
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 3rd, 2021 
Nineteenth Sunday  

after Pentecost 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
Church of St. John the Divine 
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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of 
this community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive 
and serving community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long 
history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and 
opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) 
are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical 
distance for any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, via live stream and is accessible on Zoom. Please 
check our website on how to book to attend or receive the Zoom link:   
https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or contact admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    
Sunday Evensong will continue livestreamed weekly on the church website and Facebook pages, as 
well as in-person attendance.  
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9am-12 Noon. We are checking phone messages 
and answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive 
prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their 
prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. 
Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil 
Music:  The MacRae Choral Scholars, 
David Stratkauskas, Director of Music, Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar 
Videographers: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any 
language about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God 
as male, or in terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not 
to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about 
the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of 
the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.  

 

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 

Please stand at the entrance of the clergy.  
The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Music: Margaret Woodley (2019) 

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated. 

Psalm   ` Psalm 126 

1  When the Lord turned again the captivity of Sion * 
 then were we like unto them that dream. 
2  Then was our mouth filled with laughter * 
 and our tongue with joy. 
3  Then said they among the heathen * 
 The Lord hath done great things for them. 
4  Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us already * 
 whereof we rejoice. 
5  Turn our captivity, O Lord * 
 as the rivers in the south. 
6  They that sow in tears * 
 shall reap in joy. 
7  He that now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth forth good seed * 
 shall doubtless come again with joy, and bring his sheaves with him. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Text: Joshua 3:7-end 

The LORD said to Joshua, ‘This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, 
so that they may know that I will be with you as I was with Moses. You are the 
one who shall command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, “When you 
come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the 
Jordan.”’ Joshua then said to the Israelites, ‘Draw near and hear the words of 
the LORD your God.’ Joshua said, ‘By this you shall know that among you is the 
living God who without fail will drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites: the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord of all the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan. So now select 
twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. When the soles of the 
feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, rest in 
the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from above shall be cut 
off; they shall stand in a single heap.’ 

When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the people. Now the Jordan 
overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So when those who bore 
the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were 
dipped in the edge of the water, the waters flowing from above stood still, rising 
up in a single heap far off at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, while those 
flowing towards the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then 
the people crossed over opposite Jericho. While all Israel were crossing over on 
dry ground, the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood on dry 
ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing over 
the Jordan. 

Please stand. 
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Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Evening Service in C, Charles Stanford (1852-1924) 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath 
magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled 
the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
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Second Lesson   Text: Matthew 10:1-22 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every 
sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as 
Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother 
John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the 
one who betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among 
the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom 
of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast 
out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. Take no 
gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or 
sandals, or a staff; for labourers deserve their food. Whatever town or village 
you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you 
enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; 
but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome 
you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that 
house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
and Gomorrah on the day of judgement than for that town. 

‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 
councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the 
Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or 
what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for 
it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through 
you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will 
rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all 
because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

Please stand. 
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Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Stanford 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all 
people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people 
Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He 
descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of 
sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 

 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us 
not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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First Collect, of the day: The Episcopal Church 
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we to 
pray, and art wont to give more than either we desire or deserve: Pour down 
upon us the abundance of thy mercy, forgiving us those things whereof our 
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to 
ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord; who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Second Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we 
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 

us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Anthem    Music Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

Laß dich nur nichts nicht  
   dauren mit Trauren, 
sei stille, wie Gott es fügt, 
so sei vergnügt mein Wille! 

Was willst du heute  
   sorgen auf morgen? 
Der Eine steht allem für, 
der gibt auch dir das Deine. 

Sei nur in allem Handel  
   ohn Wandel, 
steh feste, was Gott beschleußt, 
das ist und heißt das Beste. 

Amen. 

Do not be sorrowful  
   or regretful; 
Be calm, as God has ordained, 
and thus my will shall be content. 

What shall you worry about  
from day to day? 
There is One who stands above all 
who gives you, too, what is yours. 

Only be steadfast  
   in all you do, 
stand firm; what God has decided, 
that is and must be the best. 

Amen 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 
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Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn. 

Hymn (CP 345)   Text: George Herbert (1593-1633)  Music: Joseph David Jones (1827-1870) 

King of glory, King of peace,  
  I will love thee;  
and that love may never cease,  
  I will move thee.  
Thou hast granted my request,  
  thou hast heard me;  
thou didst note my working breast,  
  thou hast spared me. 

Wherefore with my utmost art  
 I will sing thee,  
and the cream of all my heart  
 I will bring thee.  
Though my sins against me cried,  
 thou didst clear me;  
and alone, when they replied,  
 thou didst hear me. 

Seven whole days, not one in seven,  
 I will praise thee;  
in my heart, though not in heaven,  
 I can raise thee.  
Small it is, in this poor sort  
 to enrol thee:  
even eternity’s too short  
 to extol thee. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon 

Please stand to sing the hymn. 

Final Hymn (CP 355) Text: Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); tr. Wm. H. Draper (1855-1933), alt.. 

 Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN. From Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1623,  
 arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). 

1.  All creatures of our God and King,  
lift up your voices, let us sing:  
  alleluia, alleluia!  
Bright burning sun and golden beams,  
pale silver moon that gently gleams,  
  alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
  alleluia, alleluia! 
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2.  Great rushing winds and breezes soft,  
you clouds that ride the heavens aloft,  
  O sing now, alleluia! 
Fair rising morn, with praise rejoice,  
stars nightly shining, find a voice:  

3.  Swift flowing water, pure and clear,  
make music for your Lord to hear,  
  alleluia, alleluia!  
Fire, so intense and fiercely bright, 
you give to us both warmth and light: 

4.  Earth ever fertile, day by day  
unfold your blessings on our way, 
  O sing now, alleluia!  
All flowers and fruits that in you grow,  
God's glory let them also show:  

5.  All you with mercy in your heart, 
forgiving others, take your part, 
  alleluia, alleluia! 
All you that pain and sorrow bear, 
praise God, and cast on God your care: 

6.  And even you, most gentle death, 
waiting to hush our final breath, 
  O sing now, alleluia! 
You lead back home the child of God, 
for Christ our Lord that way has trod: 

7.  Let all things their creator bless, 
and worship God in humbleness, 
  alleluia, Alleluia! 
Praise God the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, Three-in-One: 

 

The Blessing or Grace  

Organ Voluntary  
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The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine  

(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada) 
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