
   

Pastor’s Message 
At long last, we are just about ready to be able to reopen our building! On July 25, hybrid worship 
will begin. We call it “hybrid” because it will be both in-person and online. As we get ready for this 
new thing that Agnus Dei is doing, it’s important to know what to expect. 
 

First, we are not going “back” to in-person. Unfortunately, the pandemic is still going strong and, in 
spite of increasing vaccination rates, we in Gig Harbor and Pierce County are still at risk. At the time 
of this writing, only about 58% of people in the Gig Harbor area are vaccinated overall, and only 
about 44% in greater Pierce County. (1, 2) And, although the vaccine is safe and effective, it is not 
perfect. In May, out of 18,000 COVID deaths in the US, 150 were fully vaccinated people. (3) That’s 
only .8%, but it’s not 0%. We need to stay vigilant. 
 

For this reason, congregational leadership has decided to keep some COVID safeguards in place. To reduce the risk of 
virus transmission, masks will be required for everyone on Sunday mornings, and singing will be done by just a few 
singers so that we can still enjoy music as a part of the liturgy. We will also be checking everyone in who attends so 
that, if there is a COVID exposure, we can quickly alert everyone.  
 

That could slow things down quite a lot, so we’re asking everyone to RSVP ahead of time to reduce the time, hassle 
and work on Sunday mornings. There will soon be a convenient link to do this on our website, or people can call one of 
our registration coordinators, Linda Ribary or Susan Whitney, to let us know you’re coming. This will also help us plan 
ahead for seating so we can maintain adequate social distance in our worship space between families. 
 

As I mentioned last month, this also means a change in how we do communion. For the time being, we’ll be receiving 
communion in one kind, meaning with just the bread. This is not how we typically like to do this; it’s important to us to 
be able to receive both kinds at the table. Unfortunately, this is just one of many things that is not ideal about our 
situation. It is much more important to us than it is to pretend everything is normal when it isn’t. 
 

These changes may be burdensome and uncomfortable for a while, but they are also a sign of growth. Each thing we 
are forced to give up or change is a reminder that, in spite of a worldwide pandemic that is still raging, we are able to 
be together again. Not only that, we can take comfort in knowing that our discomfort is making it possible for us to be 
safely together in a way we haven’t been able to in more than a year. 
 

Not all the changes we will experience are bad. We have continued to grow and evolve our digital ministry during this 
pandemic, and that growth will continue. Before COVID, people who were out of town or unable to come due to 
illness had to miss worship. Now, we will be worshiping with many people who can still gather with us digitally. Our 
worship will be more expansive now as it includes our homebound friends, people whose schedules preclude them 
from coming on Sunday mornings, and members of our community who do not live locally. Although this may not be  
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The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 
community and in our world. 
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obvious at first, we are hoping to integrate digital worshipers into the service in various ways so that we can see the 
people that God is calling together for worship. 

In many old Norwegian churches, the altar rail was a half-circle. The idea was that the other half of the circle, the 
unseen half, was where all the deceased and absent saints gathered with the congregation at the table. I look forward 
to a time when our hybrid worship can be a physical sign of that great communion of saints, drawing us all together 
across time and space as a reminder of God’s promise to unite all people at the great marriage feast of the Lamb. 
 

For these reasons, I think it’s important that we don’t think of this reopening as going “back” to in-person worship, or 
“back” to anything. We don’t want to go “back” when Jesus is calling us forward: forward to new horizons, to new ways 
of being Church in a world that is fundamentally different now than before, to a deeper understanding of what it means 
to be the Body of Christ. Change is often difficult and uncomfortable, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t important and even 
good. I am eagerly anticipating going forward with all of you, and doing it together in a way that we have all missed. I 
am also anxious to go forward with new tools to help us gather in different ways and a new understanding of what it 
means to worship and even to gather. 
 

I am proud that this community has never ceased gathering. We found ways to use the gifts of technology to remain 
connected in a time of great isolation, and even to grow in unexpected ways. We managed to continue using our liturgy 
and even to continue sharing the Lord’s Supper, continue welcoming new members into Christ’s family through Holy 
Baptism, and continue marking the festivals of the Church year, all while worshiping from our homes. I am really looking 
forward to being physically with you all again, and I know I’m not alone in that; and yet, I am deeply grateful that, 
through all of this, we’ve never left one another alone.  
 

I look forward to seeing you either at 8:30 or 11:00 am on Sunday mornings beginning July 25, or to “see” you on the 
worship livestream on YouTube with others of our congregation present. We may not be able to go “back” to what was, 
but I don’t think I want to. I’m too grateful for everything we’ve gained and done and become in this time. I’m excited to 
go forward with you! 
 

Ever hopeful, 

Pr. Seth 
1 https://www.tpchd.org/healthy-people/diseases/covid-19-pierce-county-cases  
2 https://covidactnow.org/us/washington-wa/county/pierce_county/?s=1977893 
3 https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-health-941fcf43d9731c76c16e7354f5d5e187  

Important Reminder as we begin in-person worship: 

We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 

In our effort to make everyone welcome, please be aware the chemicals used in scented products 
make some people sick, especially those with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies and other 
medical conditions. We ask our entire community to be mindful of this and refrain from using 
perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei. 

A Place for Celebrations and Laments 

We have much to lament and to celebrate from our time of 

Covid. The Liturgical Arts Committee will have a place in the 

narthex for you to share your celebrations and laments. You may 

add a photo or name or description of something you are 

thankful for or a lament from our time apart. 

https://www.tpchd.org/healthy-people/diseases/covid-19-pierce-county-cases
https://covidactnow.org/us/washington-wa/county/pierce_county/?s=1977893
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-health-941fcf43d9731c76c16e7354f5d5e187


 3 

From the Council President 
 
To the Agnus Dei congregation.  Thank you for allowing me to serve as your council president 
for the coming year.  As we begin the new term on July 1, I join you with joy as we look for-
ward to opening the church building and the ability to worship together in-person again.  Be-
low are the minutes of the recent council meeting.  As an addition, Lynette Brentin has agreed 
to be Vice President.  We still have open position of Treasurer.  
Blessings, Denny Sapp 
 
AGNUS DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Congregational Council Meeting Minutes 
June 8, 2021 
 
Vice President Denny Sapp called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
 
Present: Denny Sapp, Susan Whitney, Gene Kuest, Sherry Stava, Dick Ohme, Charlene Franz, Bob Nussbaum, Pastor 
Seth Novak, Sister Ann Shultz 
 
Absent: Beverly Buster, Deb Brueckner, Julia Bell 
 
Guests: David Marquardt, Linda Ribary, Marilyn Colyar, Marlene Bridgforth 
 
Five members are required for quorum; quorum is met. 
 
Consent Calendar: 
  Agenda approved 
  Minutes approved 
 
Committee Reports:  
  Written reports were received in advance from Pastor, Property, Worship and Reopening Committees. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Seth added to his written report. He did an orientation for new council members, asking 
them to be at the meetings and to be a liaison with a committee. Being a liaison includes submitting minutes or a 
simple worksheet a week in advance of the council meeting each time your committee meets; giving council and staff 
an updated list of committee members, including the name of the chair; letting your committee know of anything 
pertaining to them that gets decided in council. 
 
So far we have: 
Liaisons with Human Concerns: Susan Whitney and Charlene Franz; Faith Formation is not currently meeting; Stew-
ardship liaison position is open; Hospitality is also open; Worship: Sherry Stava; Personnel: the president serves as 
that liaison. 
This year, for the first time, we have been voting by email. We will continue to do so, sending out a motion and hav-
ing a set time period of a few days for discussion before voting. 
Vice president Denny Sapp will become Council President. Marlene Bridgforth volunteered to be Secretary. No one 
volunteered to be Vice President or Treasurer. Treasurer does not necessarily need to be on Council. Anyone inter-
ested in these positions should talk to Denny or Pastor Seth. 
Installation of new Council members will be pre-recorded to be included in digital worship on the 4th of July.  
Pastor Seth went over some upcoming technology needs, including the possibility of using a screen in the sanctuary, 
which will be discussed in the next Worship Committee meeting.  
 
Treasurer’s report: Forthcoming 
 
 Stewardship: Bob Nussbaum reported that committee members are planning for Rally Day and long-term programs. 
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Building Reopening- Our building may have been closed but the church has always been open! 
 
As more and more of us are getting vaccinated and we move through the phases, we are beginning to reopen the build-
ing and small groups have been gathering in various formats. The prayer shawl group now has two separate meetings 
on Wednesdays at 1:30; some gather on Zoom and some choose to bring their chairs and meet together in the parking 
lot. Both our Wednesday morning text study group and the church council meetings have gone hybrid. Some meet in-
person in the parish hall while others participate by using the Zoom format and appear on the large screen. Participants 
in both formats can see and hear each other. Some of our study groups such as Men’s Square and Theology on Tap 
have resumed their in-person meetings in their pre-COVID locations off site. All forms of gatherings are a good sign of a 
healthy community, each person taking the steps they must to remain safe and well. 

 
 Faith Formation: Sister Ann bought supplies for next year. 
 
Little Lambs: David Marquardt said the last meeting of the current Board, with the new Board, will be on June 22. 
Enrollment so far is 23, with 34 as the break-even point. Tithely is working well for preschool registration. A donor 
has given $1,500 to buy a washer and dryer and, since the storage closet is already plumbed, installation will be 
accomplished soon. Rob Powers will be the new Board president. 
 
Property: Gene added to his Property report, saying there are many questions about the rental house as well as 
about how a community garden could be protected, if that project goes ahead. 
 
Building Reopening/Worship: Pastor Seth is at work making sure there are volunteers to do the jobs. The current 
plan is to set up a reservation system. 
 
Old Business: 
Audit: Mike and Debbie Snowden and Paula Davis volunteered to do the audit. Julie Bell will help them get started. 
It is possible that a married couple can’t both serve at the same time. 
 
Racial Equality: The Juneteenth Celebration, on June 19, marks the end of vigils for the summer. 
 
 New Business: 
Window Cleaning: $400 has been donated, in the hopes that windows can be cleaned before we come back to 
worshiping in person on July 25. Denny will go back to Cindy and ask for a bid for just the inside. 
 
MOTION: I move that we allow Mission de Belin and also the knitters to meet inside the building as long as they 
follow the Reopening Committee and CDC guidelines. (Whitney/Ohme) 
Motion passed. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Dennis Sapp elected President. Marlene Bridgforth elected Secretary. Election of Vice President deferred to next 
meeting. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. Next meeting is July 13, 2021.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry in the church parking lot. Wednesday text study hybrid meeting. 
Men’s Square at the Sunset Grill. 
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Minister of Programs  
Sister Ann Shultz 
           

Ministry Opportunities 

As a new program year approaches and we all figure out what our new post-pandemic nor-
mal will be, you may be wondering about new ways to be involved and serve your church, 
and community.  Good news – there are several ways you can be involved. 

• College Kids / Military ministry: This new ministry will keep connections with our young people 
away at college and in the military. We will be creating periodic care packages filled with treats, de-
votionals, cards and letters, and small surprises. If you would like to be involved with this new minis-
try, contact Sister Ann. This ministry will be starting up in September. 

• Birthday Card Ministry: Help to ensure that everyone receives a card from their church family on 
their birthday by signing up to send birthday cards for a month or two. Right now we need people to 
send cards in September, October, November, and December. All materials will be provided. Con-
tact Sister Ann to sign up for a month. 

• Volunteer Musicians: Mision de Belen (the synod's small Latino mission start congregation) is look-
ing for volunteer musicians to serve during their monthly worship. Our first post-pandemic worship 
will take place on Saturday, July 31st at 5:00 at Agnus Dei. Our services are bilingual (English and 
Spanish), and we use a slightly shortened version of ELW setting 7. Our hymns are those that are 
found in both the ELW and the LLC (Libro de Liturgia y Cantico). If you are interested in volunteering 
for a service, please contact Sister Ann. Even once a year would be a huge blessing. Also, all are wel-
come to join us for worship and Christian Ed. Pre-pandemic we had dinner following worship and 
eventually we will restart this tradition, and all are welcome to join us for dinner too -- stay tuned 
for updates.  

• Worship Volunteers: As we prepare to return to in-person worship, volunteers are needed to serve 
in worship. If you are interested in serving as assisting minister, lector, usher, or greeter, please con-
tact one of our worship volunteer coordinators ~ Lynne Zematis, Lynette Brentin, or Linda Zehnder. 

• Meals for those recovering from surgery or other health issues, or after welcoming a new child in 

the family, etc. If you are interested in providing a meal, or if you know someone who would appre-

ciate a meal, contact Susan Whitney. 

 

      Faith Community Nurses 

When the sun is shining, I can do anything; no mountain is too high, no trouble too 

difficult to overcome.  Wilma Rudolph, American track and field athlete. 

(1940-1994)  

 

Summertime! Finally we can all enjoy the sunshine and warmth, which adds magic to 

our summer activities. After more than fifteen months of the COVID pandemic, there is added joy as we seem to be 

inching closer to some kind of normalcy. What a summer we have in store for us! Are you ready for it?   

 If you are feeling like there are still some residual effects from the pandemic, you are not alone. We have 

isolated at home for so long, we may have picked up some bad habits. I’d like to share with all of you some basic 

health concepts to get us in the right frame of mind as we make plans to join the human race again.  

Posture  

 When we were all in full isolation mode, living in our homes with very little physical activity, I am going to 

assume that most of us were in sitting positions much of the day. We sit a lot, anyway.  More than eighty percent of 

(continued) 
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All Americans conduct their jobs in a sitting position.  Often, our jobs involve us in an 8—10-hour day of hovering over a 

laptop (with our heads down and shoulders up. This was a similar position for many children who, until recently 

zoomed to their school classroom daily. Then, for relaxation in the evening, we all sat in front of our televisions.  

An incorrect sitting position can lead to curved shoulders and a forward head effect that leads to a rounded spine. This 

type of poor posture makes us predisposed to back pain, poor quality breathing, and inadequate digestion, along with 

weak, stiff muscles.   

 Being mindful of our posture combined with staying active with focused activities like yoga, tai chi, and stretch-

ing can help us improve our strength and balance when walking. It’s also important for all of us to maintain a healthy 

weight, wear comfortable shoes, and make sure that our work surfaces are at a comfortable height which encourages 

good body alignment. 
 

Breath  

 Breathing is something our body does automatically, most of the time without our awareness.  Yet, it is some-

thing we can regulate if we are conscious of it.  When we are overwhelmed, caught up in the busy-ness of life, a certain 

amount of tension in our bodies may become apparent. That tension is usually the result of either holding our 

breaths or taking shallow breaths, which only uses our neck, shoulder and upper chest muscles. Over time, this type of 

breathing can lead to headaches, lightheadedness and other poor oxygenation symptoms.  

 Take a moment right now to notice how you are breathing. Are your breaths shallow? Do your shoulders and 

neck muscles tense up as you breathe? Now, adjust your posture so that you are sitting straight with both feet firmly on 

the ground. On your next breath expand your lungs by pushing your belly and lower ribs out. On your exhale, contract 

your belly in and try squeezing out all of the air in your lungs. You should notice a fuller breath which will improve your 

body’s oxygen efficiency.  How do you feel? You should feel calmer, lighter and better equipped to manage the issues at 

hand!  
 

Real Food  

Summertime is the best time to eat fresh fruits and vegetables at reasonable costs. It is a good time to make a vow to 

stay away from those foods with artificial ingredients or chemical additives that somehow found their way into our pan-

try during the pandemic. Research some ways to can, freeze or hydrate fresh seasonal produce so that you can enjoy 

those foods for a longer time.  

 Some of us have to learn to shop at a grocery store again. During the pandemic, we may have decided that 

home delivery was the safest way to get our food. Now, entering a grocery store may seem more like going into 

a casino with loud music, bright lights, and all the tempting, splurge-worthy items placed in opportune areas.   

If you are shopping in person, go prepared with a list and stick to it.  Meal prep and pre-planning slims down our shop-

ping lists and slims us down by reducing junk food purchases and over-buying, which leads to food waste and food 

waist.  
 

Mental Fatigue   

 Burnout is an old term from the early ‘70s. We have replaced the word burnout with different names such as 

mental fatigue, depression, PTSD, exhaustion, or neurosis. The name may be different, but the symptoms are the 

same.   

 A recent burnout questionnaire goes something like this: Do you often get the blues without apparent reason? 

Do you tire more easily? Are you becoming increasingly more irritable? Do you seem to be working harder and accom-

plishing less? The scale of suffering during the pandemic was ravaging. Many felt and still feel depleted, fatigued, lone-

ly, or grief stricken.  

 Some of the recommended ways to address this burnout syndrome are mindfulness, exercise, meditation, and 

perhaps even counseling. Sometimes medications are advised. What about prayer and attending church for worship 

and fellowship? In a recent New Yorker article by Jill Lepore, it was cited that only forty-seven percent of Americans 

belonged to an institution of faith in 2020. Might there be a correlation between “faith out” and burn-out?    

 What are you doing this summer to chase away the blues or to keep yourself in check mentally? If you’ve found 

some things that are working for you, I’d like to hear from you! Send your ideas and comments to me at—and I will 

share them, anonymously, in our August newsletter.  

Peaceful breathing to you all!  

Zoe Holmes, RN 
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Tithe.ly— When We Can’t Gather in Person, We Can Still Gather Our Gifts 
If you have not yet changed to our new electronic offering program, Tithe.ly, please take some time to do so now. 
Tithe.ly is an easy system for givers to navigate simply by clicking the “Give” tab on our website. 
If you are new to online giving you might just be surprised how easy it is. If you need help, Bob Nussbaum, our finan-
cial secretary, will be happy to assist in this process. 

 

                 

 

 

A STEWARDSHIP CONVERSATION 

 

“Generosity” has been enacted, observed, noted and highlighted by mem-
bers and friends of the ADLC family in many ways during this past year+ of 
living with COVID.  Staff and parishioners have learned to worship and live 

together in the Spirit in new ways, demonstrating to the community our commitment to live and demonstrate the val-
ues of our faith.   

 

The virtues of generosity can be more expansive than outward behavior of giving of time, talents, and money.  A per-
son’s underlying thoughts, feelings, motives and compassion can also demonstrate a generous, expansive spirit, a spirit 
more concerned for others than for self. 

 

The more than 40 ADLC members  and community friends who have stood on Peacock Hill on one or more Saturday 
afternoons since February—rain, wind, or sun—holding signs advocating for racial justice have demonstrated such ex-
pansiveness and generosity of spirit.  They did not give money; they donated only their time, their spirit, and their  de-
termination to make a difference.   But their presence on a busy street in Gig Harbor on Saturday afternoons revealed 
to passing motorists and pedestrians a concern for the other, for those marginalized in our country, in the hope of cre-
ating a more just society where voting rights and equal treatment under the law are not merely dreams, but a reality.   

 

And while standing there, holding signs, these 
“sign-holders” experienced the generosity of oth-
ers:  of a young mother who, after driving by, 
went home and returned to the vigil site,  bring-
ing cookies and cold water on a warm afternoon.  
Or the compassionate spirit of a child who, when 
his mother questioned why this group was taking 
up sidewalk space, answered, saying “They are 
just standing up for what they believe.”   As cars 
passed by, mostly expressing their solidarity with 
the signs, one could sense a positive feeling, an 
impression that together, the problems that we 
face as a nation, as a community, could be solved.  That we could be disentangled from the web of contentious conflict 
that has enveloped us.  That what was happening on Peacock Hill was important.  Generous.  Life-giving. 

 

Generosity has many forms.   

Memorial Announcement 

Our sibling in Christ, Dave Kulman, died on January 13,2021. A memorial for Dave has been scheduled for Saturday, 
August 14, at 11:00 AM, at Agnus Dei 
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Serving in Worship, July 

 Assist Min Lector Recording 
Engineer 

July 4 P Brandt D Krump J Beaudette 

July 11 C Beals C Carlson J Beaudette 

July 18 T Bradford M Bridg-
forth 

J Beaudette 

July 25 
8:30 

R Spitzer A Bakke J Beaudette 

July 25 
11:00 

B Shull L Zematis TBD 

We Celebrate... 
JULY  BIRTHDAYS 
2 Katie Schinkel, Sawyer Latimer, Holly Hogeberg 
3 Leah Frazier 
5 Harry Hoiland 
6 Laura Baxter 
10 Kathleen Kulman, Eunice Werner 
12   Angela Brueckner 
13 Dick Baerg, Carol Dana, Larry Ellingson 
14 Jason Barelli, Tom Bradford 
15 Howard Larsen 
16 Joy McCraw, Autumn Clark 
17 Joannah Powers 
18 Doug Page, Bob Nussbaum, Elaine Erickson 
20 Lance Colyar 
23 Isabelle Beaudette 
25 Lyle Miller 
26 Duane Erickson 
27 Kari Oliver 
28 Jane Wagner, Robin Winslow 
29 Anne Sapp 
30 Dick Ohme 
31 Mary Beth Harrison, Nels Peterson, Trudy Wagner 
 
JULY   ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Sharon Ebelt and George Unruh 
10 Richard and Marilyn Hermstad 
13 Harlan and Pat Damron 
18 Doug and Kristin Page 
20 Larry and Jerry Mjelde 
21 Howard and Karen Larsen 
24 Wayne and Kathy Stark 
25 Brett and Stacy Bigger 
27 Ed and Laura Baxter 
31 Jack and Maryfran Oakes 
31 Scott and Margaret Duncan 

 We remember in prayer: 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 

For comfort and for healing: 

 Marian Ano 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Julie and Loren Bell 

 Deb Brueckner 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Richard and Marilyn Hermstad 

 Doug Hettinger 

 Martha Johnson 

 Jack Oakes 

 George Mitchell 

 Toni Ortenzo 

 Joannah and Rob Powers 

 Anne Sapp 

 Myra Snider 

 Debbie Snowden 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Rose VanderKlomp 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Dick and Eunice Werner 

Twice Blessed! 
After many years of 
announcing new babies in 
this newsletter, I (Cindy) am 
delighted to announce two 
new members of our own 
family! On June 22, 

daughter, Megan, and son-in -law, Erik, welcomed twins 
Eleanor Lee and Henry Joseph (in that order).  At three 
weeks early, Eleanor weighed 5 lbs 15 oz and Henry 5 lbs 
5 oz. They were both 19” long. All are doing well and 
Bob and I are thrilled to be grandparents and look 
forward to lots of baby holding in our future! 

Community Garden Project 

Over the years the idea of an on-site community garden has 
been raised several times. Recently, Sister Ann learned of and 
applied for a grant available for just such an endeavor.  A 
community garden is an exciting prospect for several reasons. 
Fresh produce can be made available to our local food banks, 
it could serve as a community outreach project for our 
neighbors whose yards are too small 
to accommodate a garden; and it 
could be utilized by Agnus Dei 
members who have need of garden 
space.  

If you would like to be a part of 
exploring the possibility, please 
contact Sister Ann to let her know of 
your interest. 

 
Henry             Eleanor 
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Advocacy and Agnus Dei 
 

As members of the ELCA, we are charged with working on behalf of the poor, the powerless, and those who 
suffer.  We are a church engaged with public life, lifting our voices to shape policies and advancing the common 
good, promoting systemic and long-lasting change.  The 1991 Social Statement on The Church in Society 
encouraged church members to advocate for change, to urge our lawmakers to make decisions and advance 
legislation reflecting the commitments of the church and the advancement of the common good.    
 
To increase our own advocacy, each month our own church will focus on one area in the public square needing 
our attention and advocacy.  Right now, we are in the process of discerning the advisability of our church 
sponsoring another refugee family, a decision that involves commitment, organization, participation, and hard 
work.  Such a decision could not be more timely or important.  The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees estimates there are 26.4 million refugees, half of whom are children right now.  For decades, people 
of faith have welcomed the stranger, the refugee, the sojourner.   
 
Right now, the Congress is considering the GRACE Act (Guaranteed Refugee Admissions Ceiling Act) which 
would protect and restore the U.S. refugee program by setting a minimum refugee admissions goal of 125,000 
persons per year and increase congressional oversight over the resettlement program.   
 
This month, write a message (or a letter) to Patty Murray, Maria Cantwell, or Derek Kilmer (or all three), asking 
them to restore the U.S. goal as a global humanitarian leader, raising the refugee admissions level by passing 
the GRACE Act.   
  www.murray.senate.gov 
  www.cantwell.senate.gov 
  www.kilmer.house.gov 

Your message might be something like this: 
 As your constituent and a person who stands in solidarity with immigrants and refugees through 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, I urge you to pass the Guaranteed Refugee Admissions Ceiling 
Enhancement (GRACE) Act.  
 

The GRACE Act, would protect the U.S. resettlement program by setting a minimum annual refugee admissions 
goal of 125,000 - restoring it closer to its historic average - and increasing congressional oversight over the 
administration's operations of the resettlement program. 
 

Since World War II, the U.S. has been the global leader in offering refuge to people escaping persecution, war or 
violence in their home country. Now, we are in the midst of the worst refugee crisis in recorded history. I know 
the U.S. can do more and urge you to reflect the best of our nation by passing the GRACE Act. 
 

Be an Advocate!  Send your message today! 

 
 
(Information for this article is from the ELCA Advocacy Website.  For additional information, go to Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service, www.lirs.org ).  
 

 
 
  

http://www.murray.senate.gov
http://www.cantwell.senate.gov
http://www.kilmer.house.gov
http://www.lirs.org
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Community Outreach—Projects Update 
June Project: Car Living Kits 
Thank you so much for your generous donations to the “Needs for car living” project. We now have 2 
Sleeping Pads, 6 Blankets, 30 Bath Towels, 9 hand towels, 22 washcloths, 40 Pens, 12 Spiral Note-
books, 3 Flashlights, 23 Books, 1 magazine and 5 Gift Cards. 
Still Needed: An assortment of battery charging cables suitable for phones or laptops. Do you have a 
bin of old chargers taking up space? (I know I do!) Bring them in and if someone is in need of a specific 
charging cable, they might just find it in the collection. 
 
July Project:  School Supplies 
 
School’s just barely out and already we’re thinking about the needs of school children in September!  
 
In the past we have made collecting  school supplies a project for Vacation Church School. That won’t work this 
Covid year, so we’re sending an all congregational request for school supplies. Some will be sent to Lutheran World 
Relief and some will be donated locally.      
 
Sales are starting in July so keep alert for these items: 

 Unsharpened #2 pencils 
 Non-gel pens 
 12 inch rulers, wooden is best 
 “pink” erasers 
 Blunt scissors 
 Small pencil sharpeners 
 40 sheet spiral notebooks 
 16 or 24 pack crayons 

Please bring donations to church, but bring crayons inside.  We have 
learned what happens to crayons left in the sun.  
Sadness          Global melting! 
 
 
Thank you for your generosity, 
Ronnie for the Community Outreach Committee 
 
 
 
 

Agnus Dei Book Group 

Please note, there will be NO BOOK GROUP IN JULY.   

We will be meeting on Sunday, Au-
gust 22nd, at church after second 
service, around 12:15.  We are plan-
ning to meet in the fellowship hall, 
although the location may change if 
fellowship after second service re-
sumes by then. 

We will also use the Zoom link if 
anyone would like to join us from 
home. 

Our book is:  Facing the Mountain 
by Daniel James Brown.  

Please join us for our discussion of the book!   

https://fb.me/e/Wm3se8V7  

https://fb.me/e/Wm3se8V7
https://fb.me/e/Wm3se8V7
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Church Staff  

 Pastor: Rev. Seth Novak 

   253-851-6222, pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  

Minister of Music: Shari Shull, Deacon 

   253-851-6222, sharishull@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Minister of Programs: Sister Ann Shultz 

   253-851-6222, sisterann@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

    253-851-6222, office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Congregational President: Denny Sapp 

Congregational Vice President: Lynette Brentin 

Council Secretary: Marlene Bridgforth 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: position open  

Faith Community Nurse: Zoe Holmes 

Faith Community Nurse: Gwen Daugs 
 

 

 

 

 

Council 

Lynette Brentin, Marlene Bridgforth, Deb Brueckner, Marilyn Colyar, 
Charlene Franz, Gene Kuest, Bob Nussbaum, Dick Ohme, Linda Ribary, 
Denny Sapp, Sherry Stava, Susan Whitney  
 

 

Little Lambs Preschool  

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

Email:lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Margaret Duncan, Nancy Johnson, Jerry Mjelde, Eiko 
Park, Rob Powers  
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