
Lay Preachers’ Bulletin – February 2019 
 
February’s lectionary notes have been provided by The Rev. Anna 
Greenwood-Lee. 
 
 
February 3, 2019 – Epiphany 6  
1 Corinthians 13:1-13  
 
This is a very famous passage. We often read it at weddings. But of course, 
it was not written for this purpose. What if we thought about this passage 
not in reference to those, we find easy to love but those we find very difficult 
to love?  
• Which part of this reading is the most difficult for you?  
• Is it the patient part?  
• The kind part, the not envious or boastful or rude part?  
• How can we better live into Paul’s counsel?  
• If God is love what does this passage tell us about God?  

 
Think of someone you know who for you exemplifies this passage. I think of 
Ted who, in his 70s decided that he was going to stop giving unsolicited 
advice to his children and grandchildren. He was just going to love the and 
only give advice if and when he was asked for it. This prevented him from 
being frustrated that they didn’t listen to his advice   
and transformed his relationships.  
• How do our ideas about love change over our lives?  Paul leads us to 

think about how we see and understand things differently when we 
mature.  

• How is love greater than faith and hope? 
 
 
 
 
 



February 10, 2019 – Epiphany 5  
Luke 5:1-11  
 
How were you called by Jesus?  
 
Notice how Simon is reluctant to follow Jesus’ instruction to put out his nets 
again. He has fished all night and caught nothing. He is too tired to try again. 
But Jesus persuades him and of course there are plenty of fish.  
• When have you been asked by Jesus or your neighbour to try ‘one more 

time’ and you have resisted?  
• Being too tired or beaten down to want to try again?  

 
Notice how Peter’s reaction to the abundance of fish is to entreat Jesus to 
‘go away from him for he is a sinful man.’ Often, we feel unworthy to be 
followers of Jesus, but Jesus calls us anyway.  
 
“Then Jesus said to Peter, do not be afraid” We are not too long after the 
Christmas season when Zechariah, Mary and Joseph were all told by 
angels, do not be afraid.  There are also many instances in the Hebrew 
Scriptures / Old Testament of angels telling people not to be afraid. God 
knows our fear and calls us to overcome it.  
• The disciples leave everything to follow Jesus. What does this tell us 

about the costs of discipleship? 
 
 
February 17, 2019 – Epiphany 6  
Luke 6:17-26 
  
The sermon on the plain is not as popular as the sermon on the mount. We 
prefer the blesseds without the woes!  
• What does this say about us?   

 
There are two different kinds of sermons that could be preached of this text. 
You could just preach the blesseds and comfort people or you could just 



preach the woes and warn people.  How do we preach both?  
• The woes are addressed to those who are rich, full, laughing, and well-

thought of. All the things we all wish for. Jesus seems to be warning us 
that all these things, should we have them, are temporary. Are we 
prepared to hear this?   

• Why is everything upside down in the Kingdom.  
• Why does Jesus, in his sayings and in his parables always turn things 

on their head?  
• When have you been blessed after sorrow or vice versa?  

 
This passage reminds us of the stages and seasons of life.  This passage 
is in many ways prophetic. People both spoke well of Jesus and shouted, 
‘crucify him, crucify him.’   
• How do we ground our identity not in what people say about us but in 

God’s grace and our identity as children of God? 
 
 
February 24, 2019 – Epiphany 7  
Luke 6:27-38  
 
This passage is of course a continuation of the sermon on the plain. Last 
Sunday with the blesseds and the woes Jesus warned us that life isn't 
straightforward or predictable.  This week he gives us concrete instructions 
of how to live despite the challenges. In short, we are to live exceedingly 
generous and loving lives.  
• What does this mean for us today?  
• Most of us have two coats or perhaps even 10 coats. Are we to take 

this passage literally?  
• What do we have an abundance of that God might be calling us to give 

away?  
 

All of us fall short in the face of these words of Christ.  
• Which particular part of it is calling to you today?  
• If you can’t take all of this on what one thing could you do?  



• Who are your/our enemies today?   
• How is God calling us to love them?  
• We don’t’ like to talk about money but in this passage, Jesus very 

clearly tells us to lend money expecting nothing in return. Can we 
do this?   

 
Notice how God says that God is ‘kind to the ungrateful and the wicked’ this 
parallels Matthew 5:45.  
• Are we prepared to accept this?  
• What does it mean that it is not guaranteed that the ungrateful and the 

wicked also receive God’s goodness and mercy?  
 
Do not judge – does this mean we don’t judge at all, not even quietly, or is it 
enough not to pass judgement, not to give voice to our judgements.  
• What is Jesus teaching us here about grace and humility? 


