
Lay Preachers’ Bulletin – May 2021  
 
May’s lectionary notes are provided by The Rev. Christine Conkin, 
Incumbent of St. Andrew, Calgary 
 
 
May 2, 2021- Easter 5 
John 15:1-8 
 
• “I am the true vine…” This is one of the 7 “I am” passages around which 

the Gospel of John is structured. There is a kind of play on words, with “I 
am” being the name of God first revealed to Moses (Exo 3:13-14). In 
John’s Gospel, Jesus reveals who he is through this series of metaphors 
(the bread of life; the light of the world; the gate; the good shepherd; the 
resurrection and life; the way, the truth and the life). What are your 
favourite metaphors for describing or understanding God? What are the 
limitations of all our metaphoric language? 

 
• “Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.” How 

does it feel to be pruned? What does it mean to be pruned? If we 
understand ourselves as the branches being pruned, is there an 
implication that includes some kind of loss, of letting go? Have you ever 
let go of something, only to have some thing new (fruit!) grow? What is 
the challenge here? What is the promise? 

 
• “Abide” is an important word in this passage. What does it mean to 

“abide”? If we think of “abiding” as remaining still, at peace, stable, how 
does that contrast with bearing fruit and being pruned, both of which imply 
change inherent to growth? 

 
 
  



May 9, 2021 – Easter 6 
John 15:9-17 
 
• “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love…” What is your 

relationship to “the rules”? In this ‘time of covid’, the relationship of rules 
and love is particularly acute, and perhaps particularly strained. Many of 
us go through periods of pushing against “the rules,” if not outright 
breaking or ignoring them. Can we love without externally-imposed rules? 
How does our organization of society, with its popular and unpopular laws, 
even paying taxes, relate to Jesus’ command to love one another? 

 
• “I do not call you servants any longer… I have called you friends…” Jesus 

details the difference he sees in the relationships of servant and master 
vs that of friendship. We have lots of different kinds of relationships in our 
lives and there is an opportunity here to consider those different kinds of 
relationships. How is the relationship of priest / parishioner different from 
that of friends? Indeed, being fellow parishioners, part of Christian 
community, isn’t necessarily the same as being friends. How could they 
be different? How are they similar? What other kinds of relationships are 
there? 

 
• “You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go…” 

What does it mean to be chosen? Just because one is chosen, one still 
has the option, the power, to say ‘yes’ or ‘no.’ Do you (or your parish) 
readily embrace opportunities or do you need to be dragged (kicking and 
screaming)? Have you ever dug in your heels to resist a task, a direction, 
a calling? What does it feel like to trust in being chosen, and just go for 
it?!? 

 
 
May 16, 2021 - Ascension 
Luke 24:44-53 / Acts 1:1-11 
 
• It’s important to note that the story of Jesus’ Ascension appears in 

scripture twice. There is a short version to end Luke’s Gospel and Luke’s 



“sequel” begins with it in Acts 1. Acts is the story of the early church, 
beginning with a very short summary of the Easter season and then has 
a longer and richer story of Jesus’ Ascension than in Luke. The last 10 
days of Easter are another important transition period in the story of 
Jesus. Jesus leaves, ascends to heaven, but the Holy Spirit has not yet 
arrived. It is akin to Holy Saturday, the day between crucifixion and 
resurrection. What do we do in such times of transition? How do we hold 
on to God and God’s promise during “in between” times? Note that the 
pattern is always of loss first, then God’s new thing arrives after a period 
of waiting. 

 
• “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 

1:6). The kingdom of Israel / Judah had been destroyed a full 500 years 
before Jesus. And still the people hoped for it, asked about it. It is very 
hard for human nature to accept that the future is not going to be like the 
past. Whatever renewal is coming, it will look different than what we once 
knew. Post-covid will not be like pre-covid. How can we stay open to 
God’s new work among us, so we don’t miss it when it comes? 

 
• “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?” (Acts 1:11) 

God never wants us to just stand around, gazing heavenward, however 
beautiful or shocking the sight might be. Jesus has gone (again!) and now 
it’s our turn to embody God and work for God’s kingdom. What does this 
means you need to do, other than gawking into heaven? 

 
 
May 23, 2021 – The Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 
 
• The Day of Pentecost is when we celebrate the arrival of the Holy Spirit. 

It is the birthday of the church. What is the story of your parish? the 
Anglican church? What is the “birth narrative,” significant moments? 
Today is a great day to talk about it, hear various stories about the church, 
for better and for worse. How do different people experience the same 



community in different ways? Can we suspend judgement enough to hear 
it all, to come to develop a more complete picture and understanding of 
the church? 

 
• The 2 core metaphors for the Holy Spirit at Pentecost are of wind and fire. 

We tend to like to romanticize biblical stories like this one, tame them, 
speak (about) them calmly and piously. But we also know that both 
elements can cause enormous destruction. “… the rush of a violent 
wind…” sounds pretty scary (think Hwy 2 with semi’s overturned). Think 
of the images of escaping the forest fire in Ft. McMurray. How do we 
reconcile, or just live with, such danger in our experience of God? 

 
• Another key aspect of Pentecost is of speaking in different languages. 

What languages does the church need to learn (or has learned) to 
communicate with more and different people? Uploading and 
downloading. Zoom. Tweet. In what ways does our language create 
barriers to understanding? (narthex, BAS, sacristy, exegesis) 

 
 
May 30, 2021 – Trinity Sunday 
 
• Trinity Sunday is the only holy day dedicated to a doctrine, rather than to 

a story (from the story of Jesus). There is always an awkward pairing with 
bible passages, as the doctrine of the trinity per se, doesn’t appear in 
scripture in any overt way. Don’t try to fit a square peg in a round hold, to 
make scripture say something it doesn’t. If you’re going to preach on the 
Trinity, just do that, though beware obscure or obtuse theology, that never 
comes out of the clouds. 

 
• The doctrine of the Trinity is a mystery. It doesn’t make sense in any 

logical way. That means that if you think you’ve got it settled, that you 
understand it and can explain it clearly, you’re missing something. 
Mystery is better expressed through beauty and story. What stories of 



“three” do you find meaningful? (Harry, Ron, Hermione) What beautiful 
threes can you see, describe, embody? 

 
• It can helpful to contrast dualities with trinity. God is not about “us and 

them,” but “three in one and one in three.” Anglican spirituality is based 
on the “three-legged stool” of scripture, tradition and reason. Benedictine 
spirituality is about stability, obedience and conversion. What trinities can 
you find in your personal life, in community, with God?  


