
A New Pastoral Care Plan for The Parish 
 
 
   While our congregations across the Valley have experienced many benefits since our new parish was 
Formed, it has become evident that one of the difficulties for the clergy and lay leaders is maintaining a 
comprehensive pastoral presence and ministry across a region that encompasses such a wide area.  To 
address this, the clergy will be proposing a new pastoral care plan for the parish at our upcoming 
Warden’s meeting. 
     The new model proposes that each congregation will have a Lay Pastoral Care Coordinator and we 
would be seeking volunteers and suggested names for these positions. Each Coordinator will be offered 
group sessions of training on Zoom, and they will be contacted by the Pastoral Care Clergy contact on a 
regular basis.  The Clergy contact will be always available by email or telephone. Coordinators will have 
their telephone numbers listed in the bulletin and website along with the clergy numbers and office 
contact information. Please be assured that the clergy will always be available to be contacted directly if 
required.  
     The coordinators will serve as a first contact for non-emergency pastoral concerns for their 
congregations. The Coordinator and the Clergy contact will determine whether a telephone call or a visit 
is required and how that will be carried out. Together they will ensure that our parish prayer list is up to 
date in the bulletin and that new names are added as requested.  This will continue much of what is 
already happening in the parish on an informal basis and will in no way replace lay ministry that is 
presently being exercised. 
     We will also hold Zoom gatherings for Coordinators twice a year to check in with each other, share 
experiences and offer suggestions for ways to enhance the program.   It is our hope that, in time, visiting 
teams will also be formed and telephone ministries will be enhanced.  We look forward to being able to 
provide a more compressive pastoral care ministry across the parish that will help us to stay connected 
to all our members and particularly those who require our special attention.  


