.

2. How might this audience found Jesus words hard to understand and 

receive (think about the reputation and behaviours of the two prayers).

3. What does it mean for God to exalt someone? Humble someone?


Deepen    What questions did you want to ask when listening to the sermon? 

What Scripture passages might inform these unanswered questions?  

1. What in Jesus words challenge our religious culture? You personally? 
2. Describe a time you felt humbled by God? What might it be like to be 

exalted by God? 
3. What are the ways that shame has shaped your life and spirituality? If 

you have experienced some healing from your  shame, share what 
that  experience was like. 

4. How would our group be different if we were able to come together 
and be honest about our sin?  What can we do to make our group a 
safer place where that could happen?


Live 	 	     
1. Pray the Jesus prayer together.  Remember to breathe in and out as 

you pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner. 
2. After you finish praying, share what your experience of praying like 

that was like. 
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Take Home Bonus 

If you find the Jesus prayer helpful. Take is home and practice it. This is not a 
magic prayer of magic word.  Feel free to use another scripture or other words 
instead of the Jesus prayer. Practice breath prayer with those words.
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