
Small Group Study Guide 
Reflections:  Remembering who we are again 
1 Corinthians 13:12 
From Sunday October 10, 2021 
 
Start your time together just with a moment of 
silence, to collect your thoughts and to prayer 
personally that God would direct your thoughts, 
conversation and response to the study. 
 

Appetizer: 
 
Question:  Go around the room and ask:  What is 
something unique about you that the rest of us don’t 
know? 
 

Main Course: 
 
Read:  1 Corinthians 13:12 together.  Talk about 
what stands out to people (different words or 
concepts) 
 
Context:  In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul was addressing 
the proper way to use Spiritual gifts in the church, 
suggesting that everything had to be done in love.  
He then goes about explaining what love looks like 
and why it is so important, creating a list that is 
admirable but hard to follow.  He ends the passage 
by acknowledging that love is important to hold on 
to because we are incomplete and have not arrived 
in our full understanding of God.  However, he also 
acknowledges the hope that one day we will “know 
as we are known.” 
 
Discussion:  In the sermon this week, Jeff mentioned 
the Hebrew word behind the English word “Face”.  
He talked about how the word for face is always 
multi-faceted (multi-faced).  With this in mind, we 
read in the Scriptures that no one can see the face of 
God and live.  A couple questions:  (1) Why is seeing 
all of the “faces of God” (or the sum of all he is) so 
dangerous for us? (2) What aspects of God’s face 
can we see?  (Hint:  Read Exodus 33:19-20, and 2 
Corinthians 5:21 for some ideas) 
 
Something to consider:  When God talks to Moses in 
Exodus 33:14 about his “presence” going with him, 
it’s the same Hebrew word for face (Panim).  What is 
the correlation between “Presence” and “Identity”? 
 

Discussion:  We are also multi-faceted; there are 
many aspects to ourselves.  How is this a challenge 
to the way we walk with God (or as Paul says, how 
does this contribute to us only knowing “in part”?) 
 
 
Activity:  There are many Scriptures that talk about 
who we are in Christ.  Take a few minutes just to 
quote Scriptures or ideas found in Scriptures that 
describe who we are (Example:  A New Creation, 
Children of God, etc.) 
 
In our passage today, we see that even though we 
don’t know fully all that God is up to, we are known 
by God. 
 
Question:  What does it mean to you to be known by 
God? 
 

Dessert: 
 
C.S. Lewis gave a couple suggests a few years ago 
about how to remember to be authentic before a 
God who knows us. 
 
1.  We must speak with our own voice, not borrowed 
voices. 
2.  We must express actual desires, not what we 
imagine we desire. 
 
What do you think he meant by these two thoughts? 
 
How do we recognize and acknowledge our own 
voice and own desires before God, both the good, 
the bad, and the ugly? 
 
Closing in prayer:  
 
Take a moment to reflect on two elements of 
hearing God’s voice: 
 
Repentance:  Repentance means to change our way 
of thinking (sometimes that is confession, sometimes 
that is seeing things differently).  Ask each person in 
the group to write down or to say the answer to 
this question:  What is Jesus saying to you about 
what we talked about today? 
 
Believe:  Believing is faith or “trust in God” through 
action.  Ask each person in the group:  What 
specifically does Jesus want me to do about what 
he is saying to me?  Encourage people to be 



specific.  It’s not about being a “works” based 
Christian, but about putting our faith into action:  If 
Jesus is saying something to us than how will we 
make his words part of our habits this week? 
 
After people have shared (and it’s okay if they don’t 
know the answers to either of these questions) take 
a moment to pray for everyone a prayer of blessing, 
reminding everyone that the one we pray to knows 
us and loves us and calls us towards knowing his 
face. 
 
 


