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PROVERBS – THE PATH TO WISDOM 
The Book of Proverbs – The Father’s 1st Speech 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The design and structure of the Book of Proverbs points to 10 speeches given by a father to a son. We 
should be reminded that although it’s the father’s voice speaking, he is speaking on behalf of his wife.  
This is consistent within this literature.  The father’s voice is complimented at the end of Proverbs by the 
voice of Lemuel’s mother (Proverbs 31).  
 
You might wonder, “Are all daughters excluded from the conversation? The answer is no.  You will recall 
that the Proverbs are intended for “simple” ones (1:4). That is not intended to be derogatory. The 
purpose of Proverbs is for the children and the untaught. In fact, the word that Solomon uses “my son” 
in Hebrew includes all youths regardless of gender.  But the author is portraying is a conversation 
between himself, the father, and his son.  The father is collaborating with his wife; and his son is 
representing all children.  The Apostles, in fact, never resisted applying Proverbial literature to the whole 
Church. So, in this series I will apply this as parents to children.   This is the first speech. 
 
Let’s read the passage and then I intend to unpack it, then apply it.    
 

SCRIPTURE TEXT: PROVERBS 1:8-19 (ESV) 
 
EXPOSITION 
 
1. The Appeal by the Parents.   Notice the desire of the parents for the child to “hear” and not 
“forsake”.  Of course, the children were not to forsake the parental teaching.  But we mustn’t forget 
what instruction this was. As devout Hebrew parents, their curriculum was the Torah, the Law. 
Deuteronomy 6:4–9 (ESV) was their direction: 
 
“4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on 
your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them 
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.”  
 
The plea to the children is, “Don’t write off your parents’ teaching of the Bible.”  “Listen to it.”  “Don’t 
turn away from it.”  Be humble and teachable as noted in the Prologue.   
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The parents seek to motivate their child by reminding them that if the child listens and follows the 
parental instruction, this instruction will be as a “graceful garland for your head and pendants for your 
neck.” (Proverbs 1:9, ESV).  Obviously, we are speaking in poetic terms.  The idea is not that obedient 
children will go around looking like Hawaiian dancers.  
 
Dr. Waltke points out that the garland and pendants likely point back to the Egyptian culture “signifying 
victory and vindication over enemies, power and life, as well as prestige and high social status.”1  The 
implication is obvious. Children who listen to their parents, who heed the advice of their parents gain for 
themselves a sense of accomplishment in life.  We can never underestimate the value of children 
obeying their parents. Here in poetic language, we see that children who listen and obey the instruction 
of their parents will appear in life as accomplished, respected adults.  
 
There are those who listen to the voice of their parents, but there are other voices seeking your 
attention.  In this case it’s the voice of greed. 
 

2. The Voice of the Crowd.    The description of the people that will try to entice their children is very 
dramatic.  Again, this is Hebrew poetry.  The description of these people sounds more like a gang, more 
like the mob, more like the Godfather’s family.  Why would the author describe these people as 
gangsters?  It’s because the issue just isn’t greed.  It’s seeking to get things unjustly (v19).  It’s a greed 
that says, “I want _______________ and I don’t care how I get it.”   It can show up in many ways: 
 

a. Bullies at school that want recognition and they don’t care who they hurt. 
b. Computer hackers that steal information and money and don’t care who they victimize. 
c. Political representatives that just care for their own interests and not their constituents. 
d. People who gossip about others, just to make themselves look good and honorable. 
e. And so on. 

 
This is a greed that desires something and will hurt anyone to get it.  It’s a greed, according to this text, 
that: 
 

a) Greed sucks the life out of its victims. 
b) Greed ambushes the innocent 
c) Greed draws its victims into death 

 
With that description why would anyone listen to the voice of greed? It’s because greed comes with 
promises of sharing in the common purse; promises of a community; promises to be accepted, promises 
of friends for life; promises of loyalty. Greed promises a family – a fake family.  Sadly, this so-called 
family will always let them down.  
 

 
1 Waltke, B. K. (2004). The Book of Proverbs, Chapters 1–15 (p. 187). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot20pr1?ref=BibleBHS.Pr1.9&off=882&ctx=a+symbolic+metaphor+~signifying+victory+a
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So, Mom and Dad gave their children a warning.  
 

3. The Stark Warning.  These parents don’t beat around the bush.  They call this greed what it is.  It is 
sin.  Notice the words: “My son, if sinners entice you.”   Greed is sin.  Greed is a violation of the 
character and the will of God.  This type of greed denies the goodness of God and fails to trust the loving 
providence of God.  This kind of greed says, “God is holding out on me, and I have to get what I want no 
matter what.”   Let me ask you: 
 

a. Have you ever given in to peer pressure to do wrong?  That’s greed. 
b. Have you ever been so lonely and so unhappy, you will look for love in all the wrong places?  

That’s greed. 
c. Have you ever used people to get what you want?  Have you ever manipulated people to get 

your own way?  That’s greed. 
d. Have you ever lied to make yourself look better?  That’s greed. 
e. Have you ever taken money from your parents?  From the petty cash box? From the school lab? 

That’s greed. 
f. Have you ever taken money from the government?  Did a deal under the table? That’s greed. 

 
When you look at the morality of our society today, the root problem is the same.  
 

a. It’s greed that propels an unmarried woman and an unmarried man into a sexual relationship. 
b. It’s greed that draws a husband or a wife into an adulterous affair. 
c. It’s greed that destroys the life in the womb. 
d. It’s greed that takes the life of the disabled or the aged. 
e. It’s greed that drives a man or a woman to disfigure their bodies so they can pretend to be a 

gender they want to be, instead of what they are.  
 
Let’s be clear, Solomon is not talking about honest industrious living or producing wealth through ethical 
means or gaining prestige through God’s grace and providence.  He’s talking about that strong, selfish 
desire to have more of something and be willing to do whatever it takes to get it.    
 
What these parents want their children to know is that greed is self-destructing.   Greed is deceptively 
self-destructing.   If you set a trap for a bird in the open, they have enough sense to avoid it.  Not greed.   
 
Now here’s the conclusion to their lesson: 
 
“Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain; it takes away the life of its possessors.” 
(Proverbs 1:19, ESV)  

 
CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION 
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The most basic lesson in this passage is simply this: Don’t listen to the wrong voice.  These parents paint 
a picture of what will occur if you listen to the wrong voice.  “We have been given a picture of a path of 
sin that leads to destruction: a direction of heart and action that takes away life.”2 
 
How different it is with those who listen to the voice of Jesus.  “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10, ESV).  Jesus went on to say 
that those who are His sheep “hear his voice.”3  
 

➢ Parents?  Teach your children the voice of Jesus.  Teach them through His Word.  Teach them 
through your conversation.  Teach them through your example.  Teach them the voice of Jesus. 
 

➢ Children?  Listen to the voice of Jesus.  He promises an abundant life.  The voice of greed can 
only promise you death. 

 
Perhaps you feel guilty this morning.  Perhaps some of the behaviors of greed have hit home.  Jesus 
came to take this sin upon Himself on behalf of all who believe and have faith in Him.  John wrote that 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9, ESV).  There is total forgiveness for all who will repent and turn from sin – 
who will find their contentment and rest in Christ. May I encourage you to do that today.  The voice of 
greed will destroy you; Jesus promises abundant life.  
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
2 Nielson, K. (2020). Proverbs for You. (C. Laferton, Ed.) (pp. 33–34). The Good Book Company. 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 10:3). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/gwfy20pr?ref=Bible.Pr1.8-3.35&off=5152&ctx=seek+%E2%80%9Cunjust+gain.%E2%80%9D+~We+have+been+given+a
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jn10.3&off=42&ctx=r+opens%E2%80%A2.+The+sheep+~hear+his+voice%2c+and+

