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Thank you for registering for the Bishop’s Convocation. During Prof. Lowe’s presentation, Reading and 

Preaching Luke from the Margins, participants will engage passages from Luke’s gospel in breakout 

rooms.  

Here are the instructions for the two breakout room activities and the prompts participants will discuss. 

Please have these instructions and prompts available during the afternoon session of the Bishop’s 

Convocation. 

 

FOR THE FIRST BREAKOUT TIME, READING LUKE FROM THE MARGINS 

For 20 minutes, you will engage Luke from the margins. You will be randomly assigned in groups of 4. 

Please write down the number of your breakout room after you have been placed in a room.  

Breakout rooms 1-4 will explore Lk 8:26 - 39, The Gerasene demoniac  

Breakout rooms 5-8 will explore Lk 8:40-49, The woman with the flow of blood  

Breakout rooms 9-12 will explore Lk 14:1-14, The parable of the wedding banquet  

Breakout rooms 13-16 will explore Lk 15:11-32, The prodigal child  

Breakout rooms 17 and above will explore Lk 18:9-14, The parable about a tax collector and a 

Pharisee 

Then discuss the questions below as they apply to your assigned text. In your breakout rooms, assign 

one person to take notes and post your group’s response in the chat. Synod staff will review the posts.  

You will be notified when you have 5 minutes remaining. Your notetaker should post an answer to the 

following question in the chat. What did you see or hear anew in the text when reading Luke from a 

postcolonial perspective?  

In your breakout room, discuss some of the following questions regarding your text. 

1. What is the familiar interpretation?  

2. Who or what represents empire (or governmental power)? 

3. Who is presented as subject/center, and who is presented as the marginalized/Other? 

4. How might one read this text contrapuntally (marginalized and mainstream)? 

5. Who or what has power? What kind of power? Does power change hands? 

6. Who is silenced or not speaking? 

7. Are women doubly colonized? 

8. How does Jesus challenge or not challenge assumptions about sex, health, or economics?  

9. What assumptions are operating regarding race or nationality? 

10. Does the text involve borders or migration? 

 

You will be notified when you have 5 minutes remaining. At that time, your notetaker should type an 

answer to the following question in the chat. Synod staff will review the posts. 

What did you see or hear anew in the text when reading Luke from a postcolonial perspective?  
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FOR THE SECOND BREAKOUT TIME, PREACHING LUKE FROM THE MARGINS 

For the next 15 minutes you will discuss how one might preach from the postcolonial margins or preach 

alongside the marginalized. You will be in the same breakout rooms.  

In your rooms, assign one person to take notes and post your group’s response. You will be notified 

when you have 5 minutes remaining. At that time, your notetaker should type an answer to the 

following question in the chat. Synod staff will review the posts. 

How might you preach this text from a postcolonial perspective in your congregation or ministry?  

In your breakout room, discuss some of the following questions of your text. 

1. In my congregation, who might be marginalized (or triggered) by this text and why? 

2. How might one transgress the binary and create a “third space” where something new can 

be experienced in the sermon. 

3. Who is the colonized/marginalized/Other in the community? 

4. What other forms (skit, call & response, for ex.) might be used to reflect on this text?  

5. If you preached on this text without wearing vestments and did not speak from the pulpit, 

how would you preach the text differently? 

6. What current unjust economic structures might be challenged with this text?  

7. How might one preach this text contrapuntally (valueing margin and mainstream)? 

8. Where do you see law and gospel from a postcolonial perspective? 

9. How might you connect the text to the colonial/oppressive forces in my community? 

10. How might preaching be shared by all members of the community? 

In your rooms, assign one person to take notes and post your group’s response. You will be notified 

when you have 5 minutes remaining. 

At that time, your notetaker should type an answer to the following question in the chat. Synod staff will 

review the posts. 

How might you preach this text from a postcolonial perspective in your congregation or ministry?  


