
The Spirit Filled Life 
Week #3 
The Gifts of the Spirit 
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There 
are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of 
working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.  

• Paul’s use of the repeated word “different” is to emphasize the diversity of 
Spirit anointed activity rather than on a singular focus on tongues. 

 
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 
good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another 
a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous 
powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 
 
Gifts (Spirit) 
Service (Lord or Jesus) 
Working (God or Father) 
 
Manifestations (For the common good) 
 

• Message of Wisdom 
o A message or utterance full of wisdom or characterized by wisdom. 
o Not an understanding of the “deeper” things of God or “mysteries” of 

God. 
§ Gnostic thought. 

o What to do with the knowledge and understanding you have.  
 

• Message of Knowledge (Word of knowledge) 
o A Spirit inspired utterance involving some type of revelation. 

 
• Faith 

o A supernatural gift of faith to “move mountains.” 
o A supernatural conviction that God will reveal His power or mercy in 

a special way for a specific situation. 
 

• Gifts of Healing 
o A supernatural healing of the physical body. 



o The implication is the gift is given to the one praying for healing. 
o The language also insinuates that the gift is temporary so that the 

person praying is dependent on the Holy Spirit each time there is 
prayer. 
 

• Miraculous Power 
o This manifestation likely covers all of the other supernatural activities 

of the Spirit beyond the healing of the sick. 
 

• Prophecy 
o God speaking to His people under the anointing of the Spirit. 

(Through a person) 
o Spontaneous, Spirit inspired, intelligible messages, orally delivered 

in the gathered assembly, intended for the edification and 
encouragement of people. 

o The NT prophetic was never believed to be on the same level as 
scripture. 

§ Each prophecy was to be weighed or tested. 
o This gift is potentially available to all. 

§ I honestly believe that many people function in this gift and do 
not realize what is happening. 

 
• Distinguishing of Spirits 

o The supernatural ability to determine if a prophecy is actually from 
God. 

o The supernatural ability to determine if something originates from the 
Spirit of God, from the flesh or from demonic activity. 

§ Self 
§ Satan 
§ Spirit 

 
• Speaking in Tongues 

o The supernatural ability to pray to God or praise God in a human or 
angelic language not learned by the speaker. 

§ Acts 2:11 - 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans 
and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in 
our own tongues!” 

§ 1 Corinthians 14:2 - For anyone who speaks in a tongue does 
not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands 
them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 
 

o This is the Holy Spirit praying through and partnering with our spirit. 
§ Tongues edifies, or builds up the speaker. 



• Jude 1:20 - But you, dear friends, by building yourselves 
up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 
keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 

o Private use 
o Public use 

§ Must be interpreted so it can edify the body of Christ. 
 

• Interpretation of Tongues 
o The supernatural ability to “put into words” what the person prayed 

or said when they spoke in tongues. 
o Since speaking in tongues is defined by both Luke and Paul as 

speech directed to God, the “putting into words” should also be 
directed towards God. 

o Tongues + Interpretation does not = Prophecy. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:27-30 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God 
has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds 
of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:1-5 
Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially 
prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to 
God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But 
the one who prophesies speaks to people for their 
strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a 
tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I 
would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you 
prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in 
tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:22 
Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; 
prophecy, however, is not for unbelievers but for believers. 
 

• The Day of Pentecost 
 
 
 



Romans 12:3-8 
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of 
us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with 
your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to 
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is 
to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
 
Gifts: 

• Prophecy 
o God speaking to His people under the anointing of the Spirit. 
o Spontaneous, Spirit inspired, intelligible messages, orally delivered 

in the gathered assembly, intended for the edification and 
encouragement of people. 

o The NT prophetic was never believed to be on the same level as 
scripture. 

§ Each prophecy was to be weighed or tested. 
o This gift is potentially available to all. 

§ I honestly believe that many people function in this gift and do 
not realize what is happening. 

• Serving 
o The anointing of the Spirit to do practical things in order to serve 

others. 
• Teaching 

o The anointing of the Spirit to verbally instruct people in the truth of 
scripture. 

• Encouragement 
o The anointing of the Spirit to admonish, exhort, to urge one to 

pursue some course of conduct. (Vines) 
• Giving 

o The anointing of the Spirit to share your resources with others. 
o With simplicity or free from ulterior motives. 

• Leading 
o The anointing of the Spirit to stand before others and lead. 
o Has strong implications of servanthood. 

 
 
 



• Mercy 
o Ministry to others that gives the receiver something that they don’t 

necessarily deserve. 
o To be done with cheerfulness. 

 
What if? 

• We receive the Holy Spirit and the Spirit releases gifts to us situationally.  
• When there is a need for hospitality, I say yes to the ministry of the Holy 

Spirit and He flows through me to be a blessing to others. 
• When there is a need for healing, I say yes to the anointing of the Spirit 

and pray for the sick. 
• When there is a need for encouragement I choose to speak a scripture or 

give an encouraging word to the person in need. 
• What if we have access to all of the giftings that the Spirit has because the 

Holy Spirit of God lives in us? 
 
1 Corinthians 14:1-5 
Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.  
 

• Desire – To desire zealously. 
• The motivation is to build up the body of Christ. 

o Not so we can look gifted or feel good about ourselves. 
 
Prayer & Ministry 

• Ask 
• Anoint 

 
 


