
Worship Outline October 3, 2021 

World Communion Sunday 

 

Welcome and Land Acknowledgement  
 
Introit:   “Come, Let Us Worship”  (J. Strathdee) 
 
Gathering and Opening Prayer:  
Gathered here online, connected through time and place, 
we come together with Christians around the world on this day  
to celebrate World Communion Sunday. 
We come to be immersed  
in the Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love. 
Come!  From living rooms, from offices,  
from bedrooms, from backyard decks--  
come from wherever you are as we commune over the distance.   
We come, despite missing one another so deeply,  
missing the conversation, the hugs and handshakes,  
the small talk, and the deeper sharing— 
yet knowing we are part of the Spirited whole. 
Come as we turn our attention to God’s eternal presence,  
and we pray:  
Loving God, who is Holy Mystery,  
beyond complete knowledge and above perfect description,  
in love may you embrace us within life-giving relationship.  
Tend us as you mend us.  Enlighten us as you transform us.  
May we become the harmony of the beloved  
who sing of your good news.  
Open our hearts to the diversity of hearts  
devoted to your way of love worldwide.  Amen.  
 
Hymn:   VU 218  “We Praise You, O God”  
 
Theme Time  
 
Scripture:  Psalm 26  Prove me, try me, test my heart  
  Mark 10:13-16  Jesus blesses children 
 
Reflection 
 
Hymn:   VU 605  “Jesus, Teacher Brave and Bold”  
 
Prayers of Confession and the Disciple’s Prayer  
Offering 
 
Passing of the Peace  
 



Hymn:   VU 468  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 
Communion 
 
Invitation:  
This is World Communion Sunday, a time to be reminded that in this ritual we connect not 
only with God, not only with one another, but with all people of faith throughout the world. 
No matter where we gather at table to celebrate communion, it is never our table.  It is 
Christ’s table, and all are welcome to share in this meal.  
God is with you.  
And also with you.  
Open up your hearts.  
We open our hearts in prayer.  
Let us give thanks to God.  
It is good to give our thanks and praise.  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, gracious God, 
Creator of light, Giver of all life, Source of love. 
God, who nourishes us for the journey: 
it is strengthening to know that, 
as we gather at your table today, 
your people throughout the world 
are offering praise and thanksgiving 
as bread and wine are shared. 
We know that many are excluded. 
May their absence serve to remind us 
of the divisions this Eucharist seeks to heal. 
May the mystery of your presence, experienced in our worship, help transform us into the Body 
of Christ.  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, 
we praise you for your love revealed to us in Jesus, who walks with us, our Wisdom and our 
Way, sharing our joy and sorrow, 
healing the sick, 
feeding the hungry, 
and setting the captive free.  
So it is that we join the voices of all creation to proclaim your goodness:  
(MV #203) 
O holy, holy, holy God, 
O God of time and space. 
All earth and sea and sky above bear witness to your grace.  Hosanna in the highest heav’n, 
creation sings your praise. 
And blessed is the One who comes and bears your name always.  
On the night before he died, 
Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to those who sat with 
him, saying: “Take, eat.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  
In the same way he took the cup, 
saying:  “This is the cup of a new covenant.  Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of 
me.”  
 
 



Eternal God, we unite in this covenant of faith, 
as we break bread and share the cup, 
giving thanks for your love.  We spread your table with these gifts of the earth and of our 
labour.  
We present to you our very lives, committed to your service 
on behalf of all people.  
And alongside the people of the church 
throughout the ages, we proclaim the great mystery of faith:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts.  Make us one with Christ in self-giving, 
that through us: 
the broken-hearted will be bandaged up, the mourners will be comforted, 
unseeing eyes will be opened, and liberty will be proclaimed to all those held captive, until 
justice rolls like water, and virtue like an overflowing stream.  Help us to love as Jesus loved.   
Knowing our own weakness, may we stand with all who stumble.  Sharing in Christ’s suffering, 
may we remember all who suffer. 
Held in your love, may we embrace all whom the world denies. 
Rejoicing in divine mercy, may we forgive all who do wrong to us.  
In this hope, and as your people, 
We praise you, eternal God, 
through Christ your Word made flesh, and in the power of your life-giving Spirit, now and 
forever.  
Sharing the Bread and Cup  
The gifts of God for the people of God: The bread of life, and the cup of blessing.  
Amen.  Thanks be to God.  
Prayer after Communion  
Eternal and gracious God, though we live in a world of need,  
Here we have tasted your goodness and hungered for a world more just.  
Though we are troubled by fear, doubt, and pain,  
Here we have remembered that we are not alone.  
Though we are a people touched by brokenness, division, and isolation,  
here we have become as one body, a community of faith.  
Send us forth from this table, O God, ready to greet Jesus in every person we meet.  Amen.  
 
Benediction  
Having been united with Christians across the globe in this holy meal, may we continue to 
remember we are all made one body in Jesus Christ.  As we go forth, may this foretaste of God’s 
grace assist us in breaking down divisions of prejudice, across borders and closer to home.   
Amen. 
Sung Response:  VU 967  “Amen” 
 
(Gathering and Opening Prayer from Gathering, written by Gord Dunbar, Kincardine PC, 
Kincardine Ont. with portions from A Song of Faith: A statement of Faith of the United Church of 
Canada/L’Eglise Unie du Canada, 2006.  Used with permission.  Communion Liturgy written by 
Murray Speer.  Benediction from Gathering, written by Taylor Croissant, Southminster UC, 
Lethbridge, AB.) 
 
 


