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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of 
this community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive 
and serving community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long 
history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and 
opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) 
are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical 
distance for any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom. 
Please check our website on how to book to attend or receive the Zoom link:   
https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or contact admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    
Sunday Evensong will continue livestreamed weekly on the church website and Facebook pages, as 
well as in-person attendance (no pre-registration required) 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9am-12 Noon. We are checking phone messages 
and answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive 
prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their 
prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. 
Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum 
Music:  The MacRae Choral Scholars, 
David Stratkauskas, Director of Music, Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any 
language about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God 
as male, or in terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not 
to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about 
the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of 
the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.  

Cover picture: St John’s Church, Victoria, interior, early 20th century. 

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 

Please stand at the entrance of the clergy.  
The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Music: T. Ebdon (1738-1811) 

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated. 

Psalm    Psalm 141 

1  Lord, I call upon thee, haste thee unto me * and consider my voice when I cry unto 
thee. 
2  Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense * and let the lifting up of my 
hands be an evening sacrifice. 
3  Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth * and keep the door of my lips. 
4  O let not mine heart be inclined to any evil thing * let me not be occupied in ungodly 
works with the men that work wickedness, lest I eat of such things as please them. 
5  Let the righteous rather smite me friendly * and reprove me. 
6  But let not their precious balms break my head * yea, I will pray yet against their 
wickedness. 
7  Let their judges be overthrown in stony places * that they may hear my words, for 
they are sweet. 
8  Our bones lie scattered before the pit * like as when one breaketh and heweth wood 
upon the earth. 
9  But mine eyes look unto thee, O Lord God * in thee is my trust, O cast not out my soul. 
10  Keep me from the snare that they have laid for me * and from the traps of the 
wicked doers. 
11  Let the ungodly fall into their own nets together * and let me ever escape them. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Text: Joshua 14:6-14 

Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal; and Caleb son of Jephunneh 
the Kenizzite said to him, ‘You know what the LORD said to Moses the man of God 
in Kadesh-barnea concerning you and me. I was forty years old when Moses the 
servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land; and I 
brought him an honest report. But my companions who went up with me made 
the heart of the people fail; yet I wholeheartedly followed the LORD my God. And 
Moses swore on that day, saying, “Surely the land on which your foot has trodden 
shall be an inheritance for you and your children for ever, because you have 
wholeheartedly followed the LORD my God.” And now, as you see, the LORD has 
kept me alive, as he said, these forty-five years since the time that the LORD spoke 
this word to Moses, while Israel was journeying through the wilderness; and here 
I am today, eighty-five years old. I am still as strong today as I was on the day that 
Moses sent me; my strength now is as my strength was then, for war, and for 
going and coming. So now give me this hill country of which the LORD spoke on 
that day; for you heard on that day how the Anakim were there, with great 
fortified cities; it may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall drive them out, 
as the LORD said.’ 

Then Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb son of Jephunneh for an 
inheritance. So Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb son of Jephunneh the 
Kenizzite to this day, because he wholeheartedly followed the LORD, the God of 
Israel. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Thomas Attwood Walmisley (1814-1856), Evening Service in D. 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath 
magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled 
the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 
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Second Lesson Text: Matthew 12:1-21 

At that time Jesus went through the cornfields on the sabbath; his disciples were 
hungry, and they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. When the Pharisees saw it, 
they said to him, ‘Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the 
sabbath.’ He said to them, ‘Have you not read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry? He entered the house of God and ate the bread of the 
Presence, which it was not lawful for him or his companions to eat, but only for the 
priests. Or have you not read in the law that on the sabbath the priests in the temple 
break the sabbath and yet are guiltless? I tell you, something greater than the temple is 
here. But if you had known what this means, “I desire mercy and not sacrifice”, you 
would not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.’ 

He left that place and entered their synagogue; a man was there with a withered hand, 
and they asked him, ‘Is it lawful to cure on the sabbath?’ so that they might accuse 
him. He said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has only one sheep and it falls into a pit on 
the sabbath; will you not lay hold of it and lift it out? How much more valuable is a 
human being than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the sabbath.’ Then he said to 
the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He stretched it out, and it was restored, as sound as 
the other. But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him. 

When Jesus became aware of this, he departed. Many crowds followed him, and he 
cured all of them, and he ordered them not to make him known. This was to fulfil what 
had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 
‘Here is my servant, whom I have chosen, 
   my beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased. 
I will put my Spirit upon him, 
   and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. 
He will not wrangle or cry aloud, 
   nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets. 
He will not break a bruised reed 
   or quench a smouldering wick 
until he brings justice to victory. 
   And in his name the Gentiles will hope.’ 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Walmisley 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all 
people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people 
Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    
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Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He 
descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of 
sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 

 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us 
not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

First Collect, of the day: The Episcopal Church 
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who in Christ hast revealed thy glory among the 
nations: Preserve the works of thy mercy, that thy Church throughout the world 
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of thy Name; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Second Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we 
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 

us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Anthem    Text: Psalm 42.1 Music: Stephanie Martin (b.1962) 

  Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum, ita desiderat anima mea ad te, Deus.  
Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks: so longeth my soul after thee, O God. 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn. 

Hymn  (CP 521) Text: John Newton (1725-1807), alt. Music: CAITHNESS (CP 556), Thomas Wright (1763-1829) 

1. Dear Shepherd of your people, hear;  
 your presence now display;  
as you have given a place for prayer,  
 so give us hearts to pray. 

3. May we in faith receive your word,  
 in faith present our prayers,  
and in the presence of our Lord  
 disburden all our cares. 

2. Within these walls let holy peace  
 and love and concord dwell;  
here give the troubled conscience ease,  
 the wounded spirit heal. 

4. The hearing ear, the seeing eye,  
 the humbled mind bestow;  
and shine upon us from on high  
 to make our graces grow. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon 

Please stand to sing the hymn. 
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Final Hymn (NEH 378) Text: John Whittier (1807-1892). Music: BISHOPTHORPE, Jeremiah Clarke (c. 1673-1707)  

1. Immortal Love for ever full, 
for ever flowing free,  
for ever shared, for ever whole, 
a never-ebbing sea. 

4. But warm, sweet, tender, even yet 
a present help is he; 
and faith has still its Olivet, 
and love its Galilee. 

2. Our outward lips confess the name 
all other names above; 
love only knoweth whence it came 
and comprehendeth love. 

5. The healing of his seamless dress 
is by our beds of pain; 
we touch him in life’s throng and press, 
and we are whole again. 

3. We may not climb the heavenly steeps 
to bring the Lord Christ down; 
in vain we search the lowest deeps, 
for him no depths can drown: 

6. Through him the first found prayers are said 
our lips of childhood frame; 
the last low whispers of our dead 
are burdened with his name. 

7. Alone, O Love ineffable,  
thy saving name is given; 
to turn aside from thee is hell, 
to walk with thee is heaven. 

The Blessing or Grace  

Organ Voluntary   
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