
Prayers of the People- October 10, 2021 
When you hear the words Loving God, please join George by answering, hear Our Prayer 
Loving God, 
 
The thanksgiving story centers on new immigrants to North America who after hardship and strife, 
manage to finally garden productively producing a harvest of food. The story goes that they celebrate 
with the first nation’s people praising God with gratitude for their good fortune. We commemorate this 
holiday annually by getting together with friends and family for a Thanksgiving meal. We thank you for 
being able to continue this traditions, with food on our tables, and for families and friends we can share 
a Thanksgiving meal with.  Loving God, Hear our prayer 
 
As time goes on, God, we pray for a church building that might be accessible to us again.  We miss the 
serenity we feel when we are able to worship in our sanctuary at Christ Church Gabriola.  For me, I 
clearly feel your presence when I am in that simple beautiful church. We need to be responsible 
stewards of our parishioners health and safety and we are compelled to follow the provincial health 
regulations, but we offer up to you, God, our longing and desire to once again be a church with open 
doors and face to face interactions.  Help us to find creative ways to come together again.  Loving God, 
Hear our prayer 
 
We are grateful, dear God, but we are also tired.  Tired of a pandemic that never seems to end.  Tired of 
masks that make it hard to hear or recognize people, or see them smile, tired of the hostilities we see on 
the television between people who believe in vaccines, and those who don’t and tired of being afraid 
that maybe the virus will show up in our homes and neighbourhoods. Help us to deal with the anxiety, 
anger and frustration we feel at a world that seems to be changing in very unhelpful ways.  During this 
time of thanksgiving, help us to hold on to gratitude as the way forward.  Help us to find joy in the small 
beautiful moments of island life; the beach at sunset, the leaves changing colour, the sparkle of sunlight 
on water. Help us feel the gratitude for what we do have:  Zoom, Rev. Karen who leads great worship 
each week, for small opportunities to gather in person for an outdoor Eucharist, topical meetings 
outdoors AS we progress towards a more normal way of living, help us to be optimistic and grateful, 
knowing that you work in this world towards a greater good, that not one of us is alone, and that with 
your help we can face our challenges courageously.  Loving God, Hear our prayer.  
 
Sometimes adversity has its gifts.  With time on our hands, more quilts, more prayer shawls have been 
made that have brought warmth, comfort and delight to those who receive them.  Books that have 
languished on shelves may have finally been read and appreciated.  Families have bonded as parents 
work from home, people cook more, perhaps find new skills.  We are grateful for opportunities for 
personal growth that have blossomed during this difficult time.  But we are also very conscious of the 
pitfalls that this time of isolation and disease has laid bare, as more anxiety and mental health issues 
arise, and the health system becomes vulnerable to collapse.  Help each one of us to find the balance 
needed to be able to deal with our everyday challenges.  Loving God, Hear our prayer 
 
Dear God, I personally need to thank you for your comfort, and for the church family here at Christ 
Church Gabriola that has helped me deal with the loss of my husband.  I have such gratitude for my 
island and Church friends who, with Christ as their guide, have compassionately held Rick and I in their 
prayers. We pray for all those who are experiencing loss, coping with illness and we take the time now 
to say their names in our hearts.  We pray they may find comfort in your loving embrace.  Loving God, 
Hear our prayer.  Amen 
We will now pray as you taught us:  



 
  


