
Sermon Notes
Text: Mark 7:24-30

Introduction

In today’s narrative Jesus does something quite unexpected.

1. Jesus is inclusive

This episode in fundamentally about crossing boundaries - it challenges 
the reader not to set limits on the universality of the good news of the 
kingdom of God

2 Corinthians 5:15

2. Jesus is exclusive

Jesus is open to everyone, but they need to accept him on their terms, 
not on theirs.

John 14:6

Isaiah 8:14-15

3. Jesus is full of surprises

Jesus does not fit into our neat little boxes that we create to try to 
understand him. God is much bigger than our imaginations could ever 
hope to fathom.

Romans 11:33-34

“Jesus never sent anyone away empty except those who were full of 
themselves.” - Dwight Moody

Conclusion:
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Life Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. Are you a dog person or a cat person?

Study & Discussion:

1. What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or 
surprised you? What questions do you have? What did you find 
compelling or interesting about this story?

2. Read Mark 7:24-30 and Isaiah 8:14-15. What stands out most to you 
from these passages? How would you respond if you were in this 
woman’s shoes? What in the story would have offended you?

3. Whom might we consider “outsiders” (and have trouble relating to) 
that we know God loves and wants relationship with? Jesus is both 
fundamentally inclusive (everyone is welcome) and fundamentally 
exclusive (He is God and should therefore be the writer and designer 
of our narrative/identity). How is this challenging? How is this 
inspiring? How might our culture react to this kind of Jesus?

4. Why is it so dangerous to feel like we have God figured out? How 
can we continue to be mindful that God is so much bigger than we 
can fathom and yet he cares about us more than we can grasp? 

Practicing the Way of Jesus: Becoming Like Jesus

1. Ask for God to show you a prejudice that you have, perhaps without 
even realizing it. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal what you think about 
this person/group. Ask God to show you how he feels about them 
and to change your heart to be more like his. Pray for the salvation of 
someone who you would consider to be an “other.”

Prayer:
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