
Welcome to Holy Hermits 
Online Worship

18th Sunday after Pentecost

Week 26 in Ordinary Time

4th Sunday in the Season of Creation
Holy Hermits Sergius of Radonezh and Jerome of Stridon

https://holyhermits.com.au/events/holy-hermit-sergius-of-radonezh/2021-09-25
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The Greeting

We gather in the name of God, Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sustainer of the Earth and all its creatures! 

Praise be to the Holy Trinity! 

God is sound and life, Creator of the Universe, 
Source of all life, whom the angels sing; 
wondrous Light of all mysteries known 

or unknown to humankind, and life that lives in all.
(Hildegard of Bingen, 13th Century)



Come, for all are invited.
Come, praise and worship the one who accepts us all.

Come, for all are welcome, all are valued, all are called.

All: Inclusive God, we gather together.
Welcoming God, we come to you.

Valuing God, we see our worth in you.
Challenging God, open our ears to your words,

open our minds to explore our ways,
open our hearts to receive all that you offer.

Loving God, we come to you.
Amen.

Gathering Invitation and Prayer



Sentence

LA: Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how 
can it be seasoned? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 

peace with one another. 

Mark 9.50



All: 
Lord God, you call us to live our best lives
- for you, with you, in you.
We may sometimes pause to smell the coffee or 
the roses, but we are often too busy to take 
time to be aware of you - that you are with us, 

in us, and in those around us.
Quieten our hearts now to recognise you in this 
place today.
Help us to reach out to one another with love,
care and compassion, so that we can all live our 
best life for you.
Amen.

Centering Prayer



Prayer of Adoration

God of eternity, you are at the very heart of our lives:
we adore you.

God of miracles, you add flavour to our world.
You are the salt that seasons us,

you preserve all that is good and make us whole:
we worship you.

God of humanity, you look on us with love
and we cannot help but love you back:

we bless you, Lord.
Amen.



Hymn- O God, Your creatures fill the earth

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExnYFRPdglk

Curated by Fleur

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExnYFRPdglk


For the times we don’t live our best lives,
or even recognise what that might be:
We are sorry, Lord, please forgive us.

For the times we have the sulks because we think our noses are out of
joint, and we are too blinkered to see you in others:
We are sorry, Lord, please forgive us.

Sometimes we just don’t understand your word;
when we haven’t the patience to work out what it really means:
We are sorry, Lord, please forgive us.

Preparing for Confession



For the times when we try and water down your Gospel
because we don’t like what it is saying to us:
We are sorry, Lord, please forgive us.

Sometimes we judge others harshly, and try to stop them
because we don’t agree with what they are doing
– even though it may be for good:
We are sorry, Lord, please forgive us.
Amen.



Let us confess our sin against God and God’s creation.

Introduction to Confession



All: Holy and merciful God, we confess that we have 
failed to honour you by rightly claiming our kinship with all 
your creatures.
We have walked heavily on your earth, overused and 
wasted its resources, taken for granted its beauty and 
abundance, and treated its inhabitants unjustly, holding 
future generations hostage to our greed.
Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin.
Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth 
as you desire and intend, with grateful and compassionate 
hearts,
through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through the grace 
of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life.

Amen.

The Absolution



Collect Prayer

O God,
your Son has taught us that those who give a cup of water in 
his name will not lose their reward:
open our eyes to see those who are in need,
and teach us to set no store by riches and earthly rewards,
so that, in surrendering ourselves to serve you in your 
children, we may labour for the treasure that endures;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Kids’ Time



The 1st Reading is from the book of Esther chapters 7 & 9 various verses
1 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2 On the second day, as they 
were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, ‘What is your petition, Queen Esther? It 
shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be 
fulfilled.’ 3 Then Queen Esther answered, ‘If I have won your favour, O king, and if it 
pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my 
people—that is my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to 
be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I 
would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.’ 
5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, ‘Who is he, and where is he, who has 
presumed to do this?’ 6 Esther said, ‘A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!’ Then Haman 
was terrified before the king and the queen. 9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in 
attendance on the king, said, ‘Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for 
Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.’ And the 
king said, ‘Hang him on that.’



Esther 7.1-6, 7.9-10; 9.20-22

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the 
anger of the king abated. 
20 Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the 
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21 enjoining them that they should keep 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year 
by year, 22 as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the 
month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into 
a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts 
of food to one another and presents to the poor.



Psalm 124
1 If the Lord had not been on our side,
now may Israel say:

if the Lord had not been on our side,
when our enemies rose against us,

2 Then they would have swallowed us alive:
when their anger was kindled against us.

3 Then the waters would have overwhelmed us,
and the torrent gone over us:

the raging waters would have gone clean over us.
4 But praised be the Lord:

who has not given us as a prey to their teeth.
5 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler:

the snare is broken, and we have gone free.
6 Our help is in the name of the Lord:

who has made heaven and earth.



The 2nd Reading comes from the letter of St James Chapter 5 various verses

James 5.12-20
For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

12 Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, 
but let your ‘Yes’ be yes and your ‘No’ be no, so that you may not fall under 
condemnation. 13 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They 
should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of 
the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the 
Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone 
who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another, 
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is 
powerful and effective. 17 Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it 
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he 
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 19 My brothers 
and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, 
20 you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 
sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.



All: Loving Lord God,
you care so much for each one of us.
You are there for us whenever we turn to you.
When we are truly sorry,
and intend to move forward, to live our best life,
you graciously forgive us all our sins.
We gratefully and humbly accept
your forgiveness and peace.
Amen.

Prayer before Gospel



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark
chapter 9 beginning at the 38th verse.

All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

38 John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ 39 But Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; for 
no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterwards to speak evil 
of me. 40 Whoever is not against us is for us. 41 For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup 
of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 42

‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 
thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45

And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than 
to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 



Mark 9.38-50

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the 
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48 where 
their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 49 ‘For everyone will be salted with 
fire. 50 Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.’



The Sermon



Hymn- All of us Belong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5raw23Dgv0

Curated by Fleur

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5raw23Dgv0


If we are in Christ, we are becoming a new creation. 
One Home, One Body.

We see God around us. We see God within us.
We give thanks to our Creator.

Let us show the caring nature you have instilled within us by greeting 
each other as a sign of God’s justice of peace,

love, forgiveness and grace. 
The peace of our Creator be with you in all things.

And also with you.

The Greeting of Peace



Prayer of Thanksgiving before Intercessions 
Imagine seeing your face in a mirror;

then, imagine God smiling at you.
Do the same for someone you find it hard to get on with.

Thank you, Lord, for all the people that are there for us.
All who help us – and others – to live the best life,
even in the hardest of times.
Thank you for all the good things in the world
that spur us on, day by day.
Thank you for the ties of your love
that bind us to each other, and to you.
Amen.
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Intercessions

Loving Father, following the meeting of the UN this week, talking about their 
response to climate change and vaccines for the poor, we pray that the words they 
say will turn into concrete actions and interventions for our world. 
We pray for the poorest who need the help of the richest. 
May those who lead and hold power see the humanity in others, 
feel the pain and strife of those who are desperate,
and act with integrity making meaningful promises they can keep.

May we see the shape of God in all of humanity.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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Gracious God, the energy crisis will be worrying many people. 
We want to pray for everyone who is anxious about their future. 
We pray for people who are struggling financially and concerned for their 
family. 
We also pray for those working hard to being relief to people in need. 
Give them the energy and resilience they need to keep being supportive and 
bearers of hope. 
We pray for our foodbanks, debt advisors and mental health services,
help us to give generously where we can.

May we see the imprint of the Holy Spirit in everyone we encounter.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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God of all, even with the crisis in Afghanistan leaving the news cycle we 
continue to pray for this country.
We pray for those who are fearful and for people who really don’t know 
what the future holds. Please help those who need to leave find ways out 
of Afghanistan and for those who have to stay please keep them safe.

May we see the outline of your grace even in the darkest places.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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O God of mercy and of peace,
We hold before you the peoples of Afghanistan, many of whom feel abandoned 
and betrayed.
Be living bread to those who are hungry each day.
Be healing and wholeness to those who have no access to health care amidst 
the ravages of pandemic.
Be their true home to all who have been displaced.
Be open arms of loving acceptance to those who fear because of their gender, 
ethnicity, religious or political views.
Be peace to those engaged in armed conflict and those who live within its 
shadow.
Turn our hearts and minds to your ways of just and gentle peace, open our 
eyes to see you in all acts of compassionate care, strengthen our hearts to 
step out in solidarity with your suffering people and hold us all in your 
unfailing love.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself of all but love in 
order to bring life in all its fullness. Amen.

(Service of Prayer and Lament for Afghanistan, St John’s Cathedral 22 August 2021)



30
Prayers from Roots on the Web

Heavenly Father, help us to learn how to live our lives in your service. 
Help us to live our best life for you. 
Help us to learn more about your values and see them in our own lives. 
Help us not to be stumbling blocks for others but signposts towards you. 
Help us to bring peace and light into others’ lives. 
As we go through this week help us see you at work in the people we meet.

May we see the pattern of your love in all we do. 
Lord, hear our prayer.
Amen.



Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer

• The Episcopal Church

• The Diocese of Wangaratta: †Clarence Bester; Clergy and People

• The Parish of Springfield: Charlie Lacey, Trevor Adams

• Symes Grove Residential Aged Care –Taigum

• State School Teachers



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us saying:

All: Holy One, our only Home, 

hallowed be your name. 

May your day dawn,

your will be done, 

here as in heaven.

Feed us today,

and forgive us as we forgive each other. 

Do not forsake us at the test,

but deliver us from evil. 

For the glory, the power, and the mercy are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.
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Devotions
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Creator of All,
We are grateful that from your communion of love
you created our planet to be a home for all.
By your Holy Wisdom you made the Earth
to bring forth a diversity of living beings
that filled the soil, water and air.

Each part of creation praises you in their being,
and cares for one another from our place in the web of life.
With the Psalmist, we sing your praise
that in your house “even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young.”

Season of Creation 2021 Prayer
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We remember that you call human beings to keep your garden
in ways that honor the dignity of each creature
and conserve their place in the abundance of life on Earth.

But we know that our will to power pushes the planet beyond her limits.
Our consumption is out of harmony and rhythm with Earth’s capacity to 
heal herself.
Habitats are left barren or lost. 
Species are lost and systems fail. 
Where reefs and burrows, mountaintops and ocean deeps
once teemed with life and relationships, wet and dry deserts lie empty, 
as if uncreated. 
Human families are displaced by insecurity and conflict, migrating in 
search of peace. 
Animals flee fires, deforestation and famine, wandering in search of 
a new place to find a home to lay their young and live. 
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In this Season of Creation, we pray that the breath of 
your creative Word 
would move our hearts, as in the waters of our birth and baptism.

Give us faith to follow Christ to our just place in the beloved 
community.

Enlighten us with the grace to respond to your covenant
and call to care for our common home.

In our tilling and keeping,
gladden our hearts to know that we participate with your Holy 
Spirit to renew the face of your Earth,
and safeguard a home for all.
In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all 
creation, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Holy Hermit Sergius’ Teachings
Sergius’ community at Holy Trinity served as a model for secluded ascetic life 
in organised communities outside towns and cities.

He was committed to poverty and to sincerity.

He led by example, giving help to all who sought it, establishing monastery 
schools and teaching farmers better methods of farming.

He combined detachment from the world with sacrificial service for the 
common good.

His last words to his followers:
“above all things have a fear of God, a clean soul and unfeigned love.”
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St Jerome Video: https://youtu.be/wmqf8XNB9us

Christ’s Mercy Prayer

O Lord, show Your mercy to me
and gladden my heart.
I am like the man on the way to Jericho
who was overtaken by robbers,
wounded and left for dead.
O Good Samaritan, come to my aid.
I am like the sheep that went astray.
O Good Shepherd, seek me out
and bring me home in accord with Your will.
Let me dwell in Your house all the days of my life
and praise You forever and ever with those who are there.

(By St Jerome)

https://youtu.be/wmqf8XNB9us


Caring Lord, thank you that we can pray for:
people who are hungry: (hands together) we pray for them;

people who have no home: (hands together) we pray for them;
people who are sad: (hands together) we pray for them.

Joyful Lord, thank you for things that make us cheerful:
our families and friends: (wave hands in the air) Halleluia!

our homes and all that we have: (wave hands in the air) Halleluia!
everything that makes us happy: (wave hands in the air) Halleluia!

Healing Lord, we ask you to comfort people:
who are sick in hospital: (draw a cross on your palm) Amen.

with hurting bodies: (draw a cross on your palm) Amen.
with hurting minds and feelings: (draw a cross on your palm) Amen.

Lord, hear all our prayers:
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

A Personal Prayer for each of us in the silence



Song- Enigma – Return to Innocence

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rk_sAHh9s08

Curated by Viki

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rk_sAHh9s08


Sending Prayer

All: Lord God,
bless us and keep us.
And may we be a blessing to others
in all we think and say and do.
Amen.



The Blessing 

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marvelled at the lilies of the field,

Who transforms chaos to order,
Lead us to transform our lives and the Church

To reflect God’s glory in creation;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon us and remain with us always.

Amen.



Notices

• Tithing Online accessible at holyhermits.com.au Give page.

• Open space meeting today postponed to 17th Oct.

• Pet blessing service next week! Invite your friends and 
family. Send pet pics into Rev'd Jamee to add to service.

• Contemplative Prayer with St Therese 6pm next Sun 3rd 
Oct.

• Thanks, Paul for covering! And Jeremy, Leonie, Margo and 
Kathy for your roles too!

https://holyhermits.com.au/give


Go in peace to love and 
serve God's creation.

In the name of Christ, 
Amen.

Dismissal.



Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web

“Since the Dawn of Creation" by Kathy Thompson (A HHO member)


