
                                      
                                                                                                                            


Title:  A Prayer for Power 
Primary Text: 1 Kings 18

Expanded Reading: James 5:13-18, 2 Timothy 1:7, 2 Chronicles 7:14-15, Acts 1:8, 1 
Corinthians 4:20 

Big Idea: This weekend our guest preacher, Jeremy Kinniburgh, spoke about prayer 
and how our prayer matters and can make a difference.  We are told in James 5 that 
prayer can be powerful and effective.  He spoke about a Prayer for power in the life of 
Israel with the Prophet Elijah.  He shared some background and understanding around 
the drought, rain, water, fire and sacrifice in the life and history of the people of God in 
1 Kings under king Ahab and Jezebel.  From our vantage point all these years removed 
we get to see things from a larger perspective and can see how God was at work, even 
in those challenging times to reveal himself to his people as powerful and the one true 
God.  Through the Mt. Carmel account we see what happened when God's faithful 
servant chose to stand up on behalf of God and pray a prayer that was powerful and 
effective in partnering with God in what he was already wanting to do!  We can do the 
same. In Christ are seen as righteous people and as those filled with and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit.  As such we can pray prayers that are powerful and effective when 
we pray in agreement with and alignment with what God is doing and what he is long-
ing to do!  God is looking for people today who are willing to pray prayers of faith that 
are only possible if God shows up and moves!  Our prayers matter!

______________________________________________________________________________


Engage     
When you think of the word “power” with regards to prayer and the 
Christian faith what comes to mind? 
a. What  stood out to you/challenged you/ made you think in the

sermon? 

Learn    Read the Primary Text 

1. What role does Elijah’s prayer play in this story? 
2. How is his prayer different than the prayers of the prophets of Baal?

3. What is the significance of the fire of heaven burning up the entirety of the 

sacrifice, stone altar and water? 

- Sermon Bible Study Series -

Sermon Bible Study Series 



Deepen     
1. What questions did you want to ask when listening to the sermon? 
2. What Scripture passages might inform these unanswered questions?  
3. How do you respond to the following statement: “Your prayers mat-

ter and can make a difference in the world around you.”  How might 
what you believe about this greatly affect your desire and investment 
in prayer? 

4. In your experience to date have you seen prayer be “powerful and 
effective”? How have you seen God move in your story?  Share an 
example, if possible, of a time when when you saw this in your life? 

Live 	 	     
Prayer activity:  
1. Is there a circumstance or situation that God might be wanting to 

move right now?  How can you partner in prayer with Him? 
2. Where in your life do you need to experience the power of God right 

now?  Have others pray for you in your group if possible. 
3. What are some ways that you can be praying for the community 

where your group meets right now to experience the power and 
presence of God? (Take time to pray together or commit to pray to-
gether this week)
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