
In-Person Ministry to Resume!
Starting the week of September 20th, 
Blue Bus will be going weekly to 
Esquimalt, Quw’utsun and Tseycum to 
resume COVID19 safe, in-person 
outreach programs (we are waiting to 
hear back from Tsawout). Woooohoooo, 
thank you Lord!!! The youth will be so 
excited to have the Blue Bus teams 
back in their communities.

• Quw’utsun: Monday, September 20,
• Tseycum: Tuesday, September 21
• Esquimalt: Thursday, September 23

Sabbatical & Vision
My sabbatical was restful, enriching and 
very encouraging. I surrendered the 
Mobile Outreach ministry, my role as 
Ministry Director and the nearly 25 
years I have invested, and prayed to the 
Lord, “I have put it all on the table. Now 
what would you have me do?” I felt him 
say, “You are not done!” I was elated 
because I feel like I still have vision for 
this ministry and I definitely have more 
gas in the tank. Kurt Friesen and I have 
been praying and are excited to share 
what we believe is God’s vision for our 
ministry:  Mobile Outreach empowers 
Indigenous youth to boldly share 
their love of Jesus Christ with faith in 
action. We want to see Indigenous 
youth leaders raised up who boldly tell 
others about Jesus Christ and 
demonstrate this amazing love in 
tangible ways. We want to see 
indigenous teams share His love locally 

and abroad. Is this a big vision? Yes! 
Jesus discipled his 12 and changed the 
world. In the same way, we want to see 
young Indigenous leaders transform 
their world. In the next newsletter I will 
share more about our ministry plans.

Biking
Back in April, Kurt and I loaded my utility 
trailer with bikes and helmets and 
headed out to meet some youth for a 
bike ride. After far too many Zoom 
meetings with youth it was such a 
breath of fresh air to actually see 
Brayden and Joel who had moved from 
Quw’utsun to Victoria. They were also 
pretty excited to see us and get out of 
the house. We wanted to show them 
around Victoria so we took them to 
Chinatown. I forgot how much I love to 
tease youth and how good they are at 
dishing it right back at me. Joel actually 
rode one of the bikes we purchased with 
the funds that were donated. Kurt took 
them into a grocery store and asked 
them which snack they would like. Joel 
got candy and a Peace Tea and 
Brayden chose a drink and something 
he had never tried before, dried Mango. 
A few weeks later their mom texted me 
to ask where we bought the dried 
mango. Apparently Brayden fell in love 
with mango and asked him mom to buy 
him some more. With restrictions 
easing, we look forward to more 
activities and conversations with 
Brayden, Joel and the other youth. We 
plan to take a group of youth on outings 
and to accomplish this we have some 
plans in store.

Prayer
Volunteers: Please pray for the Lord to 
send workers for our 4 outreach teams. 
While Kurt and I lead this ministry, we 
rely on our dedicated volunteers to 
come alongside and care for the youth. 
Our need is greatest at Esquimalt 
Nation where we currently do not have 
any volunteers. God, we need help!

Wanted: Van & Trailer
Our ministry is evolving and as we seek 
opportunities to engage youth, one of 
the needs we will be facing is how to  
transport youth. I will be developing our 
youth work in the Cowichan Valley and 
Kurt will be focusing on reaching youth 
in communities in the Greater Victoria 

area. In addition, Kurt has a passion to 
connect with youth through 
skateboarding and we would both love 
to take youth biking, hiking, camping 
and on trips to serve in other 
communities. While the Blue Bus is 
great for transporting youth, it is not  
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well suited for narrow road, tight parking 
spots or for transporting youth AND 
sports gear like bikes. With Kurt on 
board and plans to hire more staff, we 
believe that having a second vehicle like 
a van would open up some amazing 
opportunities to disciple youth. 
We have approval from our Executive 
Director and Board to invest in a van 
and eventually we would also like to 
acquire an enclosed trailer to carry and 
store recreational equipment like bikes 
and skateboard ramps. We contacted 
YFC Vancouver who have been using 
vans for years. They recommended 
buying a Ford Transit Passenger 
Wagon. We are now actively looking for 
a used, late model Ford Transit 
Passenger Wagon with a high roof, 
extended body and dual wheels. We 
have been watching the online new and 
used vehicle sites and we have asked 
some dealerships to help us find such a 
vehicle. If you have ideas about where 
we might locate such a vehicle, please 
contact Rick Wismer 250-216-8287 or 
rick@yfcvictoria.com.

Volunteer’s Profile:
    P.K. (Wally) Bidwell

We are grateful to God for our great 
leaders. Wally Bidwell, a member or our 
Quw’utsun team, played a significant 
role in launching our ministry in 
Cowichan Valley. Wally was involved in 
youth activities since 1974 when he was 
approached to become a Scout leader 
in Hearst, Ontario. He continued in 
Scouting for over twenty years finally 
retiring from that organization in 1997. 
Shortly after his leaving Scouting, his 
Pastor asked him to take on the role as 
youth leader in their church. The youth 
group grew and then he, together with 

several of the brothers in his church, 
along with some members of other local 
churches took over a closed church 
building in town and turned it into a 
Youth Centre for local teens. This 
Centre grew in size and popularity with 
evening drop-in activities and special 
weekly youth activities. An annual short 
term ministry to an Inuit community on 
the east shore of Hudson Bay became 
part of the youth centre activities. Wally 
along with some of the youth centre 
leaders and older youth took part in a 
mission trip to Port-au-Prince, Haiti to 
work at a school sponsored by the 
Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada. It 
was then decided by the Youth Centre 
Board of Directors to investigate joining 
up with Youth for Christ and to take on a 
local chapter for Timmins and area. 
After many meetings with YFC Canada, 
this became a reality, and a local church 
youth leader was hired on full time to 
coordinate the activities. Wally then 
decided to move west to the Island and 
live with his daughter and family. Shortly 
after settling into Duncan, he emailed 
YFC Victoria and asked if they had any 
plans to bring their program into the 
Cowichan Valley. That is how he met 

Rick Wismer and was introduced 
to the Blue Bus Ministry.  Rick 
and Wally along with some local 
contacts met with members of 
Valley churches and were able 
to not only gain considerable 
financial support to bring the 
Blue Bus ministry to the Valley 
but were also able to find a good 
number of folks willing to 
volunteer to be part of the 
outreach ministry, prayer team 
and to bring food for the weekly 
programs. 
The Cowichan Tribes Chief, 

William Seymour, met with Rick 
and Wally and expressed full 

support for bringing the bus to the 
reserve on a weekly basis. Following 
meetings with local Cowichan Tribes 
staff, a location for the bus was located 
and a Cowichan Tribes liaison staff 
member, Roberta Jim, were provided. 
Wally then became involved in a second 
program designed for older youth which 
was started up at 
Duncan Christian School. This program 
was just getting off the ground when the 
in person Blue Bus meeting were 
brought to a halt by COVID. Since then, 
the Blue Bus leaders have met virtually 
with youth on Zoom. We value Wally 

and all that he brings to our team. If you 
have a heart for youth, then I would 
love to have coffee to hear your story 
and discuss how you might use your 
gifts and skills to help reach 
Indigenous youth.

Trained, Credentialed & 
Ready to Roll!

Not only has Kurt Friesen, Mobile 
Outreach Program Director, successfully 
completed his first aid, air brake 
endorsement and BC Class 2 Driver’s 
License, he has also completed YFC 
Canada’s formal training course. A word 
for Kurt from Ivy Friesen (no relation to 
Kurt), YFC Canada Western Regional 
Training Coordinator: “We the 
credentialing committee of Kurt Friesen, 
having recognized your dedication to 
serving Christ, supporting staff and your 
passion for reaching young people with 
the gospel, enthusiastically recommend 
you as a fully credentialed ministerial 
member of the Religious Order of 
Youth for Christ.” Well done Kurt! We 
know you worked very hard. There is 
more exciting news - on August 10th, 
Kurt, Jackie and Silas welcomed baby 
Asher James Friesen (7 lb, 4 oz) into 
their family. Congratulation Kurt & 
Jackie! Please pray that Kurt, Jackie, 
Silas and especially Asher sleeps well at 
night. I know they would appreciate your 
prayers.
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