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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
The Greeting 
 
Presider 
Blessed be the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  the Au-
thor of creation, the Word of redemption and the Spirit 
of wisdom.  Amen. 
 
Kyrie 
 
Deacon 
May your loving-kindness come to us, O Lord, and your salvation 
according to your word:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Your word is a lantern to our feet and a light to our path:  
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 
Let your mercy come to us so that we may live, for your law is 
our delight:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
Presider 
Let us pray. 
 
God of the gathering storm, calling us to announce the nearness 
of your rule:  we praise you for the good news of Luke, for sto-
ries of searching love and grace found in the foreigner; of women 
of strength and rebellion and mean called from the margins; may 
we be bearers of that word to a world hungry for you; through 
Jesus Christ, who feasted with sinners.  Amen. 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
The First Reading:  Sirach 38.1-4, 6-10, 12-14 
 
Reader 
A reading from the Wisdom of Ben Sirach. 
 
Honour physicians for their services, for the Lord created them; 
for their gift of healing comes from the Most High, and they are 
rewarded by the king.  The skill of physicians makes them distin-
guished, and in the presence of the great they are admired.  The 
Lord created medicines out of the earth, and the sensible will 
not despise them. 
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And he gave skill to human beings that he might be glorified in 
his marvellous works.  By them the physician heals and takes 
away pain; the pharmacist makes a mixture from them.  God’s 
works will never be finished; and from him health spreads over 
all the earth.  My child, when you are ill, do not delay, but pray 
to the Lord, and he will heal you.  Give up your faults and direct 
your hands rightly, and cleanse your heart from all sin. 
 
Then give the physician his place, for the Lord created him; do 
not let him leave you, for you need him.  There may come a time 
when recovery lies in the hands of physicians, for they too pray 
to the Lord that he grant them success in diagnosis and in healing, 
for the sake of preserving life. 
 
Reader 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 147.1-7 
 
Psalmist 
Praise the Lord who heals the brokenhearted. 
Praise the Lord who heals the brokenhearted. 
 
1 Hallelujah!   
How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 
 How pleasant it is to honour God with praise! 
2 The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem * 
 and gathers the exiles of Israel. 
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3 The Lord heals the brokenhearted * 
 and binds up their wounds. 
 
Praise the Lord who heals the brokenhearted. 
 
4 The Lord counts the number of stars * 
 and calls them all by their names. 
5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; * 
 there is no limit to the wisdom of God. 
 
Praise the Lord who heals the brokenhearted. 
 
6 The Lord lifts up the lowly, * 
 but casts the wicked to the ground. 
7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; * 
 make music to our God upon the harp. 
 
Praise the Lord who heals the brokenhearted. 
 
Gradual Verse 
 
Deacon 
Alleluia.  Alleluia.   
How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good tidings. 
Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
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The Gospel of the Day:  Luke 4.14-21 
 
Deacon 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to 
Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surround-
ing country.  He began to teach in their synagogues and was 
praised by everyone. 
 
 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his cus-
tom.  He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him.  He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written: 
 
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed 
me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 
the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 
 
 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, 
and sat down.  The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 
him.  Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
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Deacon 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
Litany of Healing 
 
Leader of the Prayers 
Let us pray. 
 
Loving God, our source and our final home, we give you thanks 
for the gifts of life on earth, for our human bodies and all you 
have created.  In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
Merciful God, by the wounds of your Son we are healed.  Bring 
your saving health to all people.  In your great mercy, hear us, 
O God. 
 
Holy God, your Spirit came upon us in the waters of baptism and 
brought us into the communion of saints.  Renew in us the grace 
of baptism, by which we share in Christ’s death and resurrection.  
In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
Mighty God, your Son Jesus brought healing and wholeness to 
all.  Bring your healing presence now to all who are sick or in 
pain.  Grant hope to all who are discouraged or in despair.  In 
your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
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Compassionate God, the strength of those who suffer, bring 
hope and peace to all who are in mental, physical or spiritual 
distress.  In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
Almighty God, source of human knowledge, give skill, wisdom 
and compassion to all who provide medical care.  In your great 
mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
Loving God, our creator and redeemer, give gentleness and 
courage to family members, friends and caregivers of those who 
suffer.  In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
Gracious God, we hold before you those personal intercessions, 
petitions and thanksgivings that are in our hearts and minds.  
  
Other petitions may be offered, including particular needs and re-
quests for healing.   
 
In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
God of great and abundant mercy, with your presence sustain all 
for whom we pray.  Drive away their suffering, give them firm 
hope, and strengthen their trust in you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Exchange of the Peace 
 
Presider 
May the peace of the risen and ascended Christ be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
 
Presider 
Let us pray. 
 
God of compassion, you are a strong tower for all who trust in 
you.  Be now and evermore our defence, so that we may pro-
claim the only name under heaven given for health and salvation, 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Presider 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your Be-
loved, Jesus the Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer.  He is your 
living Word through whom you created all things. 
 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh of the Virgin Mary 
and shared our human nature.  He lived and died as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Creator of all. 
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In fulfilment of your will he stretched out his hands in suffering, 
to bring release to those who place their hope in you; and so he 
won for you a holy people. 
 
He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows, and to give up his life 
on the cross, so that he might shatter the chains of evil and death, 
and banish the darkness of sin and despair.  By his resurrection 
he brings us into the light of your presence. 
 
Now with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory 
of your name. 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through our Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who on the night he was handed over to suffering 
and death, took bread and gave you thanks, saying, “Take, and 
eat:  this is my body which is broken for you.”   
 
In the same way he took the cup, saying, “This is my blood which 
is shed for you.  When you do this, you do it in memory of me.” 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we offer 
you this bread and this cup, giving thanks that you have made us 
worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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We ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon the offering of your 
holy Church.  Gather into one all who share in these sacred mys-
teries, filling them with the Holy Spirit and confirming their faith 
in the truth, so that together we may praise you and give you 
glory through your Servant, Jesus Christ. 
 
All glory and honour are yours, Author of creation and Word of 
redemption, with the Spirit of wisdom in the holy Church, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Presider 
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.   For thine is the kingdom, the power,  and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Presider 
Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of  wheat, whose many 
grains we have gathered and made into this one bread.  So may 
your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into 
your promised reign of justice and peace. 
 



Page 11 of 12 
 

Dear friends in Christ, God bids you welcome to this table.  Here 
we are strengthened for the journey.  Here strangers become 
friends and the seeker finds God’s wisdom speaking to them.  See 
who you are and become what you see. 
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  Thanks be 
to God. 
 
The Communion 
 
If you are not physically receiving Communion, then offer this prayer. 
 
In union, O God, with all your faithful people gathered wherever 
the eucharist is celebrated this day, I offer you praise and thanks-
giving for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the re-
demption given to us through the life, death and resurrection of 
Christ, and for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  I pray 
you come into my heart, my soul and my mind.  Let nothing sep-
arate me from you.  May I serve you in this life until, by your 
grace, I come to your promised reign of justice and peace; 
through Christ and in the unity of the Spirit.  Amen. 
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THE SENDING FORTH OF THE COMMUNION 
 
The Prayer after Communion 
 
Presider 
Let us pray. 
 
Living God, may we who have shared in these holy mysteries 
enjoy health of body and mind and witness faithfully to your gos-
pel in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Doxology 
 
Presider 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from 
generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Deacon 
Go forth to proclaim that the kingdom of God has drawn near. 
Thanks be to God.
 


