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Welcome & Introduction 

How wealthy do you think you are? Wealthy compared to whom?  
How closely do you hold your wealth to your chest?  

How close to your heart are your bank book, shares and your possessions?  
Is God first in every area of your life including your wealth?  
Jesus comes to show us what true wealth and treasure are about. Life is not about how many ‘toys’ 
we can amass in our lives, but about having God as first and foremost. From there we can nurture 

genuinely caring relationships with each other in the Kingdom of God, and discover a far deeper 
and enriching life with God at the centre. Jesus says that ‘we do not need to let our left hand know 
what our right hand is doing.’ God is not counting OUR good deeds but is just asking us to focus on 
him so that he can work through us in our relationships with one another. We no longer need to 

judge others or ourselves. All that has been sorted out and we can now rest in the grace of God 
that we find in the life and person of Jesus. We now have the privilege of freely being led by 
God’s Spirit each day of our lives to share our wealth wherever God might be opening our eyes to 
ministry and people’s needs. 

 
Let's begin our worship in the name of this God, the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 

Songs 

The Passion CCLI#7102399 
 
Revelation Song CCLI#447960 

 
 

Bible Reading 

Mark 10:17-27 
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” 
he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-Wrs81Ga7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FrhDJa3XCM
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one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not 

commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor 
your father and mother.” 20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face 

fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 23 Jesus looked around and said to his 
disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were amazed at his 
words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”27 Jesus 
looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with 
God.”  

 
 

Message 

Of these three leading candidates who would you elect to be the Prime Minister of Australia? 
Candidate A associates with crooked politicians, and consults with astrologists. He's had two 
Mistresses. He also chain smokes and drinks 8 to 10 martinis a day. Candidate B was kicked out of 

political office twice, sleeps until noon, used opium in university and drinks a quart of whiskey every 
evening. Candidate C is a decorated war hero. He's a vegetarian, doesn't smoke, drinks an 
occasional beer and never cheated on his wife.  
 

Who would you choose? Believe it or not, candidate A is Franklin D. Roosevelt, candidate B is 
Winston Churchill and the third candidate is Adolph Hitler.  
 

I am sure that most of us have heard this surprising comparison at some stage, but it is helpful as we 
ask the question of ‘Who is good?’ This was the question being discussed by the wealthy man and 
Jesus in today’s Gospel lesson. Even though we think we can be discerning of other people, we so 
readily judge from outward appearances. This is certainly what all of our media and publicity use 

in their marketing approaches. On the basis of the marketing research, people who are materially 
wealthy are seen to be at the top of society. We are constantly told: ‘This is where you want to be 
and this is where you will get to if you buy our product or buy our lifestyle. This will make you feel 
that you are on the way to the top.’ 

 
By contrast, Jesus points away from himself and calls only God ‘good’. In so doing he ironically 
shows that he is truly ‘good’: even more than that, that he in fact is God himself.  The one who is 
‘good’ is not the one doing the adding up of the ‘good deeds’, nor the one who is accruing ‘brownie 

points’ so that THEY can earn eternal life. This shows how Jesus is genuinely the Son of God who 
reflects true love and care for all people. His focus is not on himself but on those whom he loves. 
Jesus is the one who enters into our world, into our struggles and temptations and knows what it 

means to be tempted by these false realities and gods. When Jesus was in the desert for 40 days 
with the devil, he was tempted to find a safer and more acceptable way of loving and saving the 
world. Satan wanted to offer Jesus material benefits and quick fixes so that he would not have to 
deal with the pain and mess of humanity. But Jesus was left with the only genuine way of being 

‘good’. The true way of being ‘good’ is to place all of your trust in God, for all that you have, 
whatever might be the cost. For Jesus this cost was to be his life.  
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Our intentions are part of what define us...two people can be doing exactly the same task but 

doing it for two totally different motives. We might think of the example of two grandchildren 
assisting their grandmother with some gardening at her home. The one might be doing it with the 
intention of genuinely helping and loving their grandmother. The other might be doing it with the 
motive of getting into grandmother’s ‘good books’ so that they might receive some additional part 

of her inheritance when she dies. Both grandchildren might do exactly the same activities but have 
different intentions. If the truth be known, possibly both grandchildren might be doing these deeds 
of love with mixed intentions. It is only God who can discern the genuine attitude of either of these 

grandchildren. But isn’t it so with all of us? It is at this point that with the disciples we ask: ‘Who can 
be saved?’ We come to the point that St Paul comes to in Romans 3:12: ‘There is no one who does 
good, not even one’.  We all would like to act with genuine motives in all we do, but we have to be 
honest that we fall so far short of a genuinely loving life.  

 
Jesus discerned that the wealthy man was outwardly doing all the right things, even to the point of 
approaching Jesus and acknowledging Jesus as a good master. But he cannot cope when Jesus 
lovingly points out to him his underlying idolatry and unwillingness to allow God to be first in his 

life. The wealthy man still wants to call the shots in his life, including the way he gains not only 
wealth, but also ‘eternal life’. He wants to be the provider of all that he owns and wants the credit 
for that as well. He wants all that he has on his own terms.  
 

Our Christian faith allows us the freedom to honestly admit that we are imperfect and broken 
people with all sorts of wrong motives and attitudes. St Paul goes on to say: ‘all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 

came by Christ Jesus.’ (3:21-24) It is when we discover this that then we start to allow God into our 
lives to change us from the inside. Then the Holy Spirit starts to take over and transform our attitude 
to ourselves and other people. We discover that true ‘good’ is to no longer be in control of our lives 
but to acknowledge our limitations and brokenness as humans. We are to set aside our pride and 

idolatry as we discover what it means to be vulnerable, compassionate and caring of all people, 
especially people at the bottom of the pile of life.   
 
Jesus comes to show us what true wealth and treasure are about. Life is not about how many ‘toys’ 

we can amass in our lives, but about putting God first. Then we can nurture genuinely caring 
relationships with each other in the Kingdom of God. Jesus says that ‘we do not need to let our left 
hand know what our right hand is doing.’ God is not counting OUR good deeds but is just asking us 
to focus on him so that he can work through us in our relationships with one another. We no longer 

need to judge others or ourselves. All that has been sorted out and we can now just rest in the 
grace of God that we find in the life and person of Jesus. We now have the privilege of freely 
being led by God’s Spirit each day of our lives.  
 

Jesus invitation to the rich man, to sell his possessions and give them to the poor, cut to the heart of 
the rich man’s superficial interest in Jesus and in eternal life.  This rich man possibly had been so 
spoilt by his parents in life that it was easy to love them when they had given him so much. And 

because he was wealthy he did not need to steal, murder, lie or defraud other people. The rich 
man had it all. How would he fare in keeping all of these commandments if he did not have his 
wealth as a prop or security blanket in his life? Would he have been as loving and grateful to his 
parents? Would he be tempted to steal or even possibly murder if he was a poor man who did not 

feel that life had been fair to him? Or would he be tempted to lie to others to try and show that he 
was more than what he really was? Or would he lie in order to sell items that were shonky so that 
he could make a greater profit?  
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We all have varying degrees of wealth. In the western wealthy world we might compare ourselves 

with the rich and famous, or with the person who has recently won the lottery, or the person who 
seems to have had all of the good breaks in life. But rather than looking up the scale, in Australia 
we also need to look down the scale and realise that financially and materially we are right on the 
top of the international heap. We have so many blessings in Australia, but our material riches in 

Australia can be very superficial because despite our wealth our suicide rate continues to rise in our 
affluent country. Maybe we are rich in material possessions but poor in our relationships with each 
other and our attitude to life. The ultimate comparison is recognising that in fact we own nothing, 

except for the generosity of a gracious God. Every day we start with nothing. Otherwise we are 
fooling ourselves.  
 
Today Jesus is reminding us that all the earthly goods that we possess are not owned by us, but on 

loan to us. So God raises us up with Jesus each day to lovingly and wisely act as good stewards of 
these goods and wealth which God has lent to us. We are called to use them for ourselves, our 
family, our friends, the church and the wider community, including our enemies. So rather than 
clinging to these possessions, whether they be great or small, Jesus asks us to see them as the means 

by which we can express God’s love to other people, as well as ourselves. This is our privilege 
every day of our life in this world. Amen. 
 

Song 

Good Good Father CCLI#7036612 
 

Confession and Absolution 

Merciful God, we are by nature curved in on ourselves and, despite our best efforts, we still come 

short of your expectations. We place our security in our false idols of money, collateral, shares and 
other financial props that we depend on. We also continue to play favourites, to judge unjustly, to 
exclude and reject, and to treat others as if they are unworthy of our attention. We forget that all 

that you have given us is not ours, but has been for our benefit and joy as well as to share with 
others around us. For neglecting to see the world and people through your eyes, Lord, we ask your 
forgiveness. May we hear again your word of grace. Fill us with your radical, transforming love 
which opens our lives to you and the needs of those around us. We ask this in the name of Jesus. 

Amen.  
(A moment for personal reflection) 
 
God has given to all people, without distinction, the promise of reconciliation that leads to life. God 

is making all things new. In Christ, the past has passed away, including all our sin. So, by the 
authority of Jesus, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce God’s grace and 
forgiveness to you. In Jesus name, I forgive your sins. Be at peace. Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak0OoFBw3c
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Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you Jesus that we are your free and forgiven people and that you richly bless us each 

and every day  

o Thank you for the things we have that make our lives comfortable, but help us remember that 

things are superficial and unimportant props in our lives.  A life that is characterised by love 

and generosity and goodness towards others, a life as you lived, is what we strive for.  We 

ask for your help to be your light in this world and to use our blessings to bless others. 

o We lift up our Call process to you.  We ask for your wisdom and guidance on our Call 

Committee and for the Pastor you are preparing for a call to Our Saviour. 

o We join churches across Australia as we pray for our nation to seek God. We pray for 

spiritual renewal and revival and for an end to the pandemic. We pray that people will 

repent and turn towards God.  

o We think of those countries and people also struggling with the added burden of civil unrest 

and natural disasters – flooding, fire, drought, earthquakes. We pray for God’s mercies for 

them.  

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your love and care for them and 

prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 



6 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

Forever CCLI#1314828 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUH_NzfRmbs
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