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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Welcome to all who are joining us online. It is our prayer that this will be a 
time of worship and renewal for you, when you will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that as we gather in-person 
and online, we are a people who live and work and pray on traditional and ancestral land of the 
Blackfoot people of the Canadian Plains. We give recognition to the Blackfoot people past, present, 
and future, and to the Metis Nation of Alberta, Region III. 
 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Thanksgiving.  Crops harvested and gathered in.  Ripened tomatoes picked from the vine.  Evening 
frosts and crimson leaves.  Family feasts and tables brimming with turkey and potatoes and pumpkin 
pie.  And the question hums, “What are you thankful for?” At times, in our Thanksgiving liturgies, we 
have to admit we can get a little caught up in the ideal of Thanksgiving; forgetting for the moment the 
reality—that not every table brims with the fatness of rich food; not every home brims with laughter 
and full family tables where everyone gets along.  And in particular, this year, as we gather on this 
Sunday of giving thanks, many have suffered from the effects of one of the worst droughts ever to hit 
our province—that in fact there has been no harvest at all.   
 
The readings for this Thanksgiving Sunday meet us right in this stark reality, while at the same time 
calling us to the hope of God in the midst of drought or other times of scarcity. In our Call to Worship 
from Psalm 126, the Psalmist invites the people to look to the faithfulness of God in the past as a 
source of hope and thanksgiving. In Joel, the land has been ravaged by locust plague, but the prophet 
points to forward in hope to God who will bless the land and cause it to produce in abundance.  And in 
the Gospel, Jesus points to the lilies of the field as evidence of God who cares for every minute detail; 
who is present and attentive to the needs of our every fleeting moment.  Present and past and future, 
drought and plenty, worry and joy—God’s promise and our hope—God is with us to care for our every 
need.  And we give thanks! 
 
In the name of God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day of Thanksgiving 

October 10, 2021 
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“The Great Thanksgiving” (Now the Feast, Hymnal Supplement, 1991) 
 
 

 
 
Call to Worship with Psalm 126 (adapted) 
The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed! 
The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed! 
 
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
 
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”  
The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed! 
 
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses of the Negeb. 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like rains that fall on our fields of drought 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like healing rains on our land of sickness and plague 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like healing rains on weary and wounded hearts 
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Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy, shouldering their 
sheaves.  
 
The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed! 
The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed! 
 
(Great Thanksgiving sung reprise)  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give God thanks and praise 
 
SONGS OF THANKSGIVING 

“Come Ye Thankful People Come”    (v. 1)    ELW #693  

Come ye thankful people come 
Raise the song of harvest home 
All be safely gathered in  
Ere the winter storms begin 
God our maker doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied 
Come to God’s own temple come 
Raise the song of harvest home 

 
(Pianist can go directly into this second hymn with no interlude) 
 
“Sing to the Lord of Harvest”  (v. 1) ELW #694 

Sing to the Lord of harvest, your songs of love and praise 
With joyful hearts and voices your alleluias raise 
By him the rolling seasons in fruitful order move 
Sing to the Lord of harvest a joyous song of love 

 
(key change to D and set new time in 3/4) 
 
“We Praise You O God”   (v.1)  ELW #870  

We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator 
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring 
We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you 
We bless your holy name, glad praises we sing! 

 
(continue music underneath prayer - transition to C and the melody of Praise and Thanksgiving 689) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  -Samuel F. Pugh (1904-2007) 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.   
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Let us pray. 
O God, when I have food, help me to remember the hungry; 
When I have work, help me to remember the jobless; 
When I have a home, help me to remember those who have no home at all; 
When I am without pain, help me to remember those who suffer, 
And remembering, help me to destroy my complacency; stir my compassion, and be concerned 
enough to help by word and deed, those who cry out for what we take for granted.  Amen. 
 
“Praise and Thanksgiving”   (v. 2)   ELW 689  

God, bless the labour we bring to serve you 
That with our neighbour we may be fed 
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you 
Harvesting, milling for daily bread 
 

FIRST READING Joel 2:21-27 

 Do not fear, O soil; 
  be glad and rejoice, 
  for the LORD has done great things! 
 Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
  for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
 the tree bears its fruit, 
  the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
 
 O children of Zion, be glad 
  and rejoice in the LORD your God; 
 for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
  he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
  the early and the later rain, as before. 
 The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 
  the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

 I will repay you for the years 
  that the swarming locust has eaten, 
 the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
  my great army, which I sent against you. 

 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
  and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
  who has dealt wondrously with you. 
 And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
  and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. 
 And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

 
This is what God is saying to us today. 
Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

GOSPEL Matthew 6:25-33 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 6th chapter. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said,] “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do 
not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the 
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Seek Ye First”    WOV #783 
 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness; 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Ask, and it shall be given unto you; 
Seek, and you shall find. 
Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
We do not live by bread alone, 
But by every word 
That proceeds from the mouth of God. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Giving thanks with God’s people of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation, saying Lord you are merciful, we give our thanks and praise. 
A brief silence. 
Lord of all creation, we give you thanks for the work of farmers and for granting an abundant harvest.  
In our excess, turn our hearts towards those who hunger and thirst, and to share in the first fruits you 
have so freely given.  We know that some in our land have not had abundant crops because of 
drought. Inspire us to share with those have little. Continue to nourish your good creation, that as 
trees fall bare and lands go bleak, you would replenish and restore the beauty of all you have made.  
Lord you are merciful, we give our thanks and praise. 
 
God of peace, we give you thanks for your rule of peace and justice.  Guide the hearts of leaders of 
nations to work toward peace in the world. We pray especially for Afghanistan and other countries at 
war.  May they seek your peace and may those seeking to leave their homeland find ways to leave 
safely and find homes where they will be welcome.  May they long for your justice that, by your love 
the hungry may be fed, and the oppressed set free.  Place in all our hearts a longing for peace, for an 
end to war and homelessness, for your feeding life among all people.  Lord you are merciful, we give 
our thanks and praise. 
 
Merciful God, we thank you for your gift of healing and comfort in the world.  We remember especially 
all those who grieve and suffer the ongoing effects of COVID-19.  Bless the work of doctors, nurses, 
and caregivers and through their efforts restore the sick to health.  Lead all who are sick in any way to 
the healing waters of your mercy.  
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We pray especially today for Myrtle, Sharla, Debi, Marion, Arne, Janine, Eva, Olai, Dave & Trudy, 
Olivia, Sarah, Lyle & Marlene, Syd, Corrie, Pastor Dick & Jan, Patrick, Klaus, Shirley, Lorne & Lyn, 
Eowen,  Doug & Lorraine, Karen, Grace, Lilian,  Margaret, Clayton,  Mary, Clayton, Rosemary, 
Shellene, Janice, Sheila, Judy & Ron, and Miriam.  Grant them wholeness and peace. Lord, you are 
merciful, we give our thanks and praise. 
 
God of the Church, we thank you for your church filled and led by the power of your Spirit.  We pray for 
the peace of the Church, that things that divide us would be no more and that we may serve the world 
as one people in one Lord Jesus Christ.  Bless bishops especially Bishops Larry and Susan; strengthen 
all pastors, teachers and leaders of all denominations that by your grace they might bear faithful 
witness to the Gospel of your Son.  Lord you are merciful, we give our thanks and praise. 
 
Lord of hope and life, we give you thanks for the gifts of encouragement and financial blessings that 
you have given us for ministry in this place; for the joy of community and friendship. Today we pray for 
Mitchel, Jessica & Rylee Rasmussen and Allan & Anita Reinhart. May they feel like an integral part of 
this community of faith even when we cannot meet in person.  We pray also today for our Church 
Council. Grant them and all of us a vision of your kingdom, opening eyes to see the needs of others 
that we might work together as your hands and feet in the places where we work and live and play.  
Lord you are merciful, we give our thanks and praise. 
 
Loving God, on this Thanksgiving weekend, we thank you for the gift of families.  Keep families safe as 
they gather. We pray for our children and grandchildren, that they may be filled with grace and faith 
that they would grow in the knowledge of your love.  We pray for families separated and divorced, we 
pray for estranged siblings who no longer sit at our thanksgiving tables. Feed your people, O God, by 
your grace and with your love.  Restore relationships and open our hearts to one another we pray.  
Lord you are merciful, we give our thanks and praise. 
 
O God of all our hopes and dreams, O God of all our cares and concerns, O God of abundance and life, 
receive our prayers we pray.  For great is your faithfulness in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven,   
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,      
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,    

as we forgive those     
 who sin against us;    

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.    
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For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN  “O God Beyond All Praising”  ELW #880 
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BLESSING- WOTP Video “In This Newborn Light” 
 
SENDING   
Go in peace, serve Christ, remember the suffering. 
Thanks be to God!  We will! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSION 

MUSIC & LITURGY 

1. “The Great Thanksgiving” Words & Music by Marty Haugen © GIA Publications. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-712444. 

2. “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”  Public Domain  

3. “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” Text: John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875)   Tune: Johann Steurlein 

(1546-1613)  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444.  

4. “We Praise You, O God”  Public Domain 

5. “Praise and Thanksgiving” Tune:  Public Domain:   Text: Albert F. Bayly, b. 1901, alt.; Reproduced with 

permission under CCLI Licence #547407. 

6. “Seek Ye First” Text: Matthew 6:33, 7:7; adapt. Karen Lafferty; Music: Karen Lafferty; Text & Music © 1972 

Maranatha!  Music, admin. The Copyright Company.  Reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence 

#547407. 

7. “O God beyond All Praising” Text: Michael Perry, b. 1942; Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934.  Tex t© 1982 

Hope Publishing Co.  Reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence #547407. 

 

VIDEOS AND IMAGES 

1. Visual Liturgy: In this Newborn Light, a prayer by John Philip Newell from his book Praying with the Earth: 
A Prayerbook for Peace. The Work of the People. Used with permission. 

 
 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-712444, and CCLI Licence #547407. All rights reserved. 

 


