
Daniel:  Only One Sovereign King 

God Most High 

Reading:  Daniel 4: 4-27 

 

 INTRODUCTION – Review 

 

Good Morning/Evening, I’m Pastor /Father Geoff. 

 

 

Our walk through the book of Daniel brings us to a high point in the story. 

God has been making himself known through the faithful ministry and testimony of 

four young men of Judah. 

Chapter four is the transcription of a letter from the great king Nebuchadnezzar 

written to “all peoples, nations and languages that dwell in all the earth” (v 1). 

It’s express purpose is to let them know about the “Most High God” and what he has 

done (v 2). 

It is the last story about Nebuchadnezzar recorded in Daniel and it has worldwide 

implications that are still impacting us today (We will talk about this at the end). 

 

Let us drive straight in. 

 

 

 

1.  A Great King Humbled 

 

The story Nebuchadnezzar tells in his letter is one of his humbling and his realization 

of the power and authority of the Most High God. 

Nebuchadnezzar is given a series of dreams to reveal the unfolding of human history 

and something of his own fate. 

He is at the height of his power. 
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He rules an empire that spans the entire known world. 

It is at peace, and he is living in sumptuous luxury 

Daniel 4:4 (ESV)  I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and prospering in my 

palace.  

This must have been in the period of peace that characterized the end of his reign. 

He ruled for 43 years and died in 562 BC. 

He receives this dream as a warning. 

When Daniel interprets the dream he tries to stay God’s hand, and advises 

Nebuchadnezzar to change his ways: 

Daniel 4:27 (ESV)  Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break 

off your sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to 

the oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.”  

 

Nebuchadnezzar, does not seem to take the dream seriously and for a further year he 

lives in his pride and sinfulness 

One day he declares his greatness to his courtiers: 

Daniel 4:29–30 (ESV)   At the end of twelve months he was walking on the roof of 

the royal palace of Babylon, 
30

 and the king answered and said, “Is not this great 

Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the 

glory of my majesty?”  

At that very moment a voice speaks from heaven and he is driven into some form of 

madness that makes him like a beast of the field. 

Daniel 4:33 (ESV)   Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. 

He was driven from among men and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet 

with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles’ feathers, and his nails 

were like birds’ claws.  

He goes from the greatest king the world has known to a deranged animal living in the 

wild. 

“Wet with dew” means he lives out in the open (not under a roof). 

His hair is unkempt, his nails grow long. 
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The story of his humiliation are recorded in the writings of the Greek historian 

Megasthenes (~ 300 BC), and a cuneiform fragment that records he was afflicted 

with a mental illness. 

 

After his mental faculties are restored he writes this letter describing what happened 

and acknowledging the absolute power of God Most High. 

He may even have become a follower of God: 

Daniel 4:37 (ESV)  Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King 

of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in 

pride he is able to humble.  

 

Nebuchadnezzar’s story reveals that there is a God who oversees world affairs. 

 

 

2. A Greater God Acts 

 

God’s revelation of himself to Nebuchadnezzar began with a dream. 

We looked at it in chapter 2 when Daniel describes and interprets the dream about 

the great Statue with a head of gold and feet of iron and clay that is destroyed by a 

stone that grows into a mountain.  

It made Nebuchadnezzar aware of the powerful God the Jews worshipped. 

In chapter 3 Nebuchadnezzar learned that he is a God who is able to rescue his 

servants from a fiery furnace. 

He himself did not yet seem to realize just how powerful the God of the Jews was. 

In particular, he did not realize just how this God was involved in the affairs of the 

world. 

God ruled in heaven.   

Nebuchadnezzar ruled on earth. 

Or so he thought. 
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His worldly empire was oppressive and many people (especially the conquered 

nations) lived difficult lives under his harsh rule. 

Therefore, God acted against him. 

There was another reason why God did this that we will come to but for now let us 

track with the story. 

God warns Nebuchadnezzar that he will go from being the greatest king on earth to 

just a beast in the field. 

From where he sits, that seems ridiculous to Nebuchadnezzar. 

His empire is at peace. 

His capital is secure. 

He wants to enjoy life. 

But his luxury is on the backs of many oppressed people. 

God reveals what will happen and Daniel advises the king to take God seriously and 

change his ways. 

Like most human beings, Nebuchadnezzar likes his luxury and his lifestyle, so he does 

not listen. 

For seven periods of time (v 23, 25), that is for a complete period of time – seven 

being the number of completeness – Nebuchadnezzar will be humbled. 

Eventually, in his humiliation he looks to God –  

Daniel 4:34 (ESV)   At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to 

heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised 

and honored him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

and his kingdom endures from generation to generation;  

As a result God restores him to his throne: 

Daniel 4:36 (ESV)  At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory 

of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors and my 

lords sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still more greatness 

was added to me.  

But now he knows who is in charge: 

Daniel 4:37 (ESV)  Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King 

of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in 

pride he is able to humble.  
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3. A Testimony to the World 

 

Everything we’ve been talking about is recorded in a letter that Nebuchadnezzar sent 

to everyone throughout the Babylonian Empire. 

The purpose of the letter is to testify that the Most High God has absolute authority 

not only in heaven but also on earth. 

At the height of his hubris (which means excessive pride in defiance of God) he boasts 

about his greatness: 

Daniel 4:31–32 (ESV)   While the words were still in the king’s mouth, there fell a 

voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom 

has departed from you, 
32

 and you shall be driven from among men, and your 

dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat grass 

like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that the 

Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.”  

 

At the very heart of the story is this simple fact: God rules on earth and he will give 

authority to whomever he wants. 

Nebuchadnezzar learned this truth the hard way. 

But it has the desired effect. 

He is humbled and testifies to the greatness of God in two short psalms of praise that 

bracket the story that he tells. 

Daniel 4:3 (ESV)   How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His 

kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion endures from generation to 

generation.  

Daniel 4:35 (ESV)  all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and 

he does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants 

of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”  

 

Why is it so important that Nebuchadnezzar learns these lessons and testifies to 

them? 
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 LIVING IT – Only One Supreme God 

 

Here is where we have to step back and take in the broad sweep of history. 

Jerusalem was finally destroyed in 586 BC and the people of Judah are in exile. 

The Northern Kingdom of Israel was taken into captivity in Assyria and never returned. 

The remnant of people who were left became the Samaritans of Jesus’ day. 

In both cases the reason for their punishment was a refusal to worship YHWH alone. 

They always wanted to hedge their bets by worshipping other gods as well. 

 

The Jews returned from exile with one lesson indelibly imprinted on their 

consciousness – there is only one God and he alone should be worshipped. 

From the day of their return, they worshipped only one God, YHWH. 

In fact, during the time of Antiochus IV Epiphanes (d. 164 BC) who was the ruler of the 

Seleucid Empire which had grown out of the conquests of Alexander the Great, the 

Jews faced the most brutal persecution for refusing to acknowledge any other god. 

Their willingness to die rather than submit to foreign worship made the Romans 

recognize them as a distinct group who were not required to worship the emperor. 

The stance of the early Christians in the face of persecution was built upon this 

unwavering conviction they inherited from the Jews. 

They too would rather die than acknowledge any other god. 

 

What God was doing in the days of Daniel the prophet has had lasting worldwide 

implications right up to the present day. 

Most of the world, whether they believe or not, function on the assumption that there 

is only one God (or no god at all). 

It is pretty much only in India that polytheism exists in any significant way. 

Also, everything that is happening is under God’s control.  (Pandemic, election results) 

 

This knowledge of God was essential for Jesus’ ministry. 
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For Jesus to come into a polytheistic society would make him just another god, and 

significantly confuse who he was and what the salvation was that he was bringing. 

The development of the theology of the Holy Trinity – one God in three persons – was 

necessary because of the absolute belief in one God. 

 

It was also part of how the apostles figured out that God was not just the God of the 

Jews. 

Peter had a vision in Acts 10, Paul and Barnabas testified how the Holy Spirit was 

being given to gentiles as much as Jews in Acts 15, and in Romans, Paul reasons that 

since there is only one God he must be the God of everyone. 

Romans 3:29–30 (ESV)   Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of 

Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 
30

 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by 

faith and the uncircumcised through faith.  

 

It is in this testimony from the time of the exile that the Jews as a nation were finally 

convicted about the absolute sole existence of YHWH as the only true God. 

From this then it becomes the sole purpose of human beings to know him and follow 

him, or as the Westminster Shorter Catechism puts it in the first question: 

Q. What is the chief end of man? 

A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 

 

That is what our livers are all about too. 

 

St Irenaeus of Lyons, 130–202 AD 

I appeal to you, Lord, God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob and Israel, You the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Infinitely merciful as You are, it is Your will that we 

should learn to know You. You made heaven and earth, You rule supreme over all that 

is. You are the true, the only God; there is no other god above You. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ…and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, grant that all who read 

what I have written here may know You, because You alone are God; let them draw 

strength from You; keep them from all teaching that is heretical, irreligious or godless. 

AMEN. 


