
Bishop Regina Hassanally

Welcome to the new year! Many of us are entering 2021 full of hope; 2020 was a year of unexpected challenges.
There were disappointments: canceling our 2020 Synod Assembly ranks among them, as I was so looking
forward to gathering with all of you. There were steep learning curves: moving worship and gatherings to
digital platforms. There were radical adjustments: finding new ways to connect when in-person visits were
unsafe, learning to work from home while caring for those who depend on us, to name a few.

Yet, as I reflect on 2020, I am filled with deep gratitude. In the face of a quickly and constantly changing
reality, the Southeastern Minnesota Synod rose to the occasion. You learned to worship in new ways. You
reinvented confirmation, Sunday school, and adult education. You found new, primarily outdoor, spaces to
gather in. You found ways to continue your outreach to your communities and beyond. You proclaimed the
gospel with grace and fervent hope.

It has not always been easy. There have been moments of tension, fear, and uncertainty. There have also been
moments of joy, creativity, and sacred spaces. 

As I reflect on 2020 and look forward to 2021, I am immensely grateful to be called to serve among you. As we
look to another year of ministry, I pray we will continue to be full of grace, truth, courage, and hope. I pray
that the lessons we have learned will continue to shape and inform us. I pray we will remain open to the work
of the Holy Spirit, and I trust, by God’s grace, we will continue to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Thank you, dear church, for your tenacity and generosity. Thanks be to God for God’s faithfulness in all
things. 

Our work continues. If you have not yet taken space for deep Sabbath rest – please do so (and ensure the
people around you do too!). No matter what our new year brings, our call to proclaim the gospel remains. May
God gift us with all we need to share this Good News!

In Christ,
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