
 
 

October 3, 2021      ~      John 6:1-15  
 

OPEN 

 
I wonder from what kind of experience you are coming this past week?  This 
past Thursday our country observed the first National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation.  The day before I listened to the Honorable Justice Murray 
Sinclair, chair of Truth and Reconciliation Commission, interviewed on CBC 
radio program, Unreserved – September 28, 2021.  Of course, he reflected 
shared candidly about the progress of reconciliation with the indigenous 
community.  Sinclair suggested there are four questions that every child 
needs to be able to answer… 
 
Where do I come from?   Where am I going?   What’s my purpose?   Who am I? 

 
If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, what is your purpose?  In a word it is 
communion – a life of intimate communication and fellowship with Jesus.  
God has designed for believers to walk in dependence upon Him in all things 
and at all times.  Thus, prayer has immense importance to believers. 
 
“The primary purpose of prayer is to bring us into such a life of communion 
with the Father that, by the power of the Spirit, we are increasingly conformed 
to the image of the Son.”  (Prayer: Finding The Heart’s True Home, Richard 
J. Foster, Harper One, 1992, 57) 
 
Now perhaps our Bible passage for today doesn’t seem like a text that 
teaches us to pray.  However, let’s consider the story of the feeding of the five 
thousand.  This is the only miracle noted in all four Gospels.  But we will look 
at the account found in John 6:1-15.  As we explore five considerations about 
a life transformed to dependence upon God, we will also have time to practice 
some prayer together. 
 

DIG 

 
[1]  These Things – vv. 1-4 
 
What John the disciple wrote in verse 1 is “After these things…”  What things? 

 Matthew 14:12-13 identifies that John the Baptist just been beheaded.  When 
Jesus heard that His cousin had been killed, He sought to be far from the 
crowd, so He went to the other side of the Sea of Galilea (v.1).    
 
However, the people followed Him.  They were attracted by His miracles He 
performed (v.2).  If we are going to understand our God given purpose we 
must not fall prey to the problem of the crowd!  As Richard Foster would say, it 
is “loving the blessing more than the Blesser.” (The Celebration of Discipline, 
Harper & Row, 1988, 55) 
 
So, Jesus went up on the mountain and sat with His disciples in preparation to 
preach (v.3).  But why would John mention the Passover (v.4)?  It is quite 
likely that these folks were on pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the feast.  Not only 
would they be in need physically.  Jesus had compassion on them., Jesus 
would be burdened for them to come to see Him as the Bread of Life.   
 
What are you dealing with today?  Sorrow?  Confusion and complexity?  
Demands?  It is in such times that we must meet with God in 
prayer…personally…meaningfully…continually. 
 

Take some time for individual prayer 
For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him.  He only is my 

rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.  Trust in Him at all times, 

you people; pour out your hearts before Him; God is a refuge for us. 

Psalm 62:5-6,8 

 

[2]  Glorious Impossible – vv. 5-6 
 
Jesus saw the crowd coming to Him which stirred His compassion (Mtt 14:14) 
because they were without a shepherd (Mk 6:34). Tension in the story 
mounted.  Jesus challenged Philip: where might they buy bread for the crowd?  
But Philip stated that even 200 denari (eight months wages) was insufficient. 
 
Philip could only see the limitations – and indeed, they loomed large!  Yet, 
Jesus knew exactly what He was going to do (v.6).  Are you prepared to see 
the impossible as glorious?  Are you ready to accept that God puts in front of 
us – not only Gideon, Moses, and the like – the glorious impossible?  The 
greatest impossibility is death itself which has been “swallowed up in victory” 
(Is 25:8; I Cor 15:54). 
 
[3]  If Only – vv. 8-9 
 
Have you ever felt:  “we could do a great work for God…if only.”  Andrew 
brought a young lad to Jesus who had five loaves and two fish (v.8).  Yet he 
despaired – ““what are these for so many people?” (v. 9)  In this prayer time, 
please NAME the impossibility, and ask for God’s miraculous intervention.   

 
Take some time for small group prayer 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-105-unreserved?cmp=DM_SEM_Listen_Titles


Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

 
[4]  Be Amazed – vv. 10-13 
 
Another part of our purpose is astonishment at the mighty ways in which God 
works.  In the story Jesus commanded the disciples direct the people to sit 
down – about 5000 men (v.10).  Jesus simply prayed a blessing and the food 
miraculously multiplied (v.11)! 
 
And then…there were baskets of leftovers…one for each disciple (vv.12-13)!  
What a reminder of God's power!  Jesus wanted Philip, and all the disciples, to 
move past the tendency to fixate upon human resources.  When we 
understand our purpose of dependence upon God, the question ceases to be 
“what can we accomplish with our resources” but is “where is God at work”.  
 
[5]  Next Steps – vv. 14-15 
 
We should take a lesson from the crowd’s reaction.  Jesus knew their intention 
was to institutionalize the miraculous, rather than follow Him and participate in 
His mission.  The founder of my Bible College, L. E. Maxwell, was known to 
use this quotation:  “Hats off to the past, coats off to the future.” 
 
When we walk in the purpose for which God created us, we go beyond “what 
has God done?” to discern what He God is and will accomplish.  It is not about 
bringing our plans for God's blessing.  It is the discovery of God's purposes 
and putting ourselves at His disposal. 
 

Take some time for large group prayer 
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 

think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

REFLECT 

 
What is your purpose as a follower of Jesus?  This is a great month to get 
deeper in dependence upon God.  It is a great month to live your divinely given 
purpose – to trust God in prayer – to know Him more intimately – and to see 
answers!  This is something we are to seek together – see Romans 15:5-6.  
So…please plan to be part of these prayer opportunities: 
 
 

Prayer Connect – Tonight, 7 pm, at Millers 
 

Cornerstone Day of Prayer – October 7 
 

Pray & Walk – October 18-23   and   Prayer Night – October 24 
 

 
 

The Value of Prayer 
 
 

1. Prayer permits God's work in us  -  Romans 8:26 
 
2. Prayer plumbs God's power  -  Ephesians 3:20 
 
3. Prayer reckons with the essence of faith  -  Hebrews 11:6 
 
4. Prayer releases to God our fears  -  Philippians 4:6 
 
5. Prayer seeks God's will to be done  -  John 15:7,16 
 
6. Prayer petitions God's provision  -  Matthew  7:7 
 
7. Prayer prioritizes the purposes of God  -  Psalm 46:10 
 
8. Prayer unites us with the cry of other believers - Matthew 18:19-20 
 
9. Prayer enables us to persevere - Luke 18:1-8 
 
10. Prayer seeks power to do greater works -  John 14:12-13 
 
11. Prayer deepens our friendship with God  -  Psalm 16:11 
 
12. Prayer Starts with God  -  Romans 8:26-27 
 
13. Prayer celebrates God  -  Psalm 34:1-3 
 
14. Prayer pleases God  -  Exodus 17:9-11 
 
15. Prayer is the means by which we approach God's throne  -  Heb 4:16 

https://www.cornerstoneneighbourhood.com/events/prayer-connect--186/2021-10-03
https://www.cornerstoneneighbourhood.com/events/day-of-prayer
https://prayridgemeadows.com/

