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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
“People of Christ Making a Difference” 

119 N Church Street 
Lexington, SC 

 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 

October 17, 2021 
 

WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE! 
 

We are so glad that you are worshipping with us!  Here are a few helpful things to know: 
 

The church’s office hours are Monday through Thursday 8am-4pm.  Please don’t hesitate to let us 
know how we can help!  The pastor is available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis 
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing him (jasonantley@earthlink.net). 
 

If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page.  On your phone, 
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full 
website).  As you scroll down the homepage you will see SIX BOXES.  Here are the details: 
 

Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube. 
 

Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual 

worship. 
 

Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship 

services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there 
directly.  Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays. 
 

Box 4) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either 
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or 
giving through the Givelify app.  This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving.  For 
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya 
Reynolds. 
 

Box 5) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get 

on Sunday.  
 

If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to 
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors.  We 
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can!  Please take time to call folks who may not 
have a strong network and may be in need.  Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be 
“People of Christ Making a Difference!” 
 

Please don’t forget to check us out on Facebook!  God bless you!  We love you!  Hope to see you 
soon! 
 
 
 

mailto:jasonantley@earthlink.net
http://www.sslc.org/
file:///C:/Users/nanna/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KMX4GOQT/tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship
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GATHERING MUSIC 
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE 
 
INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  
CONFESSION 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
  
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen 

  
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ.  By grace we have been saved.  In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts 
through faith. 
Amen 
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GATHERING SONG         "To Be Your Presence” (Vs. 1 & 4)      ELW 546 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you always. 
And also with you.  
 
RESPONSIVE LITURGY 
Teach us God to be all that You want us to be. 
Help us to serve you faithfully. 
Teach us to give and not to worry. 
Help us to live fully in Your generous ways. 
Teach us to work, rest, and play. 
Help us to labor unselfishly for your glory. 
Teach us to do Your will. 
Lead and guide us as we strive to be your good servants every day. 
 
THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 
 



4 

FIRST READING                  Job 38:1-7 [34-41] 
  
1The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
2“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
3Gird up your loins like a man, 
 I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
 Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
 Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6On what were its bases sunk, 
 or who laid its cornerstone 
7when the morning stars sang together 
 and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
[34“Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, 
 so that a flood of waters may cover you? 
35Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go 
 and say to you, ‘Here we are’? 
36Who has put wisdom in the inward parts, 
 or given understanding to the mind? 
37Who has the wisdom to number the clouds? 
 Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, 
38when the dust runs into a mass 
 and the clods cling together? 
39“Can you hunt the prey for the lion, 
 or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 
40when they crouch in their dens, 
 or lie in wait in their covert? 
41Who provides for the raven its prey, 
 when its young ones cry to God, 
 and wander about for lack of food?”] 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM               Psalm 91:9-16 
  
9Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 
 and the Most High your habitation, 
10no evil will befall you, 
 nor shall affliction come near your dwelling. 
11For God will give the angels charge over you, 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
12Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
13You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; 
 you will trample down the lion and the serpent. 
14I will deliver those who cling to me; 
 I will uphold them, because they know my name. 
15They will call me, and I will answer them; 
 I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them. 
16With long life will I satisfy them, 
 and show them my salvation. 

 
SECOND READING           Hebrews 5:1-10 

  
1Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their 
behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and 
wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; 3and because of this he must offer sacrifice for 
his own sins as well as for those of the people. 4And one does not presume to take this honor, but 
takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5So also Christ did not glorify himself in 
becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I 
have begotten you”; 6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the 
order of Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 
obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL             Mark 10:35-45 
  
The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for 
you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are 
able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which 
I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, 
but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
  41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called 
them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; 
but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to 
be first among you must be slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON              Pastor Dennis 
  
 
SERMON                Pastor Dennis 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” (Vs. 1 & 2)     ELW 659 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us and our calling 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far in the name of 
Christ.  Don’t forget to support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing 
your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  This may also 
be a time to consider direct deposit giving.  For more details please contact our Parish 
Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 
Anthem            "Make Me a Servant"            Kelly Willard 

CCLI Song # 33131; CCLI License # 2440064 
  

Make me a servant, humble and meek.  
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak.  

And may the prayer of my heart always be:  
Make me a servant, make me a servant, make me a servant today. 

  
DOXOLOGY 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE PREFACE 
 
THE SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized!  This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental 
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for 
us for the forgiveness of our sins.  It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, 

however with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your 
context for your family to share.  As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ 
found in, with, and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy 
Sacrament transcend space and time.  May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so 
that we may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day. 
 

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 

The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

The communicant may say: “Amen.”) 
 

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn. 
  

  

C 
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Communion Hymn          “Oh Master, Let Me Walk with You”      LBW 492 
 

 
 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the + 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG          “The Church of Christ in Every Age” (Vs. 1 & 5)     ELW 729 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE    
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of Marty, my beautiful wife of fifty 

years, by Jim Nantz. 
  
  
  
  
SERVING TODAY: 

Ushers: Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Pat Bowen, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Otis Rawl,  
  and Vernon Hester; 
Readers: Jane Kennedy 
Communion Assistants: Craig Wheatley 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  [A] Bia Oxley [C] Alaina Wenzel; 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 

The Rev. Jason T. Antley    Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life 
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director  Mr. Tyler Meade Young, Organist 
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director  Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton    Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
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