
Ministerial Meandering
Now I am temporarily far enough away to feel that chocolate covered grenades will not be 
hurled through my vestry window, I am about to give some of you a bit of a gripe.

Graham - with Fred’s help when he wasn’t laid up in hospital - has been doing all he can to 
make the zoom service as accessible as possible to those of you who don’t turn up to church.  
We are constrained by lack of funds for a completely new sound system at present, so are 
having to make do with a system that is over 25 years old, and which, it seems, only Fred can 
operate.

One of the results of this is that those of you on ‘receive’ sometimes find that the volume is 
either too high or too low.  Rather than send in messages on the ‘chat’ box, it would be sensible 
to try adjusting your end with the up and down volume buttons on your computers.  It is a major 
problem for Graham to try and fix without creating a lot of ‘feed-back’ on our speakers, and a lot 
of distortion for those in church.

What you need to understand is that the sound system is designed to help those in church to 
hear adequately; the zoom broadcast is an entirely separate entity, which complicates the whole 
thing.  You may reasonably comment that it worked well enough before, so why doesn’t it now?  
The answer is that before we were only doing zoom, and there were no people in church, so we 
were not concerned with providing amplified sound for the church or hall. Now, when the 
majority of people are in the church, (twenty plus, with only a few on zoom) the emphasis has to 
be the other way around, with our focus being on providing a quality service for those in 
attendance in the church.

You can see where this is leading - so I need once more to encourage all of you to leave your 
comfortable sofas and studies and head out for All Saints to join in supporting your brothers and 
sisters in worship and community.  For those of you who are truly physically unable to come, 
transport may be provided if you ask; for those of you who are not yet doubly vaccinated - 
please still stay at home; and for those of you who are unwell - yes, keep your bugs to yourself.  
So according to my count, and my eagles who scout for me, that leaves very few of you indeed 
who need to stay home - less than the fingers of one hand.  If you have issues that prevent you 
from joining us, then please make contact with me so that we can discuss them; I am here to 
help.

I am making this plea on behalf of Graham who is way too nice and too much of a gentleman to 
ask himself - I am clearly neither!  So, only if you are completely without any sound at all 
should you use the ‘chat’ room; it is very distracting to others who are trying to engage with the 
service, and adds to Graham’s sense of frustration that he cannot make it all perfect for all of 
you all of the time.  Otherwise, it is requested that the ‘chat’ room is only used before and after 
the service, and not during.

End of gripe.
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