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God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in 
the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if 

one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

 -1 Corinthians 12:24-27 

As you have undoubtedly heard by now, the CDC has issued new guidance regarding masks. Those individuals who 

are fully vaccinated can be unmasked in most settings. This is good news and another marker along the pandemic 

journey. 

As followers of Jesus our choices throughout the pandemic have been informed not only by science, the CDC, health 

departments, and other public servants but also by our Christian faith. Many of us have rightly made choices with care 

of our neighbor the utmost concern. 

In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, we learn that to be a follower of Jesus is to be a member of the body of Christ. What 

impacts one member impacts the body. Said another way, the choices of one member have consequences for the 

others. 

It is true that many of us could return to worship in ways similar to those before the pandemic. It is also true some of 

us cannot. The new CDC guidance makes changes only for those individuals who are fully vaccinated. For those who 

are not vaccinated, whether for medical reasons, personal choice, or because they do not qualify for vaccination (as is 

true for all children under age 12), the continued recommendation is to wear a mask in public settings. Indeed, the 

CDC identifies a full capacity worship service as one of the least safe things for an unvaccinated person to participate. 

While those of us who are fully vaccinated may be eager to have everything go back to “normal,” we must be mindful 

that our Christian responsibility toward our neighbor is part of our normal discipleship. As individuals and 

congregations, our choices must continue to be informed by the reality that we are all members of one body. What one 

member may have the freedom to do may not serve the whole body well. Consider the needs of other members of the 

body of Christ as you make choices for yourself and your congregation. 

Leaders should continue to engage in collaborative conversations in light of the CDC’s new guidance. As always, what 

is best for your congregation may be different than what is best for a neighboring congregation. That’s okay. Let’s 

strive to trust one another in the choices we make. 

One more practical note: I anticipate updated guidance will be made available through the Minnesota Department of 

Health. As we are made aware of updates, we will be sure to post them with our COVID-related resources on the 

synod’s website. 

Dear friends, every day brings more vaccinations and continued progress on this long pandemic journey. Let’s 

continue to walk this path with our steps defined by our discipleship. Because of Jesus’ love for us, we are free to love 

and serve others. What a gift it is to be a child of God and a member—one of many—of the body of Christ. 

In Christ, 

  

Bishop Regina Hassanally 

Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/participate-in-activities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/participate-in-activities.html
http://semnsynod.org/15628-2/
http://semnsynod.org/15628-2/

