
Daniel:  Only One Sovereign King

We will not serve your gods!

Reading: Daniel 3:8-30

INTRODUCTION – Acrimony

Good Morning/Evening, I’m Pastor /Father Geoff.

Isn’t it just perfect to have such a wonderful Sunday School story to talk about as we

do a baby dedication?

Maybe it is, but this is no Sunday school story.

It raises significant issues about loyalty, unity, politics, and faithfulness.

This past Friday I was on a court mandated telephone meeting for a special general

meeting of the Delta Hospice Society.

The meeting was to discuss and vote on only one motion – whether the Society could

have a virtual Annual General Meeting – i.e. could we meet via zoom to have an

AGM?

That was the only thing on the agenda.

The court ruled that to approve the motion, 2/3 of the members must vote ‘yes.’

The discussion went on for 3 ½ hours.

Each speaker was limited to 2 minutes so you can imagine how many people wanted

to speak.

Behind this simple agenda was a much bigger agenda.

A group of pro-euthanasia activists was trying to take control of the Hospice and its

millions of dollars of assets, and the court was on their side.

We don’t have time to go into the details other than to note that a ‘no’ vote would

likely prevent the Society from having members attend an Annual General Meeting

and lead to the end of the Society, or a successful takeover by the activists.

It was an amazing window into the state of our society.
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The discussion was contentious and acrimonious.

It was an eye-opener to realize how militant and aggressive such activist groups are

and how easy it is to mislead and confuse people about the issues.

Being pro-life is not popular in our time.

Christians are finding themselves increasingly on the wrong side of important issues

just as our three heroes did in this story.

Just an FYI … in the end the ‘yes’ vote did manage to get the 2/3 needed.

It’s not the end of the story, but at least a proper AGM can be held to fix the

constitution and bylaws to protect the society from such attacks in the future.

Let us look at what happened in the case of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

1.  Holding an Empire Together

At the end of chapter two, where Daniel describes and then interprets

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, the king responded:

Daniel 2:47 (ESV) The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God of gods
and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal
this mystery.”

Now in the next story, probably a while later, he makes a huge 90’ statue (that’s the

height of a seven-storey building) and insists that everyone worship it when they

hear the music.

It seems like an irrelevant story of superstition to us, but it is not.

In 2016, the quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers, Colin Kaepernick, began to kneel

during the playing of the national anthem to protest racism and police brutality.

It caused huge controversy between those who supported him and those who thought

he was disrespecting the flag.  (I will not express an opinion on who was right)

The controversy was a big deal.  President Donald Trump suggested he be fired.

1 . Holding an Empire Together    <>     2 . Taking a Stand   <>    3. Vindication
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At the end of the season Kaepernick was not re-signed for the next season and he has

not played football since.

Whenever protesters do things that disrespect a flag it makes headline news often not

only in the country concerned, but even on the world news circuit.

To desecrate or burn a national flag is akin to treason.

It is a very serious act.

To do a ‘Colin Kaepernick,’ to do something public and unpopular because of what you

believe, is not easy and takes courage and conviction.

In the ancient world countries did not have flags, they had kings and gods.

Nebuchadnezzar built a huge statue on the plain just outside the city of Babylon.

He gathered all the officials throughout the empire and demanded that they do the

ancient version of ‘saluting the flag’ – bow down and worship the state god.

This did not require anyone to give up their own gods, they just had to worship this

god as well.

It confirmed their loyalty to the king and the state.

It was a common practice in many ancient civilizations, and centuries later Christians

would face extreme persecution for refusing to do the same with regard to the

Roman Emperor.

This had little to do with whether anyone actually believed the emperor was a god but

meant everything in terms of allegiance to the emperor and the empire.

To refuse to worship as commanded was like burning the flag.

It was an act of treason.  It reflected disloyalty, sedition, and even rebellion.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (also known as Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah)

knew the second commandment:

Exodus 20:4–5 (ESV) “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for
I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me,

So they refused.  They took a stand.

1 . Holding an Empire Together    <>     2 . Taking a Stand   <>    3. Vindication
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2. Taking a Stand

King Nebuchadnezzar was furious.

He called them in and demanded to know if it was true.

He even offered to forgive them if they would bow down to the statue now:

Daniel 3:15 (ESV) Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn,
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and
worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship,
you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god
who will deliver you out of my hands?”

The three young Jewish men were very clear and direct with the king.

Daniel 3:16–18 (ESV) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this
be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace,
and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O
king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have
set up.”

At this point they have no idea that God will save them.

They are quite certain that he is able to rescue them if he wants to.

But they are also adamant that even if he doesn’t, they will not worship the idols of

Babylon.

When Colin Kaepernick made his protest, he made people mad, but the worst form of

censure he could receive was to lose his job.

For Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, their lives were on the line.

Being burned alive is not a mild punishment.

Also, remember that this had started because other officials – the Chaldeans – had

come forward to accuse them (v 8).
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These were quite possibly people seeking career advancement or favour from the king.

It would be great to get a few of their competitors out of the way.

The three men were caught up in all the ugliness and back-biting of career politics.

They knew what their stance would mean.

3. Vindication

Remember how these men got to where they were in the first place.

They had been brought from Judah as hostages.

They were appointed to learn the ways and customs of Babylon and were given new

names.

Their old identities as men of Judah were intentionally erased.

If they embraced their new life, became Babylonian through and through, they could

have very successful careers in the civil service.

They chose obedience to God above the social and political advantages of assimilation.

That is why we still remember them today.

How would you like to do a ‘Colin Kaepernick’ in your context – either at school, or

work or amongst your colleagues and acquaintances?

By talking their stand Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, opened themselves up to a

lifetime of ostracism, insults, snubs, and being excluded.

Even though they were miraculously delivered from the fire, their everyday lives were

still impacted.

We know from a story we’ll get to later that the back-stabbing and opposition faced by

the Jewish officials in Babylon did not end.

The three young men were vindicated before the king, but the daily social

consequences of their stand remained.
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They were promoted by the king but they had made enemies.

Once again the faithfulness of these men brought glory to God:

Nebuchadnezzar, just as with Daniel and the dream in chapter two, acknowledges their

God:

Daniel 3:29 (ESV) Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language
that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall
be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god
who is able to rescue in this way.”

It is the second time that Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges that the God these men and

Daniel serve is mightier than any other god.

Exactly how it influences his own faith is a little unclear, but there is no indication that

he gave up the worship of his own gods.

Which brings us to the key point about living it.

LIVING IT – Only One God

We have tried to find a modern equivalent of what was going on by talking about how

people today view honouring or dishonouring their national flag.

It gives a sense of what is happening.

The point that strikes me is that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were not asked to

deny their faith in God, they were asked to worship another idol as well.

Also, Nebuchadnezzar’s realization of the truths about their God did not mean he

stopped worshipping his own gods as well.

At its heart this is a story about exclusivity in worship.

God will not share his worship with anyone or anything else.

As Jesus said:
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Matthew 6:24 (ESV) “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and money.

It is something the prophets constantly reminded the people about:

Isaiah 42:8 (ESV) I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to carved idols.

The people of Israel never refused to worship YHWH their God.

Their problem was that they just wanted to worship other gods as well.

They wanted to hedge their bets, their God is good and great, but maybe the local god

of fertility can add an extra blessing to their crops and herds.

For each of us, the challenge is to find our identity, our security, our purpose, our hope

in God alone.

I mentioned how the long meeting of the Delta Hospice Society revealed just how

much our beliefs are at odds with the culture around us.

The deputy chair of the society is a friend of mine (Rev Danielle Martell) and we’ve

had a number of chats about how much she and other Board members have been

vilified, degraded, insulted and defamed by those who hate their pro-life stance.

They all remained and remain faithful to God and his value for human life.

It is what Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did.

It is what made them so clear and steadfast in their faith.

Will we do a ‘Colin Kaepernick’ for God?

Will we do something public and unpopular because our hope and faith are in Him?

That is the question this passage asks of each of us.
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A Covenant Prayer of John Wesley:

I am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,
rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing, put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you or laid aside for you,
exalted for you or brought low for you;
let me be full, let me be empty,
let me have all things, let me have nothing;
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things

to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours.
So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven.
Amen.
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