
 

 

First United Church 

 
 

Worldwide Communion Sunday, October 3, 2021  10:30 a.m. 
 

Purpose:  Building Relationships, 
Living God’s Transforming Love. 

 
Gathering 

 
Prelude:       Piano settings for communion     John Carter 
 

Welcome and Lighting of the Candles  
 
Introit                “There is Room For All”                                                MV 62 
             
 

• Call to Worship    
 

 

• Hymn               “One Bread, One Body”                                         VU 467 
 
 

• Prayer of Approach (Let us seek to use our eyes during this prayer to bless and affirm one another) 
 

Loving God, Holy Mystery, your circle is wide and includes a wonderfully diverse array of human beings 

beautifully created in your image.  (Look around at those present with you and offer blessing). 

Let us acknowledge the glorious chorus of sound we make in the various languages we can speak. 

Let us value the various gifts and abilities with which we are blessed that your world might be encircled 

in creativity.  (Look around at those present with you and offer signs of affirmation). 

You have made all creation “good” and considered humankind as “very good”.   

Let us seek to be committed to being a welcoming people, an inclusive and accepting congregation. 

Grant us the faith that has the potential to transform our world as we gather at Christ’s table today. 

(Put the palms together and nod or bow to others around us in the manner of Hindi people who share 

the greeting “Namaste” with one another)    Amen 

 

All Ages Time:     “Ujama” 

 

Scripture Lessons:    Galatians 3:23-29;  Romans 10:11-17  (Heather Galt, Madeline Galt) 
Herein is wisdom. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Ministry of Music:  “Long Ago and Far Away”    Pat Mayberry 

(Choir) 
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Sermon:  “Who We Are” 
                                      
Time of Offering –  
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Living God, may our gifts offered in hope and love, enable our congregation to continue to be  
a people of faith engaged in helping transformation happen:  sharing power with the powerless, 
creating space and place and hearts of acceptance for the wondrous diversity of human being, 
deepening communion with one another and building true community in the world around us. 
May the wide-open compassionate heart of Jesus, be made manifest through our hearts.  We 
dedicate our gifts in his name.  Amen. 
 
 
The Sacrament of Communion 
 
Invitation 
 
Communion Hymn:   “Who Is My Mother?”                                                                 MV 178 
 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 
The Holy One is here.              God’s Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.                   We lift them up to our God. 
Let us give thanks to God.       It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed good and right to give you thanks and praise, O God of many names. 
You made a covenant with Noah and caused nations, in their amazing diversity,  
to spread over the face of the earth. 
 
As of old you led your people out of a land of enslavement to a land of promise, 
so, too, you lead our ancestors, and some among us, into new lands of possibility 
-- there to find you anew. 
There are peoples in every land, who are descended from the first peoples in those lands, 
who are part of your worldwide family.  They have not always been treated justly and fairly  
by those who came later to those lands and we seek, in your love, to live together  
more respectfully and harmoniously. 
 
In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus, in every aspect human as we are.  He grew up in Galilee, 
far from the seat of religious and civil power.  He spoke with his own distinct accent.  He learned  
the breadth of your grace from a Gentile mother.  Beside Jacob’s well, he was moved by an encounter 
with a minority woman and disclosed his identity as the Messiah of peace. 
 
Therefore, with these and other ancestors of our faith, both named and unnamed, who through 
the ages and all over the world have borne courageous witness to the hope within them, we 
praise you, saying: 
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(Chorus: MV203) 
 
O holy, holy, holy God, O god of time and space. 
All earth and sea and sky above 
bear witness to your grace. 
Hosanna in the highest heav’n 
creation sings your praise. 
And blessed is the One who comes 
and bears your name always. 
 
On the last night Jesus spent with his friends, he took an age-old tradition of his people  
and transformed it into something new.  He took bread, staple food of his land, blessed  
and broke it, and gave it to those around him, saying, ‘Take, eat, this is my body, broken for you. 
Whenever you do this, remember me’.  After supper, he took a cup of wine, common drink 
of his people, and passed it among them, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you, this is the new covenant  
in my blood.  Each time you do this, remember me’, 
 
By remembering Jesus in this way now, we claim our common heritage as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Send, O covenant God, your Holy Spirit upon us and what we do here, that we and these gifts, 
empowered by your Spirit, may become signs of shalom to one another and to all the peoples 
of the earth.  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of that Holy Spirit,  
all glory is yours everywhere, for ever and ever, until your realm of wholeness of life  
and fullness of life for all and for all creation finds lasting realization.  We pray for that realm now  
in the words Jesus taught us, saying…. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kin(g)dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kin(g)dom, the power and the glory, 

            forever and ever.  Amen 
 
Fraction and Distribution 
                                                         
Prayer After Communion 
 
Loving God, you invite us, welcome us, feed us, and we are blessed. 
Because we have been at your table, let us go out to invite, welcome, bless 
and share hope and faith in life with others.   Amen. 
 

• Hymn        “In Christ There Is No East or West”                                                       VU 606 
  

• Commissioning and Blessing 

  
Postlude Trumpet Tune on “Gather Us In”     Mark Himmelman 
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