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October 2021.  Did any of us think a year ago that we would 
still be in the grip of a global pandemic?  Probably not.  Yet 
here we are in the month that has in it the Thanksgiving 
Festival.  Many may feel that they have nothing for which to 
be thankful.  I have recently been again looking at the works 
of Malcolm Guite, a priest poet whose work has often 
appeared in this Newsletter.  He has a sonnet for 
Thanksgiving, written well before Covid, but that seems to fit 
this year.  It starts: 

“Thanksgiving starts with thanks for mere survival, 
          Just to have made it through another year” 
I have included another work by Malcom Guite towards the 
end of this Newsletter which really resonates with the 
situation in which we now find ourselves, even though he 
wrote it at the beginning of the Pandemic. 
We do have things for which we can be thankful.  In this 
parish we have not had a Sunday without a service, unlike a 
lot of other parishes.  We give thanks for all those who have 
helped us through this time: healthcare workers as well as all 
those who have worked on the front lines to make sure we 
are still able to get those things we need, family and friends 
who have cared about and for us.  As part of our 
thanksgiving please see the notes regarding the Food Bank 
Drive and Giving Sunday. 

Submit items for the November Newsletter by October 27th. 
mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel 
might be appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to 
website@oldchurchrd.com. 
 

During this time when we are not meeting face to face it is  
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT if you change contact information, 

eg. address, phone number or email address, that you notify the office at: 
office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
SCHEDULE: 

 
Sunday Worship:  See note below regarding Service times and format 
Ladies’ Group Meetings: Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Men’s Group Meetings:   Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 10:00 am:  Starting again on September 
8th.  See the website under ‘Events’ for further information. 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: This group will begin meeting on 
September 22nd.  See the website under ‘Events’ for further information. 
 

--WELCOME BACK PLANS CHANGED— 
 

Diocese of Calgary: Suspension of In-Person Worship Services - In an effort to do 
our part to help take the load off Alberta's public healthcare system Archbishop Kerr-
Wilson, on the advice of the Diocesan COVID-19 Taskforce, suspended in-person 
worship services in the Diocese of Calgary effective Monday, September 20. The 
suspension will include four Sundays (September 26 through October 17). The situation 
will be assessed again in four weeks to determine if an extension of the suspension will 
be warranted. 
 

SERVICE SCHEDULE CHANGES: 
September 26 - October 17 Zoom Worship Services 

We know that many people are weary of meeting on Zoom for Sunday worship so 
thought we might change things up a little bit over the next few weeks so we can have a 
little bit of variety. While we will have to continue using Zoom for awhile yet, we are 
going to try some Sundays with evening worship instead of morning, and we will try a 
couple different kinds of evening worship services. Evening services will take place at 
7:00 pm. On Thanksgiving Sunday will have a morning Eucharist service at 10:00 am. 
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We look forward to seeing you online. The weekly bulletin and link to the services will be 
distributed as usual on Saturday. 

October 3 - Evening service at 7:00 pm 

October 10 (Thanksgiving Sunday) - Morning Eucharist at 10:00 am 

October 17 - Evening service at 7:00 pm 

 
 
                                            Food Bank Drive 
To give thanks for our many blessings, St. Luke’s is collecting non-perishable food 
items for the Red Deer Food Bank. The Food Bank is requesting canned beans, peanut 
butter, canned meat (tuna, salmon, chicken, ham), rice, dry pasta, and canned fruit/fruit 
cups. They also take grocery gift cards. If you would like to contribute to the 
Thanksgiving Food Drive, Vandy will be picking up donations from your porch (or 
mailbox) starting the week of September 13th to October 8th. If you would like to 
arrange a pick-up, or if you have any questions, please email Vandy 
at outreach@oldchurchrd.com   
 
Church Calendars: 

The 2022 Church Calendar is now available.  If you would         
like to purchase one, notify either Elizabeth Thain 
(ethain@telus.net) or Debb Mann (debbmann@telus.net) 
and arrangements will be made to get them delivered if 
we are not able to meet in church. The cost is $10.00 
each.  The money made goes towards the work of the 
Altar Guild. This includes: the decorating of the church for 
special occasions like Easter, Harvest and Christmas; 
outreach to help the incumbent with the Discretionary 
Fund; purchase of special cleaners and polishes for the 
silver and brass.  While parishioners do donate money 
during the year, the Altar Guild’s sale of calendars is the 
only fund raiser that is held. 

Forward Day by Day: 

The November, December and January edition of the forward Day by Day Devotional is 
available and if we are unable to be back in church before November, arrangements will 
be made to deliver it.  Please watch your emails for notices regarding this. 

 
 
 

 



 

4 

Finances: 
Heat the Church--updated: 
Just as it is important to continue giving our regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so under the donate button on the website or by e- 
transfer as outlined below.  To the end of August, we have had 38 days covered.  Thank 
you to all who continue to support this. The suggested donation is $25 for a day. 
 
Financial Statement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It should be noted that at this point last year our Net Variance was 9,414.97, so we are 
about $5,000 behind where we were at this point last year.  While we do have reserves, 
they have dropped over the year.  The fact that we have not been able to be in the 
church building for regular worship has not helped.  We have also lost the income as 
outlined below.  In the last two years we have designated the First Sunday of Advent as 
“Gift Sunday”.  Parish Council has approved proceeding with this again this year. 
 

 
GIFT SUNDAY – ADVENT 1 – NOVEMBER 28TH 

 
As we have the last two years, we are asking parishioners, as they are able, to make a 
gift to the church above their usual giving, as an act of additional stewardship.  In this 
context, “stewardship is a theological belief that humans are responsible for the world, 
and should take care and look after it. ... In Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
traditions, stewardship refers to the way time, talents, material possessions, or wealth, 
are used or given for the service of God”.  A lot of people in this parish give of their time 
and talent, and many, as they are able, give financial support.  While we have 
stewardship responsibilities to the community around us, we also have a responsibility 
for the structure and operation of our church community.  As noted above, this year, 
with COVID 19, we have lost some sources of income.  Things like our recitals and 
‘rentals’, our fund raisers, like the Cow Patti theatre and the spring and fall dinners put 
on by the Men’s Group, have not been possible.  We appreciate that things have also 
been difficult for individuals, but we hope that some can look at their resources and give 
a one-time donation, of any amount, to the church above their usual giving.  The first 
year that we did this, we were able to bring those gifts to church as a special offering on 
the 1st Sunday of Advent.   Last year it was not possible to do it in person.  This year we 
don’t yet know what may be happening in terms of in person worship by November 28th, 
so we ask that parishioners consider making a donation some time over the period 
before November 28th.  It would be lovely if we could meet together on that date to 
celebrate the results of this special Stewardship effort but a lot still depends on Covid.  
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Please give this your prayerful attention.  If paying by cheque, mark the cheque ‘Gift 
Sunday’ or if paying by e-transfer put ‘Gift Sunday’ in the message box.  If you prefer to 
give cash, put it in an envelope marked ‘Gift Sunday’ and notify the office at 
office@oldchurchrd.com and arrangements can be made to have it picked up.  

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications: 
While flowers on the altar are on hold during this time of isolation, the opportunity still 
exists to remember loved ones and special dates as we do when sponsoring flowers.   
Please let us know of people and events that you might like remembered as a Special 
Dedication on a particular Sunday. If you so choose, you can make a donation to 
accompany your memorial and these can be designated to the Memorial Fund, General 
Fund, or any other Special Fund of your choosing. Special Dedications will appear in 
the announcements on the designated Sunday. If you wish to make a donation, 
please refer to the giving information noted above. If you are going to send a cheque, 
please email the office at office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your 
dedication and the Sunday you would like it to appear. If doing an e-transfer, put in the 
message section your dedication, the date you would like it to appear and the fund to 
which you would like the money designated.  

Around the Parish: 

This is the next in a series of Reflections written by members of Parish Council.  This 
month it is written by Joan Williams. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8: 
 
To everything there is a season, 
A time for every purpose under heaven… 
… A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
A time to gain, and a time to lose 
 
Living as a single, and an extravert, in this time of uncertainty, segregation and limited 
social interaction has presented me with a heightened awareness of God’s gifts in my 
life. I have had time to spend time with bible study, experience the joy of learning a new 
skill with on-line tutorials for water painting, connecting with grandchildren, friends and 
my church family through telephone, Zoom and Messenger. 
In August 2020 I went to visit with my 89 year old parents in Montreal.  I felt blessed to 
have the time and means to be with them.  Hanging out with and helping my mom care 
for my dad during his time of onset dementia and quarantine, gave me the opportunity 
to give back to them a little of what they had given me during my life.  Because of the 
pandemic I was able to change my return flight without penalty when I decided to 
extend my stay until October 31st. 
Sadly, we lost my dad in November.  I flew back to be with mom the next day to help 
her through her time of grief, and healing (she broke her hip two days after dad passed) 
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and 4 months later was flying back to Red Deer with her, so grateful, at this time in my 
life, to have the opportunity for us to live together under one roof and not worry about 
her care going forward.  It was a double blessing for us both to have each other to hug, 
talk to, and enjoy not being alone during these seasons of our lives. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 has been a verse in my heart and a song in my head for the past few 
months.  I would like to share with you a short commentary I read on line just yesterday. 
“Our lives contain a mixture of joy and sorrow, pleasure and pain, harmony and 
struggle, and life and death. Each season has its appropriate time in the cycle of life. 
Nothing stays the same, and we, as God’s children, must learn to accept and adjust to 
the ebb and flow of God’s design. Some seasons are difficult, and we may not 
understand what God is doing. In those times, we must humbly submit to the Lord's 
plans and trust that he is working out his good purposes.”  Mary Fairchild 
Thank you all for your healing prayers for my mom, Dawn, over the past six months.   
God Bless. 
Joan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Quarantine Quatrains: 
 
The following are the last stanzas of The Quarantine Quatrains, written early in the 
pandemic, by the Rev. Malcom Guite.  It can be found on his blog page: 
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/blog/ 
 
35 
At close of day I hear the gentle rain 

Whilst experts on the radio explain 

Mind-numbing numbers, rising by the day, 

Cyphers of unimaginable pain 

36 
Each evening they announce the deadly toll 

And patient voices calmly call the roll 

I hear the numbers, cannot know the names 

Behind each number, mind and heart and soul 
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37 
Behind each number one belovèd face 

A light in life whom no-one can replace, 

Leaves on this world a signature, a trace, 

A gleaning and a memory of grace 

38 
All loved and loving, carried to the grave 

The ones whom every effort could not save 

Amongst them all those carers whose strong love 

Bought life for others with the lives they gave. 

39 
The sun sets and I find myself in prayer 

Lifting aloft the sorrow that we share 

Feeling for words of hope amidst despair 

I voice my vespers through the quiet air: 

40 
O Christ who suffers with us, hold us close, 

Deep in the secret garden of the rose, 

Raise over us the banner of your love 

And raise us up beyond our last repose. 
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Prayer during a Pandemic 
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to 
PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vulnerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 
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