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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Lectionary 27 October 3, 2021 

 

Prelude  

Welcome 

You may stand. 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
Gathering Hymn All Are Welcome   

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we 
find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legisla-
tion in favor of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are 
fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the 
kingdom of God as a child does? 
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Greeting 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. Sovereign God , 

All: you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us 
for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, 
that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

You may be seated. 

Children’s Word 
Reading Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12  
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Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the one 
through whom God created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is also the one 
who experienced human suffering and death in order to blaze the path of salvation for 
us. 

Lector: A reading from Hebrews. 

Lector: Word of God, word of life.  All:   Thanks be to God. 

You may stand. 

Gospel Acclamation 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in 
many and various ways by the prophets, 
2but in these last days he has spoken to us 
by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom he also created the 
worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory 
and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 
and he sustains all things by his powerful 
word. When he had made purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 4having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 2:5Now God did not subject the coming 
world, about which we are speaking, to 
angels. 6But someone has testified 
somewhere,  
 “What are human beings that you are 
mindful of them, 
  or mortals, that you care for them? 
 7You have made them for a little while 
lower than the angels; 
  you have crowned them with glory and 
honor, 

  8subjecting all things under their feet.” 
Now in subjecting all things to them, God 
left nothing outside their control. As it is, 
we do not yet see everything in subjection 
to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a 
little while was made lower than the 
angels, now crowned with glory and honor 
because of the suffering of death, so that 
by the grace of God he might taste death 
for everyone. 
  10It was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the 
pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
12saying,  
 “I will proclaim your name to my 
brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you.” 



5 

 
Gospel  Mark 9:30-37  
Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising activity. 
These two stories demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are accepted and 
valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult men. 

2Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus 
they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to di-
vorce his wife?” 3He answered them, 
“What did Moses command you?” 4They 
said, “Moses allowed a man to write a cer-
tificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 
5But Jesus said to them, “Because of your 
hardness of heart he wrote this command-
ment for you. 6But from the beginning of 
creation, ‘God made them male and fe-
male.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ 
So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
9Therefore what God has joined together, 
let no one separate.” 
  10Then in the house the disciples asked 
him again about this matter. 11He said to 
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and 
marries another commits adultery against 
her; 12and if she divorces her husband and 

marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 
  13People were bringing little children to 
him in order that he might touch them; and 
the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But 
when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and 
said to them, “Let the little children come 
to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it.” 16And he took them up in 
his arms, laid his hands on them, and 
blessed them. 
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Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark. All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
You may be seated. 

Message  Pastor Clark Brown 

You may stand. 

Hymn of the Day Bind Us Together   
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Prayers of Intercession 
You may stand, kneel, or sit for the prayers. 
After each portion of the prayers:   

Assisting Minister: ...God, in your mercy. 
All: hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 
Assisting Minister: ...through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
All: Amen. 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share Christ’s peace with those near you or using the comment 
section on YouTube. 

Announcements 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

You may stand. 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  God of abundance, 

All:   you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 
heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the 
offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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Pastor: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.…  … with every breath. 
All: We praise you, O God. 
Pastor: Generations bless your faithfulness… …into the future. 
All: We bless you, O God. 
Pastor: We give you thanks for your dear Son… …with us now. 
All: We thank you, O God. 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed… …we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
Pastor: We pray for the gift of your Spirit… …in your church, without end. 
All: Amen. 
Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 



9 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 

Pastor: All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

You may be seated. We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God 
as we accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of 
Christ given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Song Lamb of God   
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Communion Song I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry  #732
  
You may stand 
Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you 

turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world 
with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 

All:   Amen. 

Benediction 

Pastor: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The 

holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

Sending Song When Love Is Found  WOV 749 v 1,3,5  
Dismissal 
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Worship Leaders 

Presiding Minister— Pastor Clark Brown 
Musician— Desma Johnson 
Cantors— Adrian and Bob Johannsen  
Assisting Minister— Steve Solomon  
Streaming Video— Jon Gerdes  
Audio— Jeff Nagel  

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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October 3, 2021 

LECTIONARY 27 

Softening Hearts 

At first, the two episodes in today’s gospel may seem disjointed: a challenging, even 
unsettling passage about divorce is followed by a much-loved image of Jesus telling his 
disciples to let little children come to him. Yet in both passages, Jesus puts rules and 
conventions aside to challenge his followers’ hearts to greater openness and 
vulnerability. 

When legal experts attempt to reduce the challenges of divorce to legal minutiae, Jesus 
reframes their questions in the context of our created need for human relationship. In a 
broken world, opening our hearts to others can bring some of our deepest pain, but if we 
don’t take that risk, we can lose out on the human love and companionship for which 
God created us. These verses should never be used to judge those who have gone 
through the heartache of divorce, but rather as a caution for all of us against letting the 
pain of relationships harden our hearts to the care we were created to both give and 
receive. 

Similarly, in the second passage, Jesus praises the openness of children’s hearts to 
God’s kingdom when the disciples attempt to shoo them away. As adults, we have 
accumulated a lot of knowledge about how the world works. Yet this confidence in 
what we know can also harden our hearts against perceiving a God who moves in 
mysterious ways and challenges our fixed ideas of how things are. Once again, Jesus 
calls us to risk our hearts with humility and openness to being taught the ways of God’s 
kingdom by those we thought needed us to teach them. 

Through the rhythms of worship and the cadence of liturgy, in the vibrations of music 
and the gifts of bread and wine, we invite one another to relax our hearts, drop our 
defenses, and leave behind what we thought we knew. Here, the Spirit of God comes to 
open our hearts, to heal our pain, and to draw us ever more deeply into relationship with 
God and one another. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226 

Monday, October 4, 2021 

Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve 
poor people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on 
poverty and the task of preaching "using words if necessary." Francis had a spirit of 
gratitude for all of God's creation. 

Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864 

Monday, October 4, 2021 

Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among 
Lutherans. He was influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. The 
motherhouse he founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many around the world to 
take up this ministry. 

William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536 

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 

Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into 
English. He was opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. 
He completed the New Testament in 1525, but before he could finish the Old 
Testament, he was tried for heresy and burned at the stake. 

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787 

Thursday, October 7, 2021 

Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could take 
charge and unite their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing the 
American Lutherans. Among other accomplishments, his liturgical principles became 
the basis for the Common Service of 1888. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Holy Communion Setting 8, Text and Music: Beech, Cain, Friesen-Carper, Kadidlo, Olson, Ylvisaker © 1970, 1990, 1995, 1999, 2006. 
All Are Welcome, 1999 Dakota Road. All rights reserved. 
Bind Us Together, Text and music: Bob Gillman © 1977 Kingway’s Thankyou Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing. 
Lamb of God, Text and music: Andy Park © 1998 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing.  Admin Music Services. 
Borning Cry, Text: John C. Ylvjsaker. 
When Love Is Found, Text: Brian Wren, © 1983 Hope Publishing 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 
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 Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer treatment again. 

The  family and friends of David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother of Lu-
cille Pires. 

The  family and friends of Roger Smith (brother of Susan Smith). 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   

 

Healthcare workers and essential workers on the front line of the pandemic. 

All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the 
world. 

Torie Hamilton 

Rodger Marty 

Bonnie Bennett 

Jim McMullins 

Bill Reynolds 

Mary Lee Slater 

Marjonie Gabriel 

Tom Brown 

Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 

Jacqueline Graham 

Gloria Llenaresas 

Riley Ann Holland 

Ronnie Lyons 

Irene McCloud 

Thomas Ansley 

Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 

Justice Gaudoin 

Peter Kracht 

Isabella Silva 

Mark Northcutt 

Helen Leikam 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 
home page: http://sttim.org 
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• Re-Opening Progress: You are welcome to worship in person in the sanctuary and you do 
not need to RSVP. We are still wearing masks during worship. We are welcome to socialize 
outside following worship. 

• Assisting Minister and Live Streaming Volunteers Needed: Training is available for both 
of these tasks that are so important to our worship life.  Please contact Pastor Clark if you 
would be able to serve at (831) 375-2042 or email pastorclark@sttim.org. 

• Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Wednesday 2 PM 
Bible Study and the Pastors’ Forum on Sunday at 11:15 AM, all on Zoom and/or in per-
son. Email pastorclark@sttim.org for more information. 

• Online Worship and Social Hour: All Sunday services including bulletins are online on 
sttim.org. Information for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you 
want to be on our email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor Clark at pastor-
clark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 
375-1043. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org. 

• Volunteer to help Thomas Carman Food Pantry and provide food for needy households 
and individuals. YOU CAN HELP! Sign up to volunteer on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from 3-6 pm, loading and passing out bags at the Epiphany Lutheran and Episcopal Church 
at the corner of Carmel and California Avenues in the City of Marina. Address: 425 Carmel 
Ave, Marina CA. Contact Debby Love-Sudduth at 408-499-4984 or email Rd-
sudd@comcast.net.  

mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net
mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net

