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Clockwise from bottom left: Bishop Stephen
London displaying the blanket made
by members of the Edmonton diocese;
members of the synod office admiring the
textile; Alison Hurlburt weaving in her
studio at Christ Church.
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Handwoven, crocheted and sewn textile a gift of comfort
MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

s the first year of the COVID-19
pandemic passed, parish lay reader and
lay evangelist Alison Hurlburt longed for
the weekly hugs she exchanged with her Christ
Church, Edmonton community. So, instead, she
used her gifts as a weaver to wrap her church
family across the diocese in a warm embrace.
In December 2021, Hurlburt, who left her job
as an instructor at MacEwan University to weave
full time and teach others her craft, put a call-out
in the Synod Scene for crafters to knit, crochet, or
weave white squares as part of a diocesan-wide
Pandemic Craft Project.
Interested in the spiritual and material
connection when making something for a sacred
space, she had already woven several stoles, and a
set of seasonal altar runners for her home parish.
“As Christians we have this model of the
incarnation and of Jesus being present in our
world made by God. Because of our shared
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sacred experience, we also have a shared physical
experience. But the pandemic prevented us from
coming together to take communion, to sing, to
share meals.”
Hand-stitching together the squares lovingly
made by people from many parishes into a cozy
blanket was Hurlburt’s way of showing that “even
when we are apart, we can do great things together
through Christ, and get to the other side of the
pandemic to gather together as a diocese once
more.”
By year-end, handcrafters of all skill levels
contributed 28 squares (some depicting crosses and
praying hands and, on one, a skull), to the project.
The resulting piece reflects an array of creative
gifts and styles.
For Hurlburt, who runs an online business
while raising a daughter, Cora with her spouse
Christopher Uren, bringing together varying types
of yarn and patterns into one unified piece was a
challenge all its own.
“So many different materials and approaches,
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but all beautiful! The care and time that went into
each piece is so touching,” she says.
To begin the project, she wove two panels for
the 43-inch wide, back piece on her floor loom in
her rented studio space at Christ Church. She then
joined the panels together, then sat down with a
needle and thread to hand-stitch each square onto
the soft, heavy, cotton backing.
The finished piece “feels really blankety and I
hope people get to wrap up in it at some point.”
The different textures make the piece very
tactile, “you want to reach out and touch it,” she
says.
For the time being, the decorative diocesan
textile hangs outside the offices of All Saints’
Cathedral. In the future, when it is once again safe
to congregate in large numbers, she hopes people
do have a chance to touch the blanket, symbolic of
the Edmonton diocese “giving them a big hug.”
Continued on page 7.
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Rise in COVID cases leads to scaled-back consecration
MESSENGER Staff

t the time of publication, the consecration of
the Rev. Stephen London as the 11th Bishop of
Edmonton was scheduled for the morning of
September 18, 2021.
It was planned that the Metropolitan of the
Ecclesiastical Province of Rupert’s Land Archbishop
Greg Kerr-Wilson would officiate the service at All
Saints’ Anglican Cathedral in Edmonton. The Primate
of the Anglican Church of Canada Archbishop Linda
Nicholls also planned to participate and was invited to
give the sermon at All Saints’ the next morning. The
service was to begin with a smudge led by Indigenous
elders Russell Auger and Bernadette Iahtail. Indigenous
Ministries Archdeacon Travis Enright was to give the
homily address.
Due to a spike in COVID-19 cases in early
September and the re-introduction of health measures,
it was determined the service would need to be closed
to the public. Those physically present would, for
the most part, be those who were required to attend.
Members of the diocese were represented in person by
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archdeacons, lay and clergy canons and regional deans.
In a video message recorded and posted to the
diocesan website at the end of August, London said:
“These last several weeks have been amazing, getting
ready to take on this new calling in my life… I’m so
grateful to all the people who have been praying for
me and walking with me in this time. I’m looking
forward to celebrating with all of you in the Service of
Consecration as we pray to God to bless our diocese
and to lead us all into this new chapter of our lives
together.
“Unfortunately, all of us have been watching a
rise of COVID cases in Alberta and because of this we
have decided to scale back the consecration service. In

conversation with Archbishop Kerr-Wilson we decided
that having a service with several hundred people
would be unwise at this time. This was a difficult
decision to make, but the health and safety of everyone
is extremely important.
“A Service of Consecration is such a joyful
celebration of ministry, and of what God is doing in
our midst. It still will be a joyful celebration, even
with these restrictions… Please continue to pray for
me, for all of us. I so look forward to coming out to
all of your congregations to meet with you and to pray
with you, so that we can encourage each other in this
great mission and plan God has for the Diocese of
Edmonton,
The entire diocese, however, was invited to attend
this celebration virtually. London encouraged parishes
to consider having a safe watch party, or to participate
from home. The link to the service live-streamed on
the All Saints’ Cathedral YouTube Channel was shared
several weeks in advance.
Watch the November issue of The Messenger for
coverage of the consecration of the 11th Bishop of
Edmonton.

Athabasca jamboree postponed due to fourth wave of COVID-19

D

Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD
Diocese of Athabasca

ear people of Christ, I know you have
put considerable thought and prayer
into planning and preparing all that is
necessary for a diocesan-wide jamboree.
Bishop Larry (Robinson) has shared with me
a little of your work, and I thank you for all that
you have put into it, especially the enthusiasm with
which you approached it.

After considerable prayer and consultation and
following a vote by the members of the Diocesan
Executive Committee, I am postponing the
jamboree until sometime next year. In its place I
would like to have a diocesan-wide virtual evening
of prayer.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 cases are rising
rapidly again. Hospital ICUs are at 95 per cent
capacity in Alberta, and we are in line with a
serious predictive disease model: https://bccovid-

Long-time Friend of Edmonton Diocese
Installed as Archbishop of Burundi
MESSENGER Staff

he Edmonton diocese sends prayers and
God’s blessings to Bishop Sixbert Macumi
who was installed as the Fifth Archbishop
and Primate of the Anglican Church of Burundi
on August 21, 2021, at Holy Trinity Cathedral in
Bujumbura. Archbishop Sixbert was elected by
the College of Bishops on May 21, 2021 and will
continue to lead our companion Diocese of Buyé.
Archbishop Sixbert is the first archbishop of the
Province of Burundi who did not already reside in
Bujumbura, and the Edmonton diocese will assist

T

with expenses during the transition.
“The Province of Burundi is constructing
an archbishop’s residence,” says Edmonton
Diocesan Synod Secretary-Treasurer the Rev.
John Gee. Meanwhile, there are costs associated
with Archbishop Sixbert’s accommodations in
Bujumbura, as well as transportation between the
Buyé Synod Office in Ngozi and Bujumbura.

Pictured above left: Clergy of the Anglican Church of Burundi participate in the installation of Sixbert Macumi as Primate and
Archbishop. Above right: Archbishop Sixbert receives water as a symbol of ministry. There are at least 900,000 Anglicans in
Burundi. The Anglican Church of Burundi is divided into nine dioceses. (source: anglicancommunion.org)

19group.ca/post/alberta-4th-wave/ .
In light of this, and not willing to
unnecessarily endanger our participants, I have
decided it is wise to postpone. While we are not
afraid of death, neither do we encourage it.
Let us continue to do what we can for Christ
and His church despite my decision in this regard.
God bless you greatly, and thank you again.
+ David

Community Water
Projects Underway
in Buyé Diocese

Construction has started on new community well
projects which will provide people in the Diocese
of Buyé with access to clean water from natural
springs. Members of the Edmonton diocese gave
more than $24,000 towards these wells (enough for
19 community water projects) in appreciation of
Bishop Jane Alexander and her ministry. Bishop Jane
retired as diocesan bishop on April 16, 2021.
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Bishop’s Corner

Be a life-bearer: take care of yourself and others
he first thing
to realise is:
nothing on
earth will save you.
Let me repeat
that: nothing
on earth will
save you. If that
isn’t the most
terrifying thing
to contemplate, I
Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD
don’t know what is.
Diocese of Athabasca
Your job
won’t save you. Your spouse won’t fulfill you, no
matter how strong your love for each other. The
government will fail you (regardless of which
party is in power). Capitalism will take advantage
of you. Socialism will not care for you. No ‘ism’
will suffice. No matter how rich you get, you will
always want more. Being ruler of all will not be
enough. Being the fittest won’t guarantee health.
Having the grandest of adventures will leave you
seeking more. Being the most knowledgeable
won’t make you wise. Being wise will not free you
from despair. Seeking escape in drugs, or alcohol,
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in endless partying or seeking the next ‘high’ will
just leave you empty; a shell, a nothing – dead in
spirit if not in body. No matter what we make in
our fruitful endeavours, it will disappear with time
or must be repeated. Even the pyramids of Egypt
will eventually disappear.
As the book of Ecclesiastes (in the Old
Testament) proclaims:
“Futile! Futile!” laments the Teacher.
“Absolutely futile! Everything is futile!... I
reflected on everything that is accomplished by
man on earth, and I concluded: Everything he has
accomplished is futile—like chasing the wind!”
Nothing of this earth will save you. You must
understand this. To enter the kingdom of God, you
must truly, deep in your heart, understand that only
God will fulfill you.
The second thing to realise is: you are already
saved.
Your identity is not your gender, your sex,
your ethnicity, your tribe, your intelligence, your
job, your family, your country, your body, your
accomplishments, your attitude, your thoughts, or
what others think of you. Your identity is, simply
and profoundly, the image of God.

We are told this right at the beginning of the
Bible:
(Genesis 1:27) God created humankind in his
own image, in the image of God he created them…
You are the image of God. This means nothing
less than God is represented through you. You
represent God to the rest of creation, you represent
God to other people, and you represent God to
yourself. As the image of God, you are part of the
Temple of God, the place where God lives: His
people, His church: the bride of Christ.
The thing that tears my heart apart is so many
people in this world do not realise they are the
images of God.
It also tears God’s heart apart, that many do
not realise this. It tore His heart so much He came
incarnate in Jesus the Christ and allowed us to
kill Him. Paradoxically, He did not (and does not)
react in wrath, justified anger and destroyed us (as
depicted in the parable of Noah and the flood), but
reacted in love and mercy, and said: “I forgive you.
Come to me, walk with me, live in love – leave
this way of death where nothing can save you.”
Continued on page 5.

We rise to what is hard and hurting in the world
s I write
this
article, I
am in the process
of preparing for
my consecration
service. These
months since the
election have been
a time of intense
work and amazing
Bishop-elect STEPHEN LONDON
conversations.
Diocese of Edmonton
Again and again,
people ask me what
the future of the Edmonton Diocese is going to
be. They know, of course, that I can’t predict the
future. Rather, the question expresses an anxiety.
The world is clearly in a time of rupture: we are
still in the midst of a global pandemic, serious
questions about racism in our society have come
to the forefront, climate change is rearing its head
in a destructive fire season, and we find ourselves
a divided people. There is a lot of fear and anger
around us. Our churches are struggling. In a world
marked by bitterness, division and suspicion,
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James tells us, we will
not be conformed to the
2 Corinthians 5:19 world, but we will reach
out to the orphans and
widows and those in need. We will be a people
who will meet the rupture around us with love
and compassion. We will be healers. We will be
passionate pray-ers. We will know revival. We
will constantly point to what is true, and good and
beautiful. We will be agents of reconciliation. We
will constantly nurture what is life-giving. We will
be people of hope who manifest the fruits of the
spirit.
Of course, none of this comes from ourselves.
It comes from the source, the true light, the
bread from heaven, the good shepherd, the one
in whose image we are created. Why will we
live in this way? Because of who God is. God is
the one creating, saving, blessing, healing and
transforming. And he wants to work through us. If
you ask me about the future of the church, I will
only say, ‘we will strive to be those who follow
Jesus.’ There is no other future.
Steve

God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself.
people feel we should have an answer, but are
unsure of what that answer is.
In this time of transition for myself and for
the diocese, I have found it to be important to ask
myself: ‘what do I believe?’ The answer is simple:
‘I believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God.’ This
is not just a theological answer, but a statement
of hope. It is a way of being in the world. It gives
us a foundation from which to meet the hardness
of the world with love. In Jesus Christ, a new
kind of world has begun. The New Testament
proclaims this new kind of world in many ways:
the Kingdom of God, the New Creation, Eternal
Life. St. Paul encourages us to live lives worthy
of God by producing fruit in good works, and by
growing in the knowledge and love of God. The
New Testament orients us to live in this new kind
of world.
When I speak of the future of the church, I
speak about being a people who will rise to meet
what is hard and hurting in the world without
becoming anxious and angry. As the letter of
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Fruit of God’s Spirit: generosity = abundant goodness

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for
Mission and Discipleship
Diocese of Edmonton

H

ello again everyone.
In this edition, we
take the next step in
our series on producing the
fruit of the Spirit. We have
seen that Jesus calls us all;
that we are all meant to be
missional disciples; and that
a key part of that is to go and

bear fruit - fruit that will last.
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last, so
that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my
name.” (John 15:16 NRSV)
We have used Galatians
5 to help us understand what
that might look like:
“…the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control…” (Galatians
5:22-23 NRSV)
Today we look at
generosity. But we need
to stop right there! Some
versions of our Bible have
generosity while others have
goodness. Which is it?
In Matthew 20, Jesus
shares the parable of the
labourers in the vineyard.

The owner is explaining that
he is free to pay his workers
as he sees fit. In verse 15, we
read this:
“Am I not allowed
to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or are
you envious because I am
generous?” (Matthew 20:15
NRSV)
Jesus is making the
point that the owner of the
vineyard is not just fair but
also gracious and generous.
He treats his workers fairly
but goes beyond simply
being fair. He is generous, as
well as fair. We often preface
the words doctor, hockey
player or friend with the
word good when the people
in those roles go beyond a
certain level and give more
of themselves than is strictly
necessary. Jesus is making
the point that the owner of

the vineyard goes beyond
the minimum. This makes
him a good owner.
The word for generosity
in Matthew 20:15 is the
same word as is used for
goodness. If I had to choose
between the two, I would
choose goodness. Generosity
could lead us to think only
about finances. However, the
idea of generosity does help
enlarge what we mean by
goodness. Goodness is about
living out what it means
to be the Lord’s people.
Generosity is about doing
that in abundance. We give
and share like the owner of
the vineyard for we reflect
the character of our God. He
is a good God.
Paul amplifies this
further in his second letter to
the young church at Corinth:
“And God is able to

provide you with every
blessing in abundance,
so that by always having
enough of everything,
you may share abundantly
in every good work.” (2
Corinthians 9:8)
We can see how the
kindness that we considered
last time fits so beautifully
with goodness. To be kind
and good is an outworking
to others that flows from
the blessings our God gives
us. We are blessed so that
we might be a blessing to
others. This is the way the
outworking of the fruit of
the Spirit in our lives fulfills
God’s missional purposes.
More next time.
God bless your every
effort as you seek to follow
Jesus.
Richard

Take time to take stock of your capacity for compassion

The Ven. TERRY LEER
Executive Archdeacon
Diocese of Athabasca

ires in British
Columbia. Floods in
western Europe and
the southern United States.
Unmarked graves across
Canada. Still more victims
of COVID-19. Anglican
congregations struggling
to survive. Nurses and
teachers under pressure from
the Alberta government at
a time when they should
be applauded. Relatives
suffering from dementia.
Churches being burned.
Despair looming large.
It is thus quite easy to
understand the reality of
compassion fatigue in our
society, in the Church and
in those who seek to support
others. In the world of
congregational development,
we are quite used to dealing
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with “Donor Fatigue,”
and we have developed
strategies to cope. I don’t
have the same strategies
or skills when it comes to
compassion fatigue.
Compassion is an
outcome of Christian faith
and proof of its power and
validity. As Christ suffered
alongside humanity, so we
disciples of Christ suffer
alongside others. That’s
“com—passion”, a suffering
with. But there appears to
be a limit to our capacity
to suffer alongside, to bear
the burdens of others, to
be passionate about their
circumstances. In my wife’s
insurance plan, there is
something called a Health
Spending Account, a limited
amount of funds that can be
claimed for a wide variety
of health costs not otherwise
covered. Well, it seems as if
we have a Compassionate
Concerns Spending Account
(CCSA), a limited amount
of compassion that we can
spend on the lives of others.
Compassion fatigue
arises when you have spent
all in your CCSA. When
your account is at zero, you
either close the account or
you begin creating a deficit.
This deficit expresses itself
through despair, depression

and perhaps Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD).
In the helping
professions, we have largely
denied that there is a limit to
compassion. We have largely
kept spending and spending,
until there is compassion
collapse. This has usually
been called burn out.
The demand for
compassion is made worse
inside the Church. After
all, our role model gave
and gave until it killed him.
Clergy are particularly
susceptible to compassion
fatigue, driven by guilt and
shame to give yet more and
to be more like Christ. But
compassion fatigue is clearly
visible in many disciples
who are nurses, teachers,
doctors, homecare workers
and the like.
There is so much
need for compassion in
our congregations, towns,
provinces, country and the
world. So there is also much
compassion fatigue.
This requires that we
take stock of our capacities
for compassion. Even
though others will demand
you give more and seek
retribution if you do not, be
honest with yourselves about
how much you can care
and how much you can do.

When your Compassionate
Concerns Spending Account
has reached zero, take time
off from acting on your
instinct to care. You won’t
be able to stop caring, but
you can limit the amount of
exposure to other people’s
burdens, and you can
boundary the actions you are
taking on behalf of others. It
is not only your right to care
for yourself, but also your
divine obligation.
Secondly, allow others
to practice compassion
with you. It is not only
acceptable, but necessary for
those who are compassionate
to be the recipients of
compassion. This will
require honesty and
humility, but the alternative
is a compassion deficit,
and, like parish budgetary

deficits, this is never good.
These two steps form
the beginning of a strategy
for dealing with compassion
fatigue. Even when the end
of the pandemic in Alberta
is within our sight (perhaps),
this strategy will be needed
for some time to come.
If you’re having trouble
implementing this strategy,
please be in touch with
someone—anyone. In the
Diocese of Athabasca,
there is an Employee and
Family Assistance Plan for
employees of the diocese.
There are mental health
hotlines available. There
is someone who still has
some funds left in their
Compassionate Concerns
Spending Account. Seek
a donation of compassion
from them.
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St. Paul’s 90th anniversary celebrated by McLennan community
Canon PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor

eople from across the
Peace Region came
together on Sunday,
August 22 to celebrate the
90th Anniversary of St.
Paul’s Anglican Church in
McLennan. The little church,
originally built in another
part of McLennan in 1931
and moved to its present
location in the late 1940s,
was nearly full.
Athabasca Regional
Dean the Rev. Dr. Blessing
Shambare, from the
Ecumenical Parish of St.
Peter’s in Slave Lake,
presided at this Service
of Thanksgiving. Peace
Regional Dean the Rev.
Deacon Danielle McKenzie,
from the Parish of Berwyn/
Grimshaw, brought a
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message from Bishop
David Greenwood who
was unable to attend in
person. McKenzie gave the
sermon for the day which
included several references
to the early establishment of
churches in the region.
Around 30 people
from various locations and
denominations, including
members of Anglican,
Roman Catholic (Father
Eucarious from the
Cathedral of Saint John
Baptist in McLennan),
United and Victory churches,
attended the community
celebration. Parish wardens
Colleen Greer and Canon
(lay) Peter Clarke shared
welcome messages and
personal reflections about St.
Paul’s.
The youngest person
present, Marcus Shambare

(6), led “The Lord’s
Prayer” with much
enthusiasm. The
oldest member of the
congregation, Alice
MacMillan (92), the
matriarch of St. Paul’s,
reminded everyone she
had been baptised at St.
Paul’s many decades ago.
The service was one of
thanksgiving with a Holy
Eucharist, which everyone
was welcome to be a part
of.
The congregation of St Paul’s Anglican Church celebrating 90 years in the
After the service and a McLennan community. Photo: Chris Futter
quick group photo outside,
involvement in and with
will be remembered well.
the congregation adjourned
As various speakers
the wider community. It
to Heritage House, the old
is a welcoming and caring
mentioned, the little church
manse (rectory) next door,
is a lovely building, but what
community.
for several hours of food,
St. Paul’s offers a service
has sustained St. Paul’s to
fellowship and fun. The
this day is the great flow of
on the third Sunday of each
local people appreciated the
month, at 2:30 pm. Everyone
activities: baptisms, Sunday
willingness of so many to
is welcome to attend.
school, confirmations,
come and help celebrate St.
marriages, etc., and its active
Paul’s 90th Anniversary. It

Bishop David Greenwood - Be a life-bearer: take care of yourself and others continued
Continued from page 3.
One thing that can save
us, the one thing that does
save us, is relationship with
God Almighty. We enter that
relationship through Christ.
Sooner or later everyone,
even those who insist on
the illusion that the material
world is all there is, will
meet God – and when they
do so they have met Christ,
they have met the Father,
they have met the Holy
Spirit. We all meet the One
who we were designed and
created to represent.
When you have
relationship with Christ,
when you dedicate your life
to Him and follow Him,
when you talk to Him and
walk with Him, you live
in His kingdom. And some
surprising things start to
happen.
You begin to take better
care of yourself, for He tells
you in your heart: ‘You are
my image – take care of
yourself as I would wish my
representative to be cared
for. Take care of your health,
take care of your wisdom,
take care of how you live,
for it all reflects how you
represent God Almighty – to
yourself, to those around you
and to all of creation.’
You begin to care for
others, for He tells you in

your heart: ‘You are my
image – care for others as I
care for them. Forgive them
as I have forgiven you. Take
care of your spouse, your
family, your friends, those
you meet, your community,
your government, society
at large – not because you
will find your fulfilment
there, but because you are
representing Me to them.
Serve them as you would
see Me doing so. Just as
you ask Me to answer
your prayers, I ask you to
answer My prayer, to be My
representative where I have
placed you, in the context
you are in. Share my love,
my righteousness, my truth.
Be one with Me.’
It means living with the
attitude of ‘Here’s to you
– we bless you now in the
name of the Lord’ (from the
song “Peace to You,” sung
by Celtic Source). It means
living with the attitude of
‘God loves me so much that
He literally died for Me and
rose again to bring me into
His family’ – and believing
the incomprehensible depth
of that love deep in your
heart. It means sharing that
love, in whatever way you
can, including telling others
about the One whom you
represent – God. Christ
Himself.

There is focus on people
who are not vaccinated. If
you have not received both
doses of the COVID-19
vaccine, I strongly urge you
to get your vaccines. Not
because you think you can
cheat death or for any selfish
reason.
Rather, I strongly urge
you to get vaccinated for
two reasons: God wants
His Images to be healthy,
as much as we can manage.
And God wants His Images
to be life-bearers, not
death-bringers. It has been
demonstrated that while
getting vaccinated does not
guarantee you will not get
sick, it dramatically lessens
the timespan you can pass
the sickness onto others
if you do get sick. It also
dramatically lessens the
impact of the sickness on

you (as is being shown by
in-hospital vaccinated versus
unvaccinated statistics).
God wants you to take care
of yourself as His image,
and to care for others as His
representative.
There has been focus on
the revealing of unmarked
graves and the taking of
children into the residential
school system of last
century. Rather than listen
to all the news reports
and social media and sit
passively, I would like to
challenge us all to: reach
out and build relationships.
If you are not Indigenous,
get to know Indigenous
images of God. If you are
Indigenous, reach out to
non-Indigenous images of
God. Truly get to know
each other, as children of
Christ. Pray. Represent God

to each other. Regardless
of what political party you
voted for, challenge the
status quo wherever you find
injustice or ill-health. There
is no excuse for lack of safe,
drinkable water, anywhere
in our land. There is no
excuse for lack of housing
for everyone who wants it.
There is no excuse for some
people having ready access
to health care, while others
do not. Build relationships
with each other – and in
your relationship with Christ
as His Image, represent God
in what God would want. In
other words, be an answer to
God’s prayer.
May the blessing of
Christ be with you, as you
walk in His kingdom.

Athabasca Diocese Virtual Worship
Resources and Opportunities
For access to online services,
both mid-week and on Sunday,
please visit the diocesan website
at www.athdio.ca or one of the
following parish websites:
•
•
•
•
•

www.stjamespr.org
www.christchurchanglicangp.org
www.sttom.ca
www.allsaintsanglican.ca
www.parishnorthernlights.org

Or, search Facebook.com for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Diocese of Athabasca
St. James Cathedral
St. Mark’s High Prairie
St. Thomas Fort McMurray
Christ Church Grande Prairie
St. Anne’s Church Valleyview
All Saints Church Fort McMurray
St. Peters Church Slave Lake
Anglican Church of Athabasca
St. Helen’s Anglican Church
St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church

+David
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PWRDF Refugee Network moves heaven and earth
Coordinator from
Afghanistan Evacuation Air Traffic Control, August 16, 2021:
Gail Millard. Since
“Okay, how many people do you think are on your jet?
2015, parishes
...800 people on your jet? Holy ----, holy cow.”
and families have
here and what is your heaven on earth?
welcomed 84
Likely, it would involve a place, a place
and individuals overseas,” said Tony Davis,
refugees to the
you call home, a place of family and
Diocese of B.C. Refugee Coordinator.
diocese, with no new refugees arriving in 2021.
community, work and leisure, a place made up of
Yet this moving heaven and earth, of
When representatives of the Refugee Network
the things that define who you are. Now, imagine
welcoming
the stranger, can be transformative for
gathered in July to discuss what key messages they
for a moment that you have become a refugee,
refugees and sponsors alike.
would like to share with Anglicans in Canada, they
defined by loss of place, of home, community and
“It is an opportunity to encounter ‘the other,’”
talked about the enormous global need for refugee
possibly even family. You have been forced to
explained the Rev. Scott McLeod, who coordinates
sponsorship; a need they are confronted with on a
flee and are now faced with the daunting task of
refugee sponsorship in the Diocese of Niagara. The
daily basis in the form of appeals for asylum.
moving heaven and earth to find safety, shelter, a
professional, cultural and other gifts that refugees
new place to call home.
bring to Canada, the
In its 2020 report,
group noted, are beyond
The United Nations High
measure. “Resilience,” said
Commission for Refugees
Townshend, “is a key word
(UNHCR) indicated that
when it comes to refugees.”
“Despite COVID-related
At the same time, they
movement restrictions and
are keenly aware that some
pleas from the international
refugees arrive in Canada
community for a [global]
deeply traumatised and in
ceasefire that would facilitate
need of large measures of
the COVID-19 response,
compassion and practical
displacement continued to
support. This can make
occur – and to grow. As a
for some very challenging
result, above one per cent
sponsorships, said
of the world’s population –
McLeod. “But that does
or 1 in 95 people – is now
not negate the legitimacy
forcibly displaced. This
of the refugee sponsorship
compares with 1 in 159 in
program which is
2010.”
legitimate in and of itself.”
Despite the growing
Indeed, long before
numbers of those seeking
the United Nations defined
asylum, the UNCHR also
who is a refugee, Jesus’
reported that “only 34,400
Judgement of the Nations
refugee (noun) a person who has been forced to leave their country
refugees were resettled to
spelled out clearly what
third countries in 2020…
in order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster (Oxford English
our response needs to be
This compares to 107,800
Dictionary); someone who is unable or unwilling to return to their country
to those who have moved
the year before and marks a
heaven and earth to begin
of origin owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons
dramatic 60 per cent decline of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or
anew in Canada:
– at a time when 1.4 million
‘Come, you that are
political opinion (1951 UN Refugee Convention)
refugees are estimated to be
blessed by my Father,
in need of resettlement.”
inherit the kingdom
As Jane Townshend of the Diocese of Huron
In mid-August, 640 Afghans crowded onto
prepared
for
you
from
the
foundation of the world;
noted, “During COVID, three or four parishes in
a U.S. Air Force CF-18 in a desperate attempt to
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
my diocese have come forward to say they would
find safety in another country. It was five times the
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
like to consider sponsoring a refugee family. I have
plane’s passenger capacity. The image flooding
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and
a waiting list of 300 refugee cases looking for a
news broadcasts and social media feeds was a
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care
sponsor.”
searing definition of moving heaven and earth.
of me, I was in prison and you visited me… Truly
The refugee coordinators also spoke about the
Here in Canada, there is a small group of
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
complexity of the needs of those seeking asylum.
Anglicans who, in less dramatic but no less
these who are members of my family, you did it to
No two cases are alike. This is compounded by
committed ways, go about the work of moving
me.’ (Matthew 25: 34b-36, 40)
a labyrinthine and painfully slow sponsorship
heaven and earth to bring to Canada those who
To learn more about refugee sponsorship in the
process.
have lost their heaven on earth. They are the
Edmonton
diocese, please visit https://edmonton.
“What is discouraging is the three-year wait
Refugee Coordinators for the 15 dioceses that
anglican.ca/pages/resources-refugees .
that can be soul-destroying for family members
hold Private Sponsorship Agreements with the
federal government’s Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada ministry. Some of them are lay
people, others ordained, some are paid, others are
volunteers. PWRDF provides modest networking
and advocacy support to this group known as the
PWRDF Refugee Network. Since COVID-19 hit,
the group has gathered regularly on Zoom to check
in, offer mutual support and mentoring and to
strategise.
In the Diocese of Edmonton, Jennifer
Alexander is taking over the role of Refugee

W

SUZANNE RUMSEY
PWRDF Public Engagement
Program Coordinator
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Welcoming newcomers to Canada with kindness and love
MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

I

t has been more than 20 years since a curiosity
about people and cultures prompted Gail
Millard to answer a refugee committee notice
in her parish newsletter The Grapevine.
“The ad said, ‘everyone is welcome,’ and I
said to my husband, ‘that’s exactly what I want to
do!’”
Millard was one of the first volunteers from
St. John the Evangelist to welcome a family from
Cambodia who had re-settled in north Edmonton.
“We were living in St. Albert at the time and drove
them to church each week” (in the south Edmonton
neighbourhood of Lendrum).
Her involvement progressed as SJE sponsored
more families and, one day, she approached
Bishop Victoria Matthews about becoming the
coordinator for the diocesan refugee sponsorship
ministry.
“It was as if I was supposed to do it,” she says.
“I kinda think the good Lord had a hand in it.”
The Diocese of Edmonton became a
Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH) more than
40 years ago as Canada welcomed more than
18,000 Cambodian refugees fleeing the Khmer
Rouge regime between1980 and 1992.
As a SAH, the diocese can sponsor refugees
itself or work with others in the community to
sponsor refugees. This means that every parish
in the diocese has the legal ability to sponsor
refugees. Sponsoring groups agree to provide
refugees with care, lodging, settlement assistance
and support for the duration of the sponsorship
period. Normally, this is 12 months starting from
the refugee’s arrival in Canada or until the refugee
becomes self-sufficient, whichever comes first.
At first there were only one or two churches
doing refugee sponsorships. But Millard’s
dream was that over time every parish could
become a sponsor. With Bishop Jane Alexander’s
encouragement, Millard began making visits to
parishes who indicated they would like to know
more about the refugee sponsorship program.

“

The really hard part
is we can’t help
everybody.”

Over the years, Millard
has kept in touch regularly
with families from Bosnia,
Eritrea, Rwanda, Somalia,
and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. “It’s
wonderful when families
we’ve sponsored years ago
have children who have
graduated, are applying to
university and are having
families of their own. I was
just visiting a family from
Rwanda. Their youngest
daughter is in high school
Diocesan refugee sponsorship coordinator Gail Millard is stepping back next month.
now and I was present for
The response was so overwhelmingly positive
her birth.”
that the work of matching refugee families with
“The really hard part is we can’t help
sponsor parishes, as well as helping families
everybody. The ones we can help are so resilient.
navigate the complex application process, became
Every one of them has some form of Posttoo much for Millard to handle on her own. She
Traumatic Stress Disorder. You would never
has been grateful for the help of other volunteers,
realise from meeting a couple from Eritrea, the
as well as members of the synod office.
horrors they went through: riding in the back of
“There’s always been a lot of paperwork but
a pick-up truck with 27 other people across the
up until a few years ago the application process
Sudan to get to Israel, with no food or water for
was fairly straightforward,” she says. “But
days. Can you imagine how bad things must be
bureaucracy has changed that.”
to go through that to get out of your country? It
Once the Canadian government qualifies a
absolutely amazes me and makes me so thankful
family for refugee sponsorship, the application is
that I live here.”
scrutinized by overseas officials. If approved, the
As she winds down her ministry, Millard has
applicant must complete an interview, medical
been working closely with Jennifer Alexander,
exam and security check which can take up to 24
in the Bishop’s office. She has also been grateful
months.
for the help of a young man named Anwar from
But the role of the refugee sponsorship
Somalia whose family was sponsored by St.
coordinator extends far beyond the application
John’s.
process, which is just the beginning of the
“He’s very interested in refugee sponsorship
coordinator’s involvement in helping refugee
and has been my computer guru for two or three
families become new Canadians. The coordinator
years now.”
helps sponsoring parishes connect refugees with
Millard says the opportunity to welcome
the support they need. Many refugees have health
families to Canada is what “keeps me going.”
concerns and all require support, such as finding
“The best part of all, is the privilege of
a family physician and dentist, help with locating
meeting families at the airport, whenever possible.
language interpreters, applying for provincial
It’s so heartwarming and uplifting to see families
health coverage, enrolling children in school
reunited.”
and adults in language training, searching for
As a young girl Gail Millard dreamt of
employment, as well as help with daily activities
becoming a missionary to share God’s love with
such as banking, transportation and grocery
others. She will retire as the Edmonton diocese’s
shopping.
refugee sponsorship coordinator on November
“Statistics say refugees sponsored and
19, her 75th birthday, having shown kindness to
supported by church groups and organisations
countless families in need of a helping hand. No
do better in their first 10 years after arriving in
doubt she will continue to do so as a member of St.
Canada than government sponsored refugees,” she
John’s refugee committee.
says.

Handwoven, crocheted and sewn textile a gift of comfort during pandemic continued
Continued from Front Page.
With no fewer than 15 looms in her collection
(some of which she uses to teach workshops
at Sorrento Centre in B.C. and in Edmonton),
Hurlburt is “extremely excited” for further
opportunities to work on communal and faithbased projects. Last summer she made a set of
three pieces she called “Sisters” (sister pieces
are woven on the same warp), for faith leaders
working together on social justice initiatives: a
stole (vestment) for Archdeacon Jordan Haynie
Ware, a hijab (headscarf worn by Islamic women)

for Nakita Valerio, and a Tallit (Jewish prayer
shawl) for Rabbi Gila Caine.
When she begins a project on a warp with
material and dimensions suitable for a hijab,
she makes one to give away. Valerio, whom she
has been friends with since they attended high
school together, is “my go-to person for random
questions, and she helps me give them to women
who can use a lift or a friendly gesture from a
Christian.”
Last spring, when four members of the Afzaal
family were murdered in London O.N., Hurlburt
raffled one of her woven hijabs, raising $600 for

Islamic Relief Canada.
“It’s my own little concrete way of trying
to counter islamophobia and build positive
connections,” she says. “Weaving for somebody
else involves empathy. You need to listen to them
and learn about them. It’s a good way of extending
yourself outside your own perspective.”
Individuals and parishes with a love of
crafting, and an interest in weaving are invited to
follow booj.wovens on Instagram, or email Alison
at booj@boojwovens.ca You can also browse
her collection of handwoven scarves, cowls and
throws at boojwovens.ca.
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PWRDF ‘ACTS’ in partnership to bring relief to Haiti

W

e are all
The Primate’s
familiar with
World Relief and
community
Development Fund
groups that work
(PWRDF) also
together for the
works with partners,
common good. I
and as part of a
recently read about
similar organisation,
a group of dedicated
ACT Alliance.
volunteers who have
ACT Alliance
grown the St. Albert
is a global alliance
Botanic Park from a
of more than 145
field to the beautiful
churches and related
DOROTHY
MARSHALL
garden it is today, for
organizations
PWRDF Representative
the benefit of their
working together
Diocese of Edmonton
community.
in more than 120
In my community
countries to create
of Camrose our Anglican Church
positive and sustainable change in
belongs to a group of churches that
the lives of poor and marginalised
work together, living out our faith,
people. When we work with these
for the benefit of the less fortunate.
trusted partners much can be
This non-profit organization has been
accomplished and the possibility of
working with the goal of providing
unnecessarily overlapping resources
opportunities for Christians to put
is diminished.
their faith into action. Today 20
A great example of this
Camrose churches support Neighbor
cooperative working relationship is
Aid and provide community outreach
the response to the devastation of the
by volunteering, hosting a free lunch
recent 7.2 magnitude earthquake in
called Martha’s Table, (as we do
Haiti. PWRDF announced an initial
at St. Andrew’s on Tuesdays), and
grant of $25,000 to the ACT Alliance
organising fundraisers. Neighbor Aid
to respond to the enormous impacts
runs the local food bank, the school
of the earthquake, the effects of
breakfast clubs, offers emergency
which were made even more serious
financial assistance, and volunteers
because they were followed by
give free rides to others with
Tropical Storm Grace.
specialty medical appointments.
More than 2,000 people died,
Everyone benefits from this
and approximately 60 per cent of
cooperation; together much is
the population of Haiti has been
accomplished, and resources are
affected, with thousands of homes
channeled to where the need is
damaged or destroyed. Some
greatest.
routes of communication, as well

Some of the devastation left in Haiti by a 7.2 magnitude earthquake and Tropical Storm Grace.

as infrastructure including roads
have also been damaged, which will
affect the relief operations. Some
communities are now only accessible
by air or boat due to roads damaged
or blocked by the earthquake or
the subsequent landslides. Haiti
is a country facing a multitude of
challenges. Working with a trusted
partner who is aware of the situation
is important.
ACT Alliance partners who
were already working on the ground
in Haiti were ready for action and
immediately aware of the most
pressing needs on the ground.
They began distributing emergency
supplies, and providing water, shelter
and psychosocial care. The needs
assessment is ongoing and we can
trust that the funds earmarked for
this project will go where intended.

How can you help?
First, pray for the people of
Haiti. PWRDF will monitor the
situation and stay in contact with our
partners to determine the best way to
support emergency relief.
To donate online to the Haiti
relief effort, please go to pwrdf.org/
give-today and click on Emergency
Response, then add “Haiti
earthquake” to the notes section.
You may also send a cheque with the
memo “Haiti Earthquake” to
80 Hayden St. Toronto, Ontario,
M4Y 3G2.
If you would like more
information about the work of
PWRDF or how you can become
involved as a volunteer in your
parish, please contact Dorothy
Marshall, Diocesan Rep at
pwrdf@edmonton.anglican.ca

Christians called to action for World Food Day, October 16
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
Diocese of Edmonton

he Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations created World Food
Day to commemorate its founding in
Quebec City, October 16, 1945. The
goal of the FAO is to free humanity
from hunger and malnutrition, and to
effectively manage the global food
system. World Food Day events are
organised in more than 150 countries
across the world, making it one of
the most celebrated days of the UN
calendar. These events are planned to
raise awareness of world hunger and
poverty, and to inspire change.
We can all play our part to end
global hunger. As Christians our
faith and hope can move us into
action. We can align our hearts with
God and his love for the poor and
hungry. We can pray, and work with
God through learning, giving, and
advocating, as we discern how to

T

Did you know?
•
•
•
•
•

1 in 9 people in the world don’t have enough food to
eat, and that number is increasing annually.
700,000 people go to bed hungry each night.
70% of the world’s hungry are farmers, and the
majority of these are women.
World hunger is increasing due to conflict and
changing climate.
COVID-19 has created serious challenges for people
at home and abroad, with disruptions to food supply
chains and economic slowdown increasing food
insecurity.

use the resources we have at our
disposal.
In the month of October, the
Diocesan Social Justice Committee
will be offering a series of resources
to help parishes engage with the
topic of food security. There will be
worship resources appropriate for
use on Thanksgiving Sunday or at
any other time, as well as links to
learning and study resources. These

will be downloadable
on the diocesan
website: www.
edmonton.anglican.
ca. We hope you
will find them useful
as you explore this
important topic.
Watch in the Synod
Scene to see when
they are available.
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Diocese remembers much-loved Knowledge Keeper

M

MESSENGER Staff

embers of the Indigenous
Ministry Team of the
Edmonton diocese took
part in a ribbon skirt workshop, on
August 14, at St. Faith’s Anglican
Church. Indigenous Knowledge
Keeper and community leader
Roxanne Tootoosis led the workshop,
sharing teachings about the ribbon
skirt and her love of the traditions of
her people, the Plains Cree.
Tragically, only two weeks later,
on Sunday, August 29, Tootoosis
died due to complications from
COVID-19.
The Diocese of Edmonton
released the following statement on
September 1, 2021:
“It is with deep respect that the
Diocese of Edmonton acknowledges
the passing of Roxanne Tootoosis,
Indigenous Knowledge Keeper and
Community Leader. Our church

had the honour of
receiving teachings
from Roxanne
and our lives were
enlarged and blessed
by the love and
humility with which
she shared her life
and knowledge.
Her grace and
kindness in fostering
genuine relationship
has forever shaped
how our church
community
understands
and lives out
reconciliation and
Pictured from left Linda Reinholdt, Justine Dyck, Roxanne Tootoosis, Roxanne’s oskâpêwis Anyka, Fiona Brownlee,
decolonization.
Evatta Enright, Ruth Sesink-Bott, Madeleine Urion, Stephanie London, Alexandra Meek, and Jordan Haynie Ware
Roxanne taught us
model ribbon skirts created in a workshop led by Tootoosis on August 14.
that the humility
can bring true reconciliation and
carry forward all that she taught us
and courage
change to the institutions that shape
and the spirit of kindness, caring and
of individuals seeking to heal
our
common
life.
We
will
gratefully
inclusion she taught it with.”
themselves and their communities

Orange spray paint calls local Anglicans to “Remember”
DAVID HOLEHOUSE
St. Thomas, Sherwood Park

O

ver the summer, someone
scrawled the word
“REMEMBER” in bright,
orange spray paint on the side of
St. Thomas’ Anglican Church in
Sherwood Park.
The act mirrors a national
outcry over the frequent failure of
Canadians to remember, or even be
aware of, the history of hostility,
neglect and violence that marks our
shared journey with First Peoples.
“We could have quickly washed
off or painted over the graffiti,”
says the Rt. Rev. Steve London,
then rector of St Thomas’ and now
bishop of the Anglican Diocese of
Edmonton. “But we thought, how,
and why, can you wash away this
painful part of our shared history?
We decided to leave the writing
for the time being, and renew our
effort to truly remember, and keep
working to rebuild relationship with
our Indigenous brothers and sisters.”
As part of this effort, local
parishioners and Anglicans from
around the Edmonton diocese
travelled to Frog Lake First
Nation in northeastern Alberta in
August. The trip by coach and car
was organised by Sherwood Park
resident Fred Matthews, who is
of Mohawk-Scottish heritage and
who pastors the Anglican faith
community in Frog Lake. The day
included a visit to the interpretive
trail at the national historic site

The spray-painted message “REMEMBER” covers the exterior west wall of St. Thomas’ Anglican
Church in Sherwood Park. The parish chose not to immediately remove it.

commemorating the loss of life on
both sides in 1885 and the ensuing
years. This was followed by a
warm welcome at the Frog Lake
Pow Wow, a dramatic explosion
of colourful regalia, dancing and
drumming.
Previously, in June 2019, former
Bishop of Edmonton Jane Alexander
visited the community of Frog Lake
to extend a heartfelt apology from
both the Anglican Church of Canada
and the Edmonton diocese:
“In my 10 years as the Bishop of
Edmonton, I did not come to Frog
Lake. I did not see the condition
of the church and the cemetery; I
did not see the pain that our lack of
relationship caused.
“We apologise for the state of
disrepair of the church building in
Frog Lake, and deeply regret the
hurt caused by the brokenness of our
relationship. For all these things I
am truly sorry.
“I am humbled and

overwhelmed by the openness of
this community in their willingness
to hear our apology. Chief Desjarlais
and the Band of Frog Lake have
been incredibly gracious in allowing
us to meet with them, to hear us,
and to be open to conversation as
we try to rebuild the relationship
between the Anglican Church and
the community of Frog Lake. It is
my sincere hope that we are able
move forward together, in spirit, in
the land, and in community.”
Before retiring as bishop two
years later, she appointed Fred
Matthews as lay-reader-in-charge of
worship and pastoral care in Frog
Lake. In addition to leading inperson worship in the community,
he has welcomed upwards of 300
people to online services.
The community’s Bible, written
in Cree syllabics and removed when
a previous minister left, was found
in the care of a parishioner in the
diocese. Bishop Jane returned the

Bible to Chief Greg Desjarlais. It is
now kept in the Chief and Council’s
meeting rooms at Frog Lake.
Meanwhile, back at St Thomas’
in Sherwood Park, parishioners
intend to build a small medicine
wheel around a chokecherry
tree they planted as a symbol
of the parish’s commitment to
reconciliation. In 2014, and at the
suggestion of an elder, Bishop Jane
and Bishop Sixbert Macumi of
Buyé diocese, blessed and gifted
a chokecherry tree to every parish
in the diocese during an ordination
service (which included an elder’s
honour song and smudge ceremony)
at All Saints’ Cathedral in
Edmonton. Since then, St. Thomas’
reconciliation team has led many
initiatives to further learning and
understanding.
All of this continues work that
goes back to at least 1993, when
Archbishop Michael Peers, then
head of the Anglican Church in
Canada, apologised to the National
Native Convocation for the
Church’s role in running residential
schools: “I know how often you
have heard words which have been
empty because they have not been
accompanied by actions. I pledge to
you my best efforts, and the efforts
of our church at the national level,
to walk with you along the path of
God’s healing,” he said.
“We cannot change our past, but
we can work to change our future,”
says Bishop Steve London. “And we
start by saying - yes, we remember.”
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Openness to interfaith interaction subject of Holy Envy
MARION BULMER
St. Thomas’, Sherwood Park

oly Envy is the latest book
written by the Episcopalian
priest Barbara Brown Taylor
who has, for the last 20 years, taught
at a small college in Georgia.
Brown Taylor taught a course
at Piedmont College that changed
her, and many of her students,
fundamentally. From her first go at
teaching Religion 101 until her last
course 20 years later, both her course
instruction and those learning from
it, changed.
She felt the biggest impact on
students was not the text, not the inclass material, but the act of visiting
other faiths and worshipping with
them in their place of worship, and
afterwards often staying to talk and
visit with their hosts.
When she began teaching the
course, she found students cautious,
almost afraid to engage with the
material, for fear their own faith

H

would be
disrupted.
Even Brown
Taylor
wondered if
she should be
immersing her
students in
different faith
traditions?
Rural Georgia
at one time
was fundamentally Christian.
By 2020, her classes became
more diverse. Jewish and Muslim
students brought their own
perspectives which resulted in richer
conversation. Brown Taylor and
her students found themselves both
challenged by and envious of some
aspects of one other’s faith.
Often in exploring the edges of
another faith – even envying some
aspects - one is challenged to further
critique and understood one’s own
faith position. The author writes of

being born
again into
her own
tradition.
The book
illustrates
the lack of
aggressive
evangelism
of practicing
Jews, the
faithful
practice of prayer by Muslims,
the accepting nature of those who
practice Hinduism, the non-violent,
peace-seeking ways of Buddhists.
It is also important to note that,
just as the author gained insight from
her students of different Christian
denominations, when encountering
a person of another faith you are
meeting just one representative of
that faith. Our understanding of the
human condition begins with our
own assumptions, or worldview,
which shape our responses. (p. 7)

I was particularly struck by this
notion of Judaism, that God had a
covenant with the Jewish people and
that this covenant with Jews exists
inside God’s inclusive covenant with
all people. (p. 89)
The professor and author found
that many of her students were
challenged by other faiths, and they
became kinder and more thoughtful
in the process of learning about
and participating in different faith
rituals. It was not so much that they
could tell you the main tenants of
each faith, but they had entered into
sacred places and were changed.
They met the other, just as Jesus
repeatedly met with the other and
included all within the scope of his
compassion.
North America, and I would
suggest the Western World, is a
testing ground for recognising and
often appreciating, maybe even
envying, a rich diversity of faithful
practices.

Holy Trinity participates in unveiling of Anne Frank statue

H

MESSENGER Staff

oly Trinity Anglican Church
(HTAC) in Edmonton,
the regimental church for
the Southern Alberta Light Horse
(SALH), and the Rev. Danielle Key,
rector and padre, were invited to take
part in the unveiling and dedication
of a bronze statue of diarist Anne
Frank in Light Horse Park, on
August 8.
During the Second World War,
in 1944/45, SALH troops were an
integral part of the liberation of the
Netherlands from Nazi occupation,
especially during the brutal Battle of
The Scheldt including the liberation
of Welberg (Steenbergen).
“It was a truly spectacular event
with so many different people from
different backgrounds gathering
together to witness the unveiling of
a statue of a truly remarkable young
girl who stood for inclusion, peace
and love,” said Key.
The Dutch Canadian Club of
Edmonton commissioned the statue
of Anne Frank, which is a replica
of a work done in 1960 by Dutch
sculptor Pieter d’Hont for the
Netherlands city of Utrecht.
“It was a tremendous blessing
to be able to be part of something so
much bigger than ourselves and our
communities as the unveiling truly
showed how one person can have an
influence worldwide.”
“During the event we were live
with a Dutch community in the

Netherlands who rang their peace
bell simultaneously with SALH
troops ringing our peace bell and
it was so touching and moving,”
said Key who was invited to give a
blessing with Pastor Erin Thomas
of Trinity Lutheran Church in Old
Strathcona.
“Today we praise you, Lord,
for the gifts of the Spirit bestowed
on Anne Frank. May we follow in
the footsteps of Anne remembering
that words are stronger than bullets
and grenades, remembering how
wonderful it is that nobody need wait
a single moment before starting to
improve the world, that no one has
ever become poor by giving and to
live in a manner in which we don’t
think of all the misery but, instead,

we think of all the
beauty that still remains
here on earth.
“We, therefore,
bless this statue in your
name; that it shall be
a place where people
can come, reflect,
remember, and listen
to your voice and
the voice that Anne
professed – a voice of
peace, a voice of love,
a voice of charity, and
a voice of grace. In the
name of the Creator, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit
– be all honour and
glory, world without end. Amen.”
You can watch the dedication of

the Anne Frank statue on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RDsJRRTZwsY

Manna Market Celebrates Third Anniversary
Manna Market has been in operation at All Saints’ Anglican Cathedral for three years and marked the occasion, on September
1, 2021, with celebratory cookies placed lovingly in each bag of groceries. Manna Market has adapted and changed to serve
the downtown community throughout the pandemic, currently reaching about 55 people each week.
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Ecumenical partners essential in discussion of Eucharist
The Rev. Canon Dr. Scott Sharman
Canon Theologian-in-Mission
Ecumenical & Interfaith Coordinator
Diocese of Edmonton

This abridged essay originally titled
“The Eucharist Belongs to None
Alone: A Reflection on the Question
of Online Communion During the
COVID-19 Pandemic” is reprinted
with permission from Eucharistic
Practice & Sacramental Theology in
Pandemic Times, Anglican Church
of Canada, 2021.

L

ike few other topics in
theology, reflection on the
Eucharist is ecumenical. This
is so because there is no such thing
as the ‘Anglican Eucharist’ or the
‘Reformed Eucharist’ or the ‘Roman
Eucharist’ – there is just ‘The
Eucharist’ that belongs to the Lord.
Whatever we might do or not do in
this area of church life, therefore,
has an impact on our fellow baptised
members of the Body of Christ, and
thus it ought only be contemplated
in conversation with, and in
accountability to, our ecumenical
siblings.
The Anglican Church of Canada
has ecumenical relationships with
a wide variety of other Christian
denominations. Across the ecclesial
spectrum, our partners have wanted
to talk to us about how we are
handling Holy Communion during
the pandemic, and to share what
the debates are on this matter in
their own churches. Of course,
on the ground, everyone has been
trying to process the impact of this
experience and the questions it raises
in their own spiritual life, often
in conversation with ecumenical
contacts and friends as well.
A key point of discussion is
around whether the preferable option
is participating in online communion
with a “spiritual communion” only
(i.e., watching the reception of
elements in another place but not
partaking in them physically at
home), versus online communion
with “remote consecration” (i.e.,
bringing your own bread and wine
to be prayed over and consecrated
through digital mediation and
then partaking in it physically in
your own home). It is not good
for Anglicans to think on these
things alone. The existence of our
ecumenical relationships ought to
give us a measure of pause prior to
any kind of potential development,
or non-development, in our
Eucharistic thinking and practice –
not only during this pandemic time
but also beyond. But I also want to

Eucharistic Practice & Theology in Pandemic Times is a collection of essays from 45 Canadian
Anglican contributors. It is available as a free download at www.anglican.ca/faith/ministry/
pandemic-times/ or in print form for $21.95 from the Anglican Church of Canada online
bookstore: anglican.gilmore.ca

emphasise that this pause may be
one which nudges us in more than
one direction, depending on which
partners we are in dialogue with.
On the one hand, our ecumenical
accountability suggests we should
act with a healthy prudence and
restraint when it comes to new
thinking about the Lord’s Table.
This pandemic came upon us
quickly, though it has lasted much
longer than perhaps most of us
ever thought. Still, it registers as
barely a blip on the radar in the
2,000-year scope of Church history.
It is wise not to rush to judgment
just because something seems
like the most pressing thing in the
moment. In addition to this, much
of the pandemic time has seen
people and churches and leaders of
churches working in crisis mode.
To attempt a substantial rethinking
of a sacramental practice which
is so deeply connected to bedrock
aspects of the Christian faith (ex.
the Incarnation, the Resurrection,
theological anthropology, the
nature of the Church, etc.) in the
middle of widespread confusion and
uncertainty only enhances feelings
of concern.
Therefore, many of our
ecumenical partners speak
powerfully to us of the value of
preserving the stability of tradition
during times of challenge. This is
not the moment, they caution, to
be calling into question
the core foundations of
one of the most central
practices of the faith,
or for one group of
Christians to strike off
into experimentation
without waiting for
the others. This is a
season for unity and
consistency.
However, other
ecumenical conversation

partners can challenge in the other
direction. The Holy Spirit has
often moved in unexpected ways
during times of great upheaval and
transition, they remind us, and it
is the task of the people of God to
embrace the new things that become
possible and necessary in the world
we find ourselves in. If a pandemic
is forcing Christians to keep
distance from one another, but the
technology at our disposal allows
us to experience a form of mediated
togetherness, why should we not
seek to ‘keep the feast’ as best
we can? Some of our ecumenical
partners, therefore, exhort us that
surely the digital realm is not an
insurmountable obstacle to the grace
of God, and wonder why we would
unnecessarily deprive ourselves of a
means of that grace simply because
it moves us into uncharted territory.
We do well, I believe, to hear
the voices of our fellow baptised
siblings, and to respect them in our
own discernment. Central to the
Anglican ethos at various moments
in history has been a desire not
to fall into sharply defined eitherors, but to hold what some wish to
portray as polarised options together
in a dynamic tension in the hopes
of learning something from each. I
think this is one of those times.
Anglicans have also often
sought to carry ourselves as a
community of Christians deeply

committed to maintaining a family
resemblance with our ancestors in
the faith, but never slavishly so.
We prefer to preserve the ancient
traditions, provided they continue
to authentically and effectively
communicate Gospel truth and grace
to people in ways they can receive.
But if the time and place and
circumstances have shifted to the
point that ‘the way we have always
done things’ is no longer working
as an evangelistic and missional
vehicle, then it ought to be reformed
and renewed. Such is the balance we
strive to strike.
As merely one Anglican
voice, I do not profess to have
the answers about what forms of
digital participation in the Eucharist
are possible, or valuable, or
harmful, or anything else. I affirm
wholeheartedly submission to the
present discernment of the bishops
and councils of our church as the
most essential place to begin any
new reflection. But I also think it
is critically important to keep the
lines of ecumenical conversation
and consideration open, to invite
and welcome all perspectives into
the discussion, and to genuinely
imagine this discernment may not
be settled for all time. This is true
not only now but going forward.
While the presenting issue at this
time might be the impact of physical
distancing on the celebration of
Holy Communion, questions about
the nature of online community,
the difference between physical
and digital presence, technology’s
impact on the connections between
the physical and spiritual, the
evolving roles of clerical and lay
ministers, and so on, will not be
going away.
As we carry on that task of
perpetually taking council in these
and other matters, let us ensure we
do so with ecumenical voices in
mind; both those that urge unity and
consistency, and those that call for
boldness and adaptability. We need
them all.
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Lougheed celebrates return of a much-loved tradition
MESSENGER Staff
The parish of St. John’s, Sedgewick
welcomed an interdenominational
congregation together for Sunday
worship at the Iron Creek Museum in
the Village of Lougheed on August 8.
All Saints’ Anglican Church, once
the community church in the rural
community of Lougheed, (located
200 kms southeast of Edmonton), and
once part of a five-point parish charge
shared by Killam, Sedgewick, Hardisty
and Hughenden, was moved to the
museum grounds a few years after the
building was deconsecrated in 1993.
“It’s a beautiful tradition that
we’ve been unable to celebrate the
last two years due to COVID,” says the
Rev. Chelsy Bouwman, Canon Pastor for

Rural Ministry in the Edmonton diocese.
The church seats around 30 people
and is home to a vintage pump organ
which was played as the congregation
sang about rain, crops, and harvest.
Bouwman, who led the creationthemed service, shared the story of
the “Vine and the Branches” with the
children in attendance.
After worshipping together, folks
were invited to walk the grounds of
the museum or relax on a bench with
friends. The Iron Creek Museum is
home to several refurbished buildings
from the surrounding agricultural
communities, antique farm equipment,
as well as the museum’s resident
chickens: Brownie, Reddish, Daisy and
Fluffy.

Long-time Friends Perform at
Christ Church Concert Series
MESSENGER Staff
More than 150 people were
treated to a relaxing evening of music
in the gardens of Christ Church on
August 4. The event, part of a summer
concert series at Christ Church,
featured the Rev. Dr. Ann Salmon on
flute and piccolo, accompanied by
parish music ministry coordinator
Dr. Joy Berg on piano. Berg also led
“Psalms in the Garden: Questions and
Convictions – Our Garden in the House
of Faith” on Wednesday mornings
throughout the summer.
Many will remember Salmon from
her time as rector of the Anglican/
Lutheran parish in Edson. Now retired
as Dean of the Lutheran Theological

Seminary, Ann lives in Saskatoon
with her husband Carl Rausch. For
the concert, she was joined by her
son David Salmon who graduated
this spring with a Bachelor of Music
degree from the University of Alberta
Augustana Campus. Together they
performed “The Elephant and the Fly,”
by Henri Kling, with Ann on piccolo and
David on tuba.
The garden concert series (also
featuring performances by members of
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra and
Folk musician Martin Kerr) concluded
for the season on a rainy evening,
September 1, with music performed
in the church hall by Robert Howey on
bass clarinet; accompanied by Megan
Crane on piano.

Photos: Chelsy Bouwman

St. Tim’s Invites Neighbours
to Enjoy the Sound of Swing
MESSENGER Staff
St. Timothy’s Anglican Church
in Edmonton welcomed community
members to an outdoor concert by the
Edmonton Swing Band on Thursday,
August 12.
“It was so much fun … one can
hardly keep from smiling listening to
that big band stuff,” says St. Tim’s
Rector’s Warden Nancy Grantham Saha
who sent personal invitations to church

Photos: Margaret Glidden

neighbours, including Moravians,
Lutherans, and the west-central
Edmonton Anglican churches of St.
Paul’s and Christ Church.
Audience members brought their
lawn chairs, blankets, and dancing
shoes to enjoy the music of the
Edmonton Swing Band and saxophonist
Bill Faulder (pictured front row, second
from the left), a member of the band
and of St. Tim’s!

Photo: Nancy Grantham Saha

