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“And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it

and to keep it.” (Genesis 2:15)
 

There are those who consider “WORK” a curse word. Some would have us believe it is
a result of the curse that followed the fall of man into sin. On the contrary, “WORK”
is something God gifted man with before the fall. Our text verse proves that God
placed man into the perfect garden of Eden with the responsibility to “dress it”
indicating service, labor, and to do work (in obedience to God).

 
Everywhere I go today, there are “Help Wanted” and “Now Hiring” signs. Yet,
millions of Americas sit at home content to draw government benefits instead of
earning a living. At the same time our culture is in melt down. A generation has
been raised to believe they are entitled to receive what they want without the effort
of preparation, planning, or personal responsibility. Our society has lost sight of the
Virtue of Work.

 
Granted, there are many who over work themselves at a costly sacrifice. Yet, the
Bible has much to say about laziness (Proverbs 10:4 - 5; 12:25; 18:9; 19:15; 20:4;
21:25; Ecclesiastes 10:18; Matthew 25:26 - 30; etc.). Terms such as sluggard, slothful,
and slack are used to describe the lazy. Poverty, shame, hunger, begging, death,
waste and cost are terms used to describe the result. 1 Timothy 5:8 describes one
unwilling to work as being worse than an unbelieving, faithless heathen. I guess this
wouldn’t matter to government leadership who has spent the past generation
funding education, arts, media, and special projects that are Godless and Amoral.
Meanwhile, our communities are suffering because of the low standards set by
parents, religious leaders, and local authorities who have bought into lies fueled by
covetousness, high-mindedness, ingratitude, and selfishness.

 
Galatians 5:13 teaches us to love to serve. Colossians 3:22-23 teaches that it is God
honoring to do a good job and we are to do it “heartily, as to the Lord”. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 admonishes, “whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 instructs us to do our own business, work with our hands,
and do it honestly. 2 Thessalonians 3:10 serves notice that those who will not work
should not eat. Psalms 90:17 indicates that we are to pray and ask God to bless our
work. We are reminded in Deuteronomy 8:18 that God is the one who gives us the
ability to labor and earn wages. Proverbs 14:23 underscores, “In all labour there is
profit…” Ecclesiastes 4:9 suggest that it is even more profitable when we learn to
work together. Again, in Ecclesiastes 2:24, the scripture gives a remedy for much of
the depression and listlessness of our society when it states, “There is nothing better
for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy
good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God.” There is
something satisfying about a good days work. 

3- Kayla DeHart & Nicole
Casstevens 
10- Haley Newman, Shannon
Newman, Tonya Johnson 
17- Taylor Newman, Morgan
Newman, Tina Beasley 
24- Regina Patel, Holly Easter,
Kayla Lawson 
31- Gina Patel, Nicole Atkins, Pam
Clement 



T.E.A. TimeT.E.A. Time
AdmonishingAdmonishingEncouragingEncouraging

THE VIRTUOUS WOMANTHE VIRTUOUS WOMANTHE VIRTUOUS WOMAN
By Mrs. Leslie BarkerBy Mrs. Leslie BarkerBy Mrs. Leslie Barker

Our reading plan this month focuses on the ideal lady recorded in
Proverbs 31. As I read this passage of scripture, I am reminded in 2
Timothy 3:16-17, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works." That word, perfect, is interpreted in
the Greek as complete.  We are complete in His word through
correction, and righteousness. 

As I read these 21 verses, designated to characterize an ideal lady of
God, I think about how I can obtain such a high standard.  The Holy
Spirit intercedes in my heart and reminds me each day that I can be
better for Him. We should, as ladies, wives, and mothers, strive to
become more for our husbands, children, communities, and most of
all for our Saviour.  Each of these attributes is revealed through the
scripture, and we can see a lady who is driven, determined, and
devoted. As you read about this Godly example, put your mind in the
scriptures and imagine the application of the virtuous woman in your
lives; meditate, each day, on how to be more like her.  I have been
studying this ideal lady for 25 plus years, and I can say she is just as 
I Corinthians 15:58 states, "stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord."  

So, will you ladies follow along with me and read these 21 verses over
and over this month? As we pray together, with the help of the Lord,
we can be more like this lady penned by inspiration.  Remember, we
are not to obtain fleshly perfection,  but we can, each day, walk in the
Spirit and pray to be the virtuous lady that God wants each one of us
to be.  We can strive to be unmoveable and abounding in the work of
the Lord.  When we are using the Word as our guide, then we can rest
and be "perfect" or complete in Him as Paul writes to Timothy in II
Timothy 3:16-17. 

With much love and prayers ~Mrs. Leslie 
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To me, a lady is

not frilly,

flouncy,

flippant,

frivolous and

fluff-brained,

but she is

gentle, she is

gracious, she

is godly and

she is giving.

You and I have

the gift of

femininity...

the more

womanly we

are, the more

manly men will

be and the more

God is

glorified. Be

women, be only

women, be real

women in

obedience to

God."

- Elisabeth

Elliot

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Corinthians-15-58/

