
Weekly Word – For Sunday, October 3, 2021 
 

 

Worship this week:  This Sunday we continue our Fall Worship Series ‘Come And Be Fed’ as we look at the role 

of community.  Jesus called disciples who lived and worked together to help heal the world.  In a world in which 

we are more connected than ever, but seem further apart, how can we work together to heal the world?  Put simply, 

how can we move from me to we?  Join us this Sunday at 10:00 am for worship in the Fellowship Hall as the choir 

leads us in song and communion is celebrated.  As a reminder, for now we are asking people to mask while indoors 

in groups.  Join us!     
 

Link to Livestream Worship:  https://youtu.be/wyx_R6LPMM4 

Sunday Bulletin 
 

This Week: 

Sun., Oct 3 8:45-9:45 am Adult Forum in the Youth Room 

 9:00-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal in the Fellowship Hall 

 9:45-11:15 am Nursery Open 

 10:00-11:00 am Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall and Livestream 

 10:00-10:30 am Children in Worship 

 10:30-11:15 am Sunday School (Pre-School – Grade 8) 

 11:00-11:30 am Coffee Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall 

 11:00-11:30 am WEVR Broadcast 106.3 FM 

Mon., Oct 4 11:30 am-12:30 pm Personnel Meeting 

 5:00-6:00 pm Endowment Grant Committee Meeting 

Tues., Oct 5 9:00-10:00 am Yoga in the Fellowship Hall and Zoom 

 9:00 am-2:00 pm Among Friends 

Wed., Oct 6 1:00-2:30 pm Adult Bible Study  

 3:15-5:15 pm Wednesday School 

 5:15-6:15 pm Wednesday Meal 

 6:00-7:00 pm Jubilee Ringers 

 6:30-7:30 pm Confirmation Year 3 (9th Grade) 

 6:30-7:30 pm Middle School Youth Group 

 7:00-8:00 pm Chancel Choir 

Thur., Oct 7 9:00-10:00 am Yoga in the Fellowship Hall and Zoom 

Sun., Oct 10 8:45-9:45 am Adult Forum in the Youth Room 

 9:00-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal in the Fellowship Hall 

 9:45-11:15 am Nursery Open 

 10:00-11:00 am Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall and Livestream 

 10:00-10:30 am Children in Worship 

 10:30-11:15 am Sunday School (Pre-School – Grade 8) 

 11:00-11:30 am Coffee Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall 

 11:00-11:30 am WEVR Broadcast 106.3 FM 
 

Fall Worship Series: Come And Be Fed! - One of the parts of Jesus’ ministry that we do not think about is his 

ministry of feeding people.  Put simply, Jesus fed people.  He fed people with his teaching.  He fed people by 

offering healing and welcome.  He fed people by offering his own body and blood.  As we begin the program year, 

our Fall Worship Series is ‘Come and Be Fed!’  Each Sunday, we will let Jesus feed us by focusing on one of the 

great themes in Jesus’ ministry listed below:   
 

 Fed by his Love    Rally Day, Sunday, September 12  

 Fed by his Grace    Sunday, September 19  

 Fed by his Justice   Sunday September, 26 

 Fed by his Community Sunday, October 3 

 Fed by his Healing  Sunday, October 10 

 Fed by this Generosity Sunday, October 17  

 Fed by his Compassion Sunday, October 24 
 

This fall come and be fed at Christ’s table and by his Word.   

https://youtu.be/wyx_R6LPMM4
https://files.constantcontact.com/d0a2c6f7201/d1cdc6ec-d821-4b0e-9084-69a2a0ad305d.pdf


Youth Group Gatherings: 

Wed, Oct 6 - Middle School Youth Group at church from 6:30-7:30 pm 

Sun, Oct 10 - Middle School Trip to Corn Maze, White Pine Berry Farm, 1pm-4pm. (Please email 

rfyouthgroup@gmail.com if you plan on attending. We are also looking for chaperones to help drive kids.) 

Wed, Oct 13 - Interns 

Wed, Oct 20 -  Middle School Youth Group at church from 6:30-7:30 pm 

Sun, Oct 24 - High School Trip to Corn Maze, White Pine Berry Farm, 1pm-4pm. (Please email 

rfyouthgroup@gmail.com if you plan on attending.) 

Wed, Oct 27 - High School Youth Group at church from 6:30-7:30 pm 

Sun, Oct 31 - Middle School Service Project 

 

Wednesday Snack Providers Needed:  Please consider volunteering to provide snacks for Wednesday School. 

The snack is a highlight of the Wednesday School day! To volunteer, contact Stacy Myers or sign up under the 

“Connect” tab on the website (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-wednesday18). 

 

Wednesday School Registrations:  All children who will be in kindergarten through Grade 5 in the fall of 2021, 

are invited to participate in Wednesday School. Registration and permission forms are available on the church 

website (https://firstchurchrf.org/grow/pages/sunday-school) and in the church office. It is important to have 

advance registration in order to be adequately prepared for students. Wednesday School begins October 6. For 

COVID-mitigation, all participants will wear masks. Please contact Pastor Stacy with questions.   

 

Family Meals Resume:  Family meals will resume on Wednesday, October 6 in both to-go and in-person format.  

The cost is $8 per meal with a family max of $25 per family.  Please sign up by Tuesday night and indicate ‘to-go’ 

or ‘in-person.’  The menu is below:   
 

Oct 6—Lasagna and chicken alfredo, with salad, and garlic toast  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-wednesday19 
 

Oct 13—Roasted turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetable, and dinner roll 

Oct 20—Boneless BBQ ribs, macaroni and cheese & garlic mashed potato, vegetable, and biscuit 

Oct 27—Parmesan crusted chicken with hollandaise sauce, rice pilaf, asparagus salad, and croissant 

 

Fall Clean-Up, Saturday, October 23, 9:00 am:  Please bring your gloves, rakes, blowers, pruning shears, etc. to 

help clean up the grounds at the church.  Back-up date is Saturday, October 30.  Please sign up 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-fall and join us! 

 

Thai Cooking Class:  Expand your horizons (and your taste buds) as you learn about and create mouth-watering 

Thai specialties.  Chef Peter Kwong will share with you all the secret ingredients and just how easy it is to make all 

these delicious dishes in your own kitchen.  Peter is the husband of UCC Pastor Coleen Kwong who served Hope    

UCC in Cochrane, WI and he has led many Community Education classes here in River Falls.  With our beautiful 

church kitchen, he will lead the class that will include instruction, hands on cooking demonstrations, and time to 

eat what we cooked!  The cost is $30 per person.  The class is full and will be held on Thursday, October 21 

from 6:00-8:00 pm.  Space is limited to 15 people.  We will be masked when cooking in the kitchen, then when 

eating we can move to the Fellowship Hall to spread out and eat what we have made. Come and be fed.   

 

October Book Club: Come join us Thurs, Oct 28, 3:00 pm, for what promises to be a very lively discussion of 

the most recent Pulitzer Prize winning novel, The Night Watchman, by our Twin Cities' neighbor, Louise Erdrich. 

Based on the life of her grandfather and the very real treaty issues of 1953, the novel also explores the lives of a 

whole community struggling with "the worst and best impulses of human nature." You can pick up a copy of 

the book at the church office (including 2 large-print copies). Come whether you've finished (or not yet even 

begun!) the novel, and enjoy time with thoughtful readers and a wise and gifted author.  For more info, call 

Rebecca Ferguson, Jan Johnson, Bonnie Jones-Witthuhn or Suzanne Hagen. (We'll make adjustments to our plan 

as Covid dictates at the time, but we're wearing masks inside the church building now.) 
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Memorial Gathering:  Virginia (Ginny) Hilden Memorial Gathering has been scheduled for Sunday, October 3 

from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Glen Park Pavilion. A light lunch will be served and RSVPs to Laura Rau at 

laurasuerau@gmail.com are very much appreciated . Please join us to celebrate Ginny and her life. 

 

AAUW Book Sale:  The annual American Association of University Women's (AAUW) Book Sale will be the 

last three weeks of October - Thursdays from 10am to 7pm, Fridays from 10am to 7pm and Saturdays from 10am 

to 4pm at the former Global Made, 120 N. Main Street, RF.  Bring donations to the bins at Family Fresh and 

Dick’s Market, River Falls or to County Market, Hudson.  Drop off large quantities at the sale site on Wednesdays 

from 4 to 6pm and Saturdays from 10am to 12pm now through October 9.  Proceeds will be used for scholarships.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

Adult Forum:  The Adult Forum is held Sundays from 8:45–9:45 am in the Youth Room. 

 

Adult Bible Study:  The Adult Bible Study meets on Wednesday afternoons from 1:00–2:30 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall.  
 

Church Yoga:  Jan Hansen's church yoga group meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the church Fellowship Hall 

from 9:00-10:00 am and via Zoom.  Please call the office to receive the Zoom link. 

 

Coffee Fellowship Hosts Needed:  Coffee Fellowship is back!  Please sign up to help host and serve.  Everything 

you need is provided, you just need to get there a little early to get things ready, serve and do a quick clean up.  

Sign up at church or here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-coffee 

 

Liturgists Needed:  Please sign up to be a Sunday liturgist.  You will lead us in the Call to Worship and a 

Scripture text.  The bulletin will be sent via email to you on Thursday.  Sign up at church or here:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-liturgist 

 

Welcomers Needed:  Please sign up to be a welcomer on Sunday morning before the worship service.  One person 

is needed for at the bottom of the stairs at the 3rd Street Entrance.  Please arrive 20 minutes prior to the worship 

service.  Sign up at church or here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-welcomers 

 

Altar Table Flowers:  Please sign up to provide flowers for the altar for Sunday worship. Sign up at church or 

here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-altar  

 

Sign Up Sheets:  All current sign-up sheets are on the website. Click on “Connect” and then “Sign Ups/Forms.” 

 

New Church App:  The church has a new mobile phone app.  You can download it from the church website or by 

scanning the QR Code found on a flyer on the sign-up table and Facebook. 

 

Free Money for Church Ministries:  The church has created an Amazon Smile account through which the church 

can receive a portion of the price of each purchase you make though Amazon.  It is important to know that you 

need to do two things for the church to receive this money.  First, go to Amazon Smile by typing in 

smile.amazon.com and then add First Congregational Church River Falls to your Amazon Smile.  Second, every 

time you order you must order through your Smile account by going to smile.amazon.com. Once you do this, the 

church will receive 0.5% of each eligible order.  Please contact the church office if you have questions.   

 

Paying It Forward:  Many have asked how they can help share their stimulus money to help bless others.  Here 

are two concrete ways:   

• Compassion Fund – All money stays in the River Falls area and benefits families hit hardest by COVID 

and the economic downturn.   

• Building Fund – Each month the church still needs to pay the bank $3300.  The Building Fund enables us 

to pay our mortgage until we can hold a Building Fund Campaign after COVID.   
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Finances:  THANK YOU to all of you for your support of the mission and ministry of our church through your 

tithes, offerings, and gifts.  Your generosity empowers our church!  Please be sure to sign up for e-giving or 

mail/drop off your gifts.  There is also now an option to give online via our church website.   
 

                                                           Sept 26, 2021      Year to Date 

General Fund Income*                         $    7,036           $  358,486 

General Fund Operational Needs         $    9,262           $  361,218 

A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in the church office. 

*Includes annual and monthly gifts. 

 

People: 

• For our church mowing team—Joel Larsen, Ryan Luedtke, Larry Peterson and Mike Stifter—thanks for a 

great year!  

• For Lydia Katherine Koecher born 7 weeks early to Dan and Mari, granddaughter of Steve and Lara 

Koecher 

• For a return of choir and bells, may they make beautiful music together  

• For Darlene Sumption who celebrated her 95th birthday on Sunday, September 19 

• For the weekly Mini Farmers Market in our Fellowship Hall when people (Roland Roe and others) bring in 

their fresh veggies for us to enjoy, bless you  

• For the nearly 212 million people vaccinated so far in this country, thanks be to God   
 

Do you have other upcoming news and celebrations to share with the congregation? Graduations? Birthday and 

Anniversary celebrations? Please email them to office@firstchurchrf.org by Wednesday of each week to be 

included in the Weekly Word which is sent out on Thursdays. 

 

Prayer:  Prayer connects us with God and our neighbors. Each week in the bulletin there is a prayer list of people, 

situations and thanksgivings that is also sent out by email to help people in their prayer life. You can sign up by 

contacting the office at office@firstchurchrf.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday – 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Friday – 8:30 am to Noon 

 

Church Staff Contact: 

Pastor:  Chris Myers - chris@firstchurchrf.org 

Office/Finance:  Missy Luedtke - missy@firstchurchrf.org 

Education:  Stacy Johnson Myers - stacy@firstchurchrf.org 

Mission:  Dave Ostendorf - dave@firstchurchrf.org 

Youth:  Alex and Sarah Plum – rfyouthgroup@gmail.com 

Music:  Jamie Mills - degolierjamie@gmail.com 

Choir:  Sarah Plum – sarah.e.plum.95@gmail.com 

Building:  Dave Mountain - focusfan2001@yahoo.com 

Maintenance:  Tim Bylander - timthefixitguy@gmail.com 
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