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PROVERBS – THE PATH TO WISDOM 
The Book of Proverbs - The Bookends 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Thirty plus years ago I sat in the Modin’s home facing a Pastoral search committee. I had been given a 
list of 50 + questions to answer.  On one question I provided an answer that I know did not satisfy John 
McNabb.  He looked at me and asked one question, “Are you teachable?”  That question has both 
challenged me and motivated me for all these years.  Of all that took place that night, that is the incident 
I remember to this day.  It’s an important question.  Are you teachable? 
 

 Do you intentionally stretch yourself in studies of God’s Word and topics that challenge you?  
Or are you a minimalist. Do you do enough to get by. 

 Do you ask questions, dig deeper?  Do you openly ask for evaluation and critique? How willing 
are you to seek help? 

 Do you find that in conversations you do all the talking? Is it hard for you to listen and probe 
questions of someone else? 

 How concerned are you to read, listen, research viewpoints that are different than yours? 
 
Today’s message is all about humility and teachability.   There’s good reason to think that they go 
together. You can’t have one without the other. 
 

PRAYER 
 

SCRIPTURE TEXT: PROVERBS 1:1-7; 30:1-9 
 
1st BOOKEND (PROVERBS 1:1-7 
 
THE PURPOSE OF PROVERBS 
 
Solomon the primary author of this collection of proverbs gives us 6 purposes for this collection.   They 
are listed as 6 infinitives. In English you will recognize them because they all start or imply the little word 
“to” The purpose of the Proverbs is . . .. 
 

1. “To know wisdom and instruction”. 
2. “To understand words of insight”. 
3. “To receive instruction in wise dealing”. 
4. “To give prudence to the simple”. 
5. “[To] give knowledge and discretion”. 
6. “To understand a proverb . . .”.  
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Solomon has just painted us a kaleidoscope of colors that all show different shades of meaning to the 
word wisdom. 12   Proverbs provide “wisdom”, “instruction,” “understanding,” “insight,” “wise dealing,” 
“righteousness,” “justice,” “equity,” “prudence,” “knowledge,” “discretion,” “learning,” and “guidance.”   
But there is a discernable pattern to these words.  I think one could say that in summary the goal of 
Proverbs is to provide intellectual knowledge (v.2), ethical standards (v.3), and insight for practical living 
(v.4).   
 
But Solomon does say that these Proverbs are only effective among certain groups of people. 
 
WHO BENEFITS FROM PROVERBS? 
 
Proverbs help “the simple” (or unlearned), the youth, the wise, and those that have understanding, 
writes the Author.  It sounds like everyone! There is one group that is left out. That’s the group called 
“fools”.  They don’t think they need wisdom.   But those, whether young and unschooled or wise and 
informed all benefit from wisdom. 
 
The bottom line is that everyone can benefit from wisdom if they are humble and teachable. As soon as 
one shows contempt or an attitude, “I’ve arrived,” they cannot profit from the Proverbs. The latter part 
of Isaiah 66:2 (ESV) helps us understand what this looks like: “. . . But this is the one to whom I will look: 
he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.”    
 
This Book of Proverbs provides us an example of this humble, teachable, obedient spirit in the words of 
Agur, Proverbs 30.    
 

2nd BOOKEND (PROVERBS 30:1-9) 
 
AGUR’S HUMILITY 
 
Let’s read Proverbs 30:1-4.   What does a wise person think of himself or herself?  Answer: “Surely I am 
too stupid to be a man. I have not the understanding of a man. I have not learned wisdom, nor have I 
knowledge of the Holy One.” (Proverbs 30:2–3, ESV).  The point: a wise person is not wise in their own 
eyes.   The wise man or woman does not think highly of themselves.  Why?  Because they compare 
themselves to God as Agur does, not other people.  Note Proverbs 30:3–4 (ESV), 
  
“3 I have not learned wisdom, nor have I knowledge of the Holy One. 4 Who has ascended to heaven and 
come down? Who has gathered the wind in his fists? Who has wrapped up the waters in a garment? 
Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s name? Surely you 
know!”  

 
1 Nielson, K. (2020). Proverbs for You. (C. Laferton, Ed.) (p. 21). The Good Book Company. 
2 “A rainbow of co-referential terms for wisdom unites the whole of vv. 2–5.” - Waltke, B. K. (2004). The Book of Proverbs, 
Chapters 1–15 (p. 175). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/gwfy20pr?ref=Bible.Pr1.1-7&off=11746&ctx=bservation+is+this%3a+~Proverbs%E2%80%99+wisdom+has
https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot20pr1?ref=BibleBHS.Pr1.2-6&off=1963&ctx=ccept%E2%80%9D%2f%E2%80%9Clearning%E2%80%9D).+~A+rainbow+of+co-refe
https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot20pr1?ref=BibleBHS.Pr1.2-6&off=1963&ctx=ccept%E2%80%9D%2f%E2%80%9Clearning%E2%80%9D).+~A+rainbow+of+co-refe
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When we compare ourselves to the one who can answer this question, it is very easy to see ourselves 
terribly lacking in wisdom and understanding.  Herein we see the wonder and brilliance of Holy 
Scriptures.   The answer to “who has ascended and descended” and “what is his name”, etc. is found in 
the New Testament and His Name is Jesus.  Compared to Jesus, how much understanding do we have, 
how wise are we?  Our wisdom compared to the wisdom of Christ is mere baby talk. 
 
Do you remember what Jesus was doing at the age of 12?  “. . . they found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  And all who heard him were amazed 
at his understanding and his answers.  And when his parents saw him, they were astonished . . ..”3 
 
So where do we go to learn from Jesus? 
 
AGUR’S SOURCE OF WISDOM 
 
But we are not left without a resource according to Agur: “Every word of God proves true; he is a shield 
to those who take refuge in him. Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar.” 
(Proverbs 30:5–6, ESV)  
 
What a great statement on the sufficiency of God’s Word.  Do you admit you are unlearned, unwise, as 
compared to Christ?  Then we are invited to look to His Word, take refuge in His Word.  Trust His Word.  
It is His Word that gives us wisdom.   
 
AGUR’S PRAYER. Agur then in deep humility offers this prayer: “Two things I ask of you; deny them not 
to me before I die: Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me 
with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or lest I be 
poor and steal and profane the name of my God.” (Proverbs 30:7–9, ESV).   
 
This is the prayer of a humble man.  Agur’s prayer is that he will live truthfully and do nothing or have 
anything that will profane (make little, demean) God.   Lord may we do nothing that will detract, dismiss, 
demean, devalue Your Name.   There seems to be elements of the Lord’s Prayer here.   Does he not ask 
for “daily bread”?  Does he desire to not “be led into temptation, but to be delivered from evil”?  Does 
he not desire to make holy the Name of His God?  This is the prayer of the humble. 
 
AGUR’S PROVERBS: From verses 10-33, Agur provides his own set of Proverbs.i   But let us summarize 
what we have learned from these “Bookends”. 
 

SUMMARY 
 

1. God has given us these Proverbs so that we can gain intellectual understanding, live by 
ethical standards; and provide practical guidelines for living our lives. 

 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Lk 2:46–48). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Lk2.46&off=22&ctx=%C2%A0%E2%80%A2%E2%80%A2After+three+days+~they+found+him+in+th
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2. God is the standard of wisdom. 
3. The wise know how much they don’t know. They are teachable. 
4. The wise tremble at the idea of demeaning God by their lives. 

 
So, we return to the main point. 
 

MAIN POINT 
 
The Wisdom of God benefits those who are humble and teachable and who tremble at the thought of 
robbing God of His glory.  Later in this collection Solomon will write: 
 
“Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in 
learning.” (Proverbs 9:9, ESV)  
 
To be a Christian, to be a disciple of Christ, is to be a life-long learner.  The very definition of disciple 
means “learner”.  It is contrary to who we are to put on an attitude that we don’t need advice and 
instruction.  If you stop and think about it, the whole basis of our Christian faith is that we desperately 
need God’s wisdom. 
 

A. Regarding spiritual things, the Bible teaches us that before we were saved, we must 
acknowledge that “as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one 
seeks for God.” (Romans 3:10–11, ESV) 

B. In fact, before we were Christians we admit we were not able to understand the things of God.  
“The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and 
he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 Corinthians 2:14, 
ESV)  

C. That even when we were called by the Gospel, “not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards.”4  We are all nicht sehr Schlau. Verstehen? 

D. Even as Christians, Christ reminds us that “apart from [Christ] you can do nothing.”5 
E. And all of us Believers must conclude that “now we see in a mirror dimly . . . Now I know in part . 

. ..” (1 Corinthians 13:12, ESV)  
 
So let us take heed today.  Solomon concludes “Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is 
more hope for a fool than for him.” (Proverbs 26:12, ESV).   
 
Let us pray.   Lord Jesus, You are the way, the truth and the life.  Encourage us by Your Spirit to pursue 
wisdom and learning, all for your glory and for the service in Your Kingdom.  Help us to lay aside every 
weight that hinders us, humbly growing in grace and the knowledge of You, our Savior.  Help us to grow 
wise by seeking correction from Your Word and instruction in it.  Help us to kill pride and selfishness by 

 
4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (1 Co 1:26). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
5 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 15:5). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.1Co1.26&off=43&ctx=lling%2c+brothers%E2%80%A2%3a+m%EF%BB%BF~not+many+of+you+were
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jn15.5&off=114&ctx=ars+much+fruit%2c+for+~apart+from+me+you+ca
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Your Spirit so we can become mature in the faith.  For the sake of Christ’s glory and the joy of Your 
Church, we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i  

1. 4 Characteristics of the Generations of Mankind. (1) one that refuses to honor father and mother (v. 11), (2) one that 
is self-righteous (v. 12), (3) one that is proud and arrogant (v. 13), and (4) one that is cruel and oppressive (v. 14). 
  

2. 4 Things That Are Never Satisfied.  (1) “the grave,” which is never filled with its victims; (2) “the barren womb,” which 
continually longs for a child; (3) “the earth,” whose thirsty ground is never completely satisfied with water; and (4) 
“the fire.” 
  

3. 4 Mysteries of the World That Go Unseen (1) the “eagle” soaring through the air leaves no scent or footsteps; (2) the 
“serpent” would mark its path in the sand, but on the rock its movements cannot be traced; (3) the wake of a “ship” 
on open sea quickly disappears; and (4) the “way of a man with a virgin” is hidden. 
 

4. 4 Evils That Erode Society.  (1) the advancement of a “servant” to a regal position for which he is unprepared and 
unfitted: (2) a “fool” who in arrogance and selfishness is; (3) a “hateful woman,” who takes it out on her husband and 
children; and (4) a deceitful, immoral “maidservant”. 
  

5. 4 Examples From Nature That Show Careful Planning for the Future. (1) the “ant” stores its food (v. 25); (2) the “rock 
badgers” prepare a home in the rocks for refuge (v. 26); (3) the “locusts” without a monarch go forth in bands with 
discipline and order (v. 27); and (4) the “spider” (or “house lizard”), though small and vulnerable, takes hold even in 
the palaces of kings (v. 28). 

 


