
Christ Lutheran Church & 
The Bridge Campus Ministry 

October 10, 2021 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life 
69 Mill Street • Athens, OH • (740) 593-3144 

info@clcathens.org • www.clchathens.org 
 
Introduction to the day 
The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in 
his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as 
judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture 
bombards us with the message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message 
with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other. 

 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE       Michael Tobar and Matt James 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  Great God, Your Love Has Called Us (ELW 358) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind 
and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and 
receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

A reading from Amos. 
 6Seek the Lord and live, 
  or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 
  and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 
 7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 
  and bring righteousness to the ground! 
 
 10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 
  and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
 11Therefore because you trample on the poor 
  and take from them levies of grain, 
 you have built houses of hewn stone, 
  but you shall not live in them; 
 you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
  but you shall not drink their wine. 
 12For I know how many are your transgressions, 
  and how great are your sins— 
 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
  and push aside the needy in the gate. 
 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 
  for it is an evil time. 
 
 14Seek good and not evil, 
  that you may live; 
 and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
  just as you have said. 
 15Hate evil and love good, 
  and establish justice in the gate; 
 it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, 
  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:12-16 
A reading from Hebrews. 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until 
it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of 
the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of 
the one to whom we must render an account. 
 
  14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 
Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as 
we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me 
good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; 
You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall 
not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these 
since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what 
you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many 
possessions. 
  23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But 
Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” 
27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things 
are possible.” 
  28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus said, 
“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, 
with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, 
and the last will be first.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, the Very Thought of You (ELW 754) 

 
PRESENTATION  
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us 
to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child 
baptized into Christ? 
 
Response:  We present John David Hasenfus for baptism. 
 
As you bring John  to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
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and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
so that he may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

 
Kate and Fred, do you promise to help John grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: We do. 
 
Marianne, as John’s Godmother, do you promise to nurture him in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion 
with the church? 
Response: I do. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support John and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 
Response: We do. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH (ELW p. 229) 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 
Response: I renounce them. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
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the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 
wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and rain, for 
dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. You are 
the fountain of resurrection. 

Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers 
your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. 
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 

At this font, holy God, we pray: Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that 
saves us in this water. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. 
Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the 
evil around us. 

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
BAPTISM 
John David Hasunfus, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Blessed be God, the source of all life, 
the word of salvation, 
the spirit of mercy. 

 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and 
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
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Sustain John with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
John David, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
Let your light so shine before others 
that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In peace, we pray to you Lord God 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God 
For all who proclaim the Gospel and all who seek the Truth. 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 
For all pastors, bishops and everyone who serves God in the Church 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 
For this community, the nation and the world 
For all who work for justice, freedom and peace 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 
For all people in their daily life and work, 
For our families, friends and neighbors, and for those who are alone 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice and oppression 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow or any kind of trouble 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless and the needy 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
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For those who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 
For our own needs and the needs of others, both spoken aloud or in our hearts… 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 
Lord, hear the prayers of your Church 
In the quiet ways you lead, let us find peace 
In the strength of your hand, let us find security 
In the shadow of your presence, let us find comfort 
In the promises of your word, let us find joy 
In you and no other, let us find life. Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC      Michael Tobar and Matt James 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food… 

…Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
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in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who hunger and thirst, come. 
The table is ready. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
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BLESSING 
People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG     Let Justice Flow like Streams (ELW 717) 

 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE       Michael Tobar and Matt James 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Presider: Pastor Chad Huebner 
Preacher: Doug Debrick 
Organist: George Weckman 


