


How shall we now 
live?



Mayflower



The Declaration of Independence
When in the Course of human events it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another and to assume 
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal 
station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation.



We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever 
any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it 
is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to 
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.



Romans 13 & 14



1. Governing Authorities

a. To govern against evil
b. Not a terror to good 

works 



For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to 
evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the 

authority? Do what is good, and you will have 
praise from the same. 4 For he is God’s minister to 
you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he 
does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s 

minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who 
practices evil.

Romans 13:3-4



Good Works – who defines?
World – Romans 12:2
Us – Jeremiah 17:9

God – Ephesians 2:10



Good Works Before God
Therefore, to him who knows to 
do good and does not do it, to 

him it is sin. 
James 4:17



Good Works Before Men
… having your conduct honorable among 
the Gentiles, that when they speak against 

you as evildoers, they may, 
by your good works which they observe, 

glorify God in the day of visitation.
I Peter 2:12



When we break the law, 
there are penalties: 

humanly and spiritually





Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to 
the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer 

you in this matter.  If that is the case, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
He will deliver us from your hand, O king.  But if not, let it be 
known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor 

will we worship the gold image which you have set up.”
Daniel 3:16-18



So they called them and commanded them not to speak 
at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.  But Peter and John 

answered and said to them,
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you 

more than to God, you judge. For we cannot but speak 
the things which we have seen and heard.”  So when they 
had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no 
way of punishing them, because of the people, since they 

all glorified God for what had been done.
Acts 4:18-21



And He said to them, “Whose image and 
inscription is this?”  They said to Him, 

“Caesar’s.”  And He said to them,
“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are 

Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.”  When they had heard

these words, they marveled, and left Him and 
went their way.

Matthew 22:20-22



Jesus recognized the law of the 
land but not the law which 

dishonored His Father.  He also 
recognized sowing and 

reaping.



2.  The ultimate law is to love 
And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest 

of these is love.  
I Corinthians 13:13

By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”  

John 13:35



Love does no harm to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfillment of the law.
Romans 13:10



What law is Paul referring to?
God’s Law:  Ten Commandments
Love God first and our neighbor 

as ourselves
Fruit of the Spirit (outcome)



I love you by not coveting your 
Toyota Tacoma.

I love you by not pursuing/lusting 
after your wife. 

I love you by being honest.
I love you by resting/recharging.

I love you by honoring you. 



I love you by not taking your life or hating you 
deep within.

I love God by serving Him only.
I love God by not replacing Him with anything –

created or existing. 
I love God by preserving His name with my actions 

and lips.
I love you by putting you in front of me.



These are the laws we are called to not 
violate.  If any law created by governing 
officials cross this line, believers have a 

responsibility to God to make a 
decision and accept the reward, 

consequence or both.



Are we using scripture to build 
our case to keep to the Law of 

Love or are we building our case 
first in hopes to fit scriptural 
truth because we don’t like 

being told what to do?



Questions to Ponder
1. Have you fully surrendered to Him today?
2. Is it proper for a Christian to obey the law 
of the land if it causes them to violate God’s 
law?
3.  What is dictating your belief:  scripture or 
your dislike of being told what you can and 
can’t do? 


