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PROVERBS – THE PATH TO WISDOM 
The Book of Proverbs – The Father’s 2nd Speech 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
If I asked you what the first commandment that comes with a promise, would you remember what it is? 
That phrase comes from Paul’s letter to the Ephesian Christians: 
 
““Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well 
with you and that you may live long in the land.”” (Ephesians 6:2–3, ESV)  
 
This is the only one of the Ten Commandments with a promise. From Exodus 20:12 (ESV) we read, 
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is 
giving you.”  The land of Palestine was supremely important to Israel.  If they remained faithful to God, 
they would experience all His blessings in the land.  For God to remove Israel from the land indicated 
punishment and cursing.  To be taken from the land meant to be taken from the Temple – the presence 
of God.   
 
In New Covenant terms the idea of the land is similar.  It means the presence of God and His blessing in 
our lives.  So, to live an obedient life to the Biblical teaching of your parents comes with a promise of 
God’s presence and blessing.   That’s the point of today’s message. 
 

SCRIPTURE TEXT: PROVERBS 2:1-22 (ESV) 
 
EXPOSITION 
 
STRUCTURE 
 

These 22 verses can be understood very quickly if you note some important grammatical clues.  
They go like this: 
 

1. The son is told by his parents a condition.  3 times the word “if” is used in verses 1 to 4. So 
we note the word “if”. 

2. Then in verse 5, twice the parents use the word “then”. That’s important. 
 
The parents are saying, “Son, IF such and such happens, THEN the result will be such and such.  
That’s verses 1-5. 

  



Pastor Jim MacLellan October 17, 2021 Page 2 
 
 
 

  
Elk Point Baptist Church 

Proverbs – The Path to Wisdom Box 298, Elk Point Alberta T0A 1A0 780 724-4194 
 
 
 

3. What is the advantage of the “then”?  Well in verses 12-19, notice the word “delivering and 
delivered, used twice. 
 

So, stick with me:  Children, IF you will do this, THEN this will happen, and the result will be 
DELIVERANCE. 

  
4. Lastly, verses 20-21 give the important conclusion starting with the little word “so”.   Let’s 

read it:  
 
“So you will walk in the way of the good and keep to the paths of the righteous. For the 
upright will inhabit the land, and those with integrity will remain in it, but the wicked will be 
cut off from the land, and the treacherous will be rooted out of it.” (Proverbs 2:20–22, ESV)  
 
Did you notice that?  If you do __, then ___ will happen and you will be delivered and dwell 
in the land but the wicked won’t.  

 
Therefore these 4 little words map out this whole chapter for us and give us its meaning: IF → 
THEN → DELIVERANCE → BLESSING. 
 
EXPLANATION 
 

We are left with some important questions: 
 

1. What are the conditions?  What does the “if” mean.   Let’s read again verses 1-4: “My son, if 
you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you, making your ear 
attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; yes, if you call out for insight 
and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden 
treasures,” (Proverbs 2:1–4, ESV)  
 
Here we have a picture of a child that listens to their parents.  He or she places great value 
on the instruction of their parents.  The sense you get is that the hunger and pursuit of 
Biblical wisdom is the most important thing to them. The longing of their heart cries out to 
the Lord pleading for Biblical understanding.  Their desire for Biblical truth is more valuable 
than silver or treasures.  
 
Solomon gives us the impression that Biblical wisdom just doesn’t land on you by accident.  
You also don’t get it by osmosis (Just because you’re near somebody that has it).  You must 
take responsibility and make it a priority in your life.   So, what is the “if”?  In one phrase the 
condition required is a passionate priority.   I wonder if we will see anyone like that in Elk 
Point Baptist Church.  Imagine what it would be like to have a young person with one driving 
goal, that is to make the pursuit of godly wisdom their #1 priority? 
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2. If you make biblical wisdom a passionate priority, what can you expect?  Here we come to 
the “then” words.  Then you will “understand the fear of the Lord”.  Then you will find the 
“knowledge of God” and then you will “understand righteousness and justice and equity, 
every good path”. 
 
What’s Solomon saying by all this?   If you will make the pursuit of biblical wisdom your 
number one pursuit, you will have the right view of God, you will know God and you will be 
able to apply right moral, ethical living standards to your life.  
 
In this day when there is such moral confusion in the world imagine a group of young people 
certain of who God is, knowing Him experientially and living according to His right 
standards.  Who will be like that among our youth today?  
  

3. Then Solomon tells you what this will deliver you from.  In one sentence he says, “You will 
be delivered from evil.”  Evil here is described as wicked men and immoral women (in verses 
12-19).    
 
When a young man or a young woman makes the pursuit of biblical wisdom their #1 goal, 
they will have the right view of God, they will know Him, they will be able to apply 
discernment to their lives and will be delivered from evil.   
  

4. Someone might say, “Well so what?” “What’s the gain?  What’s the profit?”  Here’s the 
answer.  Here’s the promise.  Your life will be defined by what is good and righteous. You 
will know God’s presence and blessing in your life.    
 
What if you don’t follow this course of life? What if you choose your own way? To ignore 
this instruction will separate you from God and His blessings.  What a terrible cost.  I’ve 
never met a single person who regretted living their life for Christ.  God’s promise is true.  

 
CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION 
 
These key words describe the teaching of these parents who care for the soul of their children: 
 
IF 

THEN 
DELIVERANCE 

BLESSING 
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It all hinges on that little word “if”.     To know God, to know how to live to please Him, to experience 
deliverance from sin and spiritual blessings, is conditional on that little word “if”.  If you listen and obey 
your parents’ biblical teaching and make the pursuit of God’s wisdom your #1 ambition in life …. Then 
…”  There’s a lot riding on the little word “if”.   Remember again the words of Paul to the Ephesians: 
 
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first 
commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.”” 
(Ephesians 6:1–3, ESV)  
 
Most people in our society view rules and boundaries as restrictive. The whole idea that there is an 
authority — someone who tells people what to do; someone who tells people what is right and what is 
wrong, is an unwelcome thought.  In fact, in the 21st Century if you tell someone that a certain 
behaviour is wrong you are labeled a bigot and accused of hate speech.  
 
That’s not the point of this Proverb.  The point of this Proverb is that there is a Wisdom greater than us 
and if we listen to Him, it will be for our own good.  That’s the fear of the Lord.  There is a God and it’s 
not me or us and He knows best. If we think the best life to live is to do what we want, we will be cast 
out of the land.  We will be separated from God and His blessing.  
 
You might be saying, “I don’t know if I can do this?”  And the truth is that we can’t.  In our own strength 
it is impossible to put Christ first in all that we do. That’s why Proverbs is intended to lead us to Christ.  
When we place our faith in Christ, He makes His home in our lives.  The Bible teaches us that He works 
in us, what He wants us to work out.  Paul wrote: “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”1 
 
For all those who have placed their faith in Christ, He gives us His Holy Spirit, who opens up the Word of 
God to our understanding and enables us to obey Him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Php 2:12–13). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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