
Exegetical Notes for June 2018 

 

Our thanks to the Rev. Pilar Gateman, Regional Dean of High River,  

for writing the Lectionary Notes this month. 

 

June 3, 2018 – Pentecost 2 

 

Mark 2:23-3:6 - Ministry on the Sabbath 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

Another passage where certain groups are attempting to trap Jesus. But if we stop there 

we miss a depth in the passage that is really valuable for us in our current culture and 

context 

Sabbath was made for us. If God who is omniscient and loves us made sabbath for us, 

there must be some value we get from honouring the Sabbath! 

Keeping Sabbath is one of the 10 commandments… number 4 to be exact. The first 

three commandments have to do directly with God (Only have one, no idols, not using 

God’s name in vain) the last five commandments have to do with others (murder, 

coveting etc.) The fourth commandment is somehow one that allows us to garner 

strength in a variety of ways from the God of the first 3 commandments in order to love 

others in the ways the last 5 commandments direct us. 

This passage combines a new way of considering Sabbath and also the authority of 

Jesus. 

“son of man” is possibly a reference to Daniel 7 which refers to the coming messiah and 

which signals the beginning of God’s kingdom. Jesus is not saying any man is king of 

the Sabbath. He means the messiah 

These two topics; Sabbath and Messianic identity are topics which our culture 

desperately need to know about. 

Sabbath is not just a commandment – but we were designed to rest and to rejoice. Our 

culture does not always encourage that. But the One who loves us has designed us to 

rest and rejoice in the God who creates healthy rhythms and invites us into them. 

 
Commentary Links for this passage: 

Abingdon New Testament Commentary 

  



June 10, 2018 – Pentecost 3 

 

Mark 3:20-35 - "He has gone out of his mind!" 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

Tough passages that push us against our preconceived notions about who God is and 

what we think God would ask of us are important to not dismiss. 

 

Once people have decided that you are mad or in league with the devil then they can 

easily justify whatever they say or do about you and to you. Even Jesus own family 

begin to think him mad. 

 

In Mark 1:7  john the Baptist says that “someone stronger than me” was coming. Now 

Jesus speaks about tying up the strong man. Jesus now acting as the stronger one. 

 

Scribes don’t like what Jesus does because it doesn’t fit into their nice, neat categories. 

They must label him so that he can be sidelined. Accusing him of being possessed is a 

good way for that to happen. 

 

Jesus doesn’t fight back with equal accusations. He simply asks them to consider the 

flaw in their thinking. If the “accuser” (word for Satan) is casting out the accuser then 

he’s kicking himself out! Absurd. If the devil is fighting himself then his kingdom must be 

on the way out. 

 

Unforgivable sin warning – They have just labeled Jesus as being the devil. It’s a bit like 

believing a conspiracy theory. Once you believe something like that, everything else you 

see will just confirm your thoughts. You are blind to the truth. It’s not that God gets 

particularly angry with one type of sin. It’s more like when we decide that a lawyer is a 

crook, you won’t trust him/her to draw up your legal papers. Much like those who 

thought Jesus was the devil. 

 
Commentary for this passage: 

Abingdon New Testament Commentary 

 

  



June 17, 2018 – Pentecost 4 

 

Mark 4:26-34 - Parables about the Kingdom of God 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

I don’t think Jesus is being deliberately difficult or obtuse with this parable. But these 

stories often resonate on more than one level 

 

The comment about “going in with the sickle because the harvest has come” is a quote 

from Joel 3:13. Joel is all about the coming of the Lord/the messiah – about how things 

will be restored, how his spirit will be poured out and there will be a harvest of judgment 

against the nations. Many people in that setting were relishing that idea. 

 

Jesus is telling them, it’s time… but it isn’t going to look like what they expected. God 

isn’t just planning to reap vengeance. Judgement is going to look quite different. 

 

Note: comment about the seed germinating and growing. Farmer goes to bed but 

doesn’t know how seed sprouts. Seed is doing what the man is doing – ‘sleeping in the 

soil’. Referring to the cycle of night/day or seedtime/harvest. 

 

One of the words used for “get up” in the description of the seed growing is also the 

word used for resurrection.  

 

Jesus ministry doesn’t look like the sort of thing people were expecting. Just like Jesus 

came from small and seemingly unimportant beginnings, like the mustard seed… 

 

This is God’s way of working – God’s way of growing a kingdom. 

 

Reference to birds making nests comes from Ezekiel 17:23, 31:6 and Daniel 4:12, 21 

where the prophets speak of a great kingdom growing like a tree. 

 
Commentary for this passage: 

Abingdon New Testament Commentary 

 

  



June 24, 2018 – Pentecost 5 

 

Mark 4:35-41 - Jesus Calms the Storm 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

Wind and storms can whip up very quickly on the Sea of Galilee.  

 

Also – those reading Mark would have heard echoes of Jonah and the great storm that 

arose. Or how God made a way through the sea in Egypt. In Genesis God creates order 

out of the primal sea. The Psalms speak often of God ruling the raging sea. In Daniel 

the monsters come from the sea. 

 

Jews were not a seafaring people. 

 

The sea began to symbolize the dark power of evil 

 

When Jesus rescues the disciples from storm we see in a concrete way that God’s 

power I being unleashed – God’s kingdom is at hand. 

 

Jesus is so confident of God’s presence and power that he falls asleep 

 

Jesus reverses the question the disciples ask about him caring that the boat might sink. 

He asks them “don’t you believe yet?” 

 

We hear something similar at the cross and on the third day the storm stills and the 

tomb is empty 

 

Winds and storms come our way. The power of evil was broken at the cross and in the 

empty tomb. 

 

We can all relate to the frightened men on that boat. Mark invites us to wake Jesus up. 

Pray to him in our fear and anger – let him challenge you in getting a stronger faith. 

 

 
Commentary for this passage: 

New Interpreter's Bible Commentary 


