
 

Lay Preachers’ Bulletin – September 2021  
 
September’s lectionary notes have been provided by The Rev. Dr. Catherine 
L. Holland, Big Sky Anglican Parish, Oyen & New Brigden. 
 
 
Welcome to September!  These are a few comments that inform some of the 
background of this month’s lections.  Our lectionary has in recent weeks, 
returned us to the Gospel of Mark after some time with John’s discourse 
around the feeding of the five-thousand and the revelation of Jesus as the 
bread of life, and the invitation to come and feed on the food he offers for the 
health of our souls. 
 
The focus of the gospel of Mark is preaching “the good news of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God” (Mk. 1:1).  It is important to Mark that people come to 
recognize Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ, the Saviour.  Mark is known for 
what is named the “messianic secret”.  Many of his stories tell of Jesus urging 
those he has healed or cleansed not to tell anyone.  Mark identifies Jesus, 
as the Son of God right from the first verse of his gospel for the benefit of the 
reader.  However, his story telling, his recounting of the stories and actions 
of Jesus, teach the participants in the story that the fullness of Jesus’ identity 
as the Saviour can only be realized after he undergoes “great suffering and 
be rejected by the elders… and be killed, and after three days rise again” 
(8:31).  The merit to Mark’s messianic secret is that it acknowledges that the 
disciples were raised in a long-held tradition that the Messiah was to be a 
mighty military king who would use the power of the sword to liberate the 
‘children of Israel.’  They had no real point of reference of a suffering servant 
Saviour, and it would take time for them to at least begin to understand that 
their salvation would not be according to the long-held beliefs of their faith 
community.   
 
In addition, Jesus’ call for silence was likely for the protection of his followers 
and those he healed.  They lived under Roman rule.  Soldiers could be 
present at any place at any time.  Jesus and his followers travelled to the 
villages of Caesarea Philippi – Roman strongholds (8:27).  The Romans 



 

were aware of the Jewish belief of the mighty military king messiah.  
Therefore, any reference to the presence of the Messiah was considered the 
beginning of an unlawful insurrection. 
 
The epistle readings are from the letter of James. Most of these passages 
seem to be James preaching the teaching from the same day’s appointed 
gospel.  It may be worthy of a comment at times to note some of those 
connections. 
 
I also want to note a place that informs some of the questions I pose around 
the readings.  My Doctor of Ministry work centred on the contribution of the 
church to its wider community.  This work pushed me out of my comfort zone 
to ask the wider community about the role my parish has and ought to have.  
So, I have posed questions about a parish’s ministry to its neighbours.  
Those questions may not spark a reasonable presentation if they are first 
encountered on a Saturday night.  However,  they may offer a reflection of 
the great work Christ is doing or is inviting a parish to do, if one has an 
opportunity to ask friends, neighbours, fellow parishioners their thoughts and 
dreams about the work of their parish prior to the Saturday night crunch.   
 
Blessings to you and may Christ guide the words of your mouth and 
meditation of your heart. 
 
Catherine+ 
 
The Rev. Dr. Catherine L. Holland 
Big Sky Anglican Parish, Oyen & New Brigden. 
 
  



 

September 5, 2021 – Pentecost 16 
James 2:1-17;  Mark 7:24-37 
 
The two stories in our gospel for this week are of Jesus’ ministry to some 
Gentiles – those outside of the orthodox Jewish faith.  It would be appropriate 
to concentrate on just one of the healing stories.  However, there is also merit 
in exploring some of the themes common to both. 
 
The Syrophoenician Woman (v. 24-30) 
The passage is a troublesome one because of the banter between Jesus 
and this distraught mother.  It is difficult to picture Jesus, the Son of God, as 
one who would insult, and question whether he should heal or not.  For the 
most part, I would recommend not dwelling upon reasons for the banter.  
There seems to be a different explanation for every Biblical commentary out 
there.  Personally, I think the offering that Jesus may have quoted a cliché 
or proverb of his time to query the woman’s motives is along the right track.  
We do not know the whole context.  Jesus was visiting in Gentile territory 
and didn’t want the public to know.  Jesus often sought out places to be alone 
to pray and to teach his disciples.  Having this woman come and bow down 
and beg for her daughter’s health likely startled the whole household.  Jesus’ 
response takes us aback.   
 
• But was it unreasonable for Jesus to question the woman’s motives?  

Given her Greek heritage, was he the god of convenience for the day?  
I think her reply was a brilliant statement of faith.  Her submission, 
persistence, and expectant trust say a lot about times of seeking the 
Divine in moments of crisis.  Her response to Jesus may have been said 
in an angry tone; but she did not back down on her faith and belief that 
Jesus was indeed the saving help she and her daughter needed.  Do we 
not scream in times of our own distress? 

 
• The woman’s response:  “even the dogs under the table eat the 

children’s crumbs” invites us to consider what we do may leave crumbs 
that point to Jesus.  Jesus identified himself as a Jew to the Gentile 
(Greek) woman.  His response to her may have simply been a way of 



 

saying:  are you sure I’m the person you are looking for?  Somehow, she 
knew, somehow she had picked up some ‘crumbs’ that told her about 
Jesus.  Where would some of those crumbs come from?  Tyre was near 
Galilee; geography certainly helped her to be close to some of the ‘Jesus 
stories.’  What could she have witnessed or heard that taught her 
enough about Jesus to be bold enough to reach out him the way she 
did?  In our everyday living, what crumbs to we leave in our wake that 
others might recognize our Christianity, or witness something about 
Jesus? 

 
The Deaf man of the Decapolis (Mark 7:31-37) 
 
This story too is in Gentile territory.  It is a miracle story that points to Jesus’ 
identity as the Saviour.  His healing touch says a lot to those around him.  
Jesus’ healing touch changed the man’s life.  He could hear, he could speak 
clearly.  He did not have to live on the margins anymore.  What was he saved 
from?  What was next for his life? 
 
• He could not hide behind not hearing anymore.  After gaining his ‘ears 

to hear’, he had to learn to listen differently.  What might that say for us; 
are we as attentive to hearing what is being said, especially if it is 
something we don’t want to hear but it is something we know is right.  
Something important a spouse, or child has to say?  Encouragement 
from a co-worker to improve our quality of work?  Can we offer these 
words to Christ for his help to hear the call of the Divine to be present, 
to work at being the best we have been created to be? 

 
• The deaf man’s tongue was released.  Now he could speak, he could 

make clear his needs, his wants, his gratitude, his sense of blessing.  Do 
we get tongue tied when its time to have a difficult discussion or must 
ask the hard questions?  A medical diagnosis? A marriage proposal?  A 
change in lifestyle?  So much of our living depends upon not only being 
heard, but also being able to speak what we want to be heard.  Are there 
times to take Jesus aside away from the busyness and allow his touch 
to clear our minds, and offer the words? 



 

 
The passage as a whole has some interesting paths to explore: 
 
• Jesus went to Tyre, entered a house and “did not want anyone to know 

he was there.”  It is not uncommon to read in the gospels that Jesus has 
retreated from the crowds.  He goes off to pray, he takes his disciples to 
places where he can teach them, he seeks rest for his body and spirit.  
But, he is not hidden.  He is easily found. And, he responds.   

 
• Both stories are about the irrepressibility of the reign and power of God 

in Jesus.  Both stories point to the “messianic secret”.  Jesus could not 
be hid in Tyre and even though he urged the deaf man and his cohort to 
be silent and not speak of the healing… they did.  These stories affirm 
that through persistent faith, there is no hiding the revelation of Jesus. 

 
• Both stories tell of ministry of inclusion of all people – no matter how 

limited their understanding of Christ’s Way.  Neither story tells that the 
people who came to Jesus followed him after he granted them the 
healing they requested.  These healings may have prompted the 
question Jesus was asked at a different time “who is my neighbour?”  
When do we inadvertently exclude people because they are not “one of 
us” and we assume they don’t share some of our interests or values?  
When are we polite to those whose speech we don’t understand and 
smile nicely, nod our heads thinking it would be hurtful to keep asking 
them to repeat what they are saying?   A visiting Bishop from Africa once 
told a story of receiving those polite nods and smiles only to overhear 
someone say later they didn’t understand a word he said.  He graciously 
told the community; it was more hurtful to not care enough to let him be 
heard.   

 
 
  



 

September 12, 2021 – Pentecost 16 
Mark 8:27-38 
 
We encounter in today’s pericope Jesus asking his disciples “Who do you 
say that I am?” (8:29).  In keeping with Mark’s theme, the only reply from the 
disciples is Peter’s “you are the Messiah” – the Saviour.   
 
• Traditionally, preachers would ask the congregation to answer the 

question:  Who do you say that Jesus is?  An important reflection to have 
at any time.  As we grow in our Christian faith, our response to that 
question may take on a fuller meaning.   

 
• While Mark emphasized Peter’s declaration of faith, other people, 

according to the disciples, name several significant prophets along with 
John the Baptist.  Other people outside of the “inner circle” had a 
different perception of Jesus.  What can we draw from this perception – 
to see Jesus as a significant prophet?  To hear of Jesus from outside of 
our traditional perceptions. 

 
• To reflect upon Jesus as our Saviour – what does that mean to us?  For 

the people of Jesus’ day, their understanding and hope for a Saviour 
was that of the mighty military king who would remove them from the 
oppressive political regimes they constantly found themselves under.  In 
Jesus’ day, it was the Romans, but their history was one of in and out of 
exile with the Babylonians and other warring nations.  So, is our question 
today:  Saved from what?  Sin, death, and hell could be our first (and 
often expected) answer.  But how does that move us to engage in 
Christ’s mission to feed the hungry, work for justice, to saturate our 
community with what God desires it to be etc…? How would we answer 
the question:  Saved for what?   

 
• When Jesus asked the question “who do people say that I am?” it could 

be seen as a way to identify the next steps in his ministry.  Recall that in 
the culture of his day, people’s identity and vocation was defined by the 



 

family of origin and thus the community’s perception, rather by an 
individual’s sense of calling or ambitions.  Community perception of our 
faith tradition and parishes is very important in modern times.  Probably 
more so with the recent identification of unmarked, unregistered graves 
at Residential Schools.  If you asked people who live near your church 
– your parish’s neighbours – what are they saying about you (St. ???’s 
church)?  If you asked – what do you think we could do to help our 
neighbourhood – would that help you to identify next steps in ministry?  
It’s an interesting opportunity to directly ask; it can be a very uplifting and 
holy experience to just go out and ask and listen.   It can be very 
energizing for the congregation to hear “who people say you are”.  Jesus 
set the example – he asked.  Why don’t we?   

 
• The call to take up one’s cross is a daunting one.  Is this a call to a more 

disciplined life? Or, for putting up with burdens and responsibilities?    
 
• Are our family, friends, neighbours expected to carry their burdens 

alone?  If picking up ones’ cross is being prepared to pour one’s life into 
the way of Jesus and his gospel, how do we bring life and hope to those 
who are carrying the weight of heavy burdens?   

 
• What does it mean to carry your cross?  Is it one discipline among many 

or the centre of life, faith, hope and love? 
 
 
September 19, 2021 – Pentecost 17 
James 3:13 – 4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 
 
It is difficult not to link the epistle and gospel readings for today.  Both are 
about understanding Jesus and what Jesus demands of us. 
 
The gospel reading for today begins with Jesus taking time to teach his 
disciples.  He is continuing to teach them that the Messiah is not a mighty 
military king, but the one who will be betrayed and killed human hands yet 



 

will rise again after three days.  The disciples didn’t understand, and they 
didn’t want to ask him.  They knew the answer, they didn’t like the answer; it 
wasn’t what they grew up knowing or understanding; it was contrary to their 
beliefs and traditional prayers.  As James said: “you do not have 
[understanding], because you do not ask (Js 4:2d). 
 
• In the life of your community of faith, what questions are going unasked?  

For example:  We are in this time in our Diocese of finding our missional 
voices.  The trouble is, there is no one way to define what it means to 
be missional. Has your community / parish wrestled with what that 
means for you? What are the various expectations within the parish?  
Has anyone taken time to ask individuals what they understand?  Are 
you afraid of the answers?  Are you afraid your answer is unacceptable?  
What teaching can be offered to the congregation that will ultimately 
invite questions and comments shared “without a trace of partiality” (Js. 
3:17).   

 
• What are some of the common questions that people may ask about 

Christian faith, the work of the Church etc.? what makes people afraid 
to ask these questions?  It is worth noting that we cannot assume that 
all people understand the workings and culture of the Church and our 
Christian faith.  Some people may be our friends, but when it comes to 
our Christianity, we may be speaking unfamiliar language.  What can 
create that place where “all questions are good questions” and it doesn’t 
matter how many times they are asked.  At the very least the disciples 
must have been privately discussing, questioning, and puzzling over 
Jesus’ teaching about the fate of their Messiah.   Who are the wise who 
can offer responses to the questions?  How are ‘the wise’ encouraged 
to share their wisdom. 

 
It seems Jesus’ disciples argued over who held the greatest wisdom in 
their group (v. 34).  In response to their argument, Jesus upended their 
known world.  The greatest would be like a child.  In Mark’s Day, the 
Greek word for servant, diakonos, meant the lowest of all servants; the 
servants who served the meals.  Thus, for Jesus, the greatest would be 



 

like a servant that would serve meals and would only get to eat whatever 
is left over after the table service was done.  Again, here is the call to 
impartiality.  Again, here is the call to humility. 
 

• How does your congregation serve your community? Neighbourhood? 
Members of the congregation? What are your pastoral ministries?   

 
• Or … is your community discerning its ministries, or praying for 

something new?  If something new, does something else have to ‘give’ 
way?  What are the prayers, hopes and dreams that you are offering, or 
are afraid to offer…? What is realistic for your community? 

 
• It is also appropriate to see Jesus’ attention to a child as bringing 

awareness and attention to the vulnerable around us.  Who are the 
vulnerable in your community / neighbourhood? Is everyone welcome in 
the parish; how are ‘the least’ made to feel like ‘the most’?  What voice 
can you, do you, or wish to use to advocate for the vulnerable?   

 
• The questions that were on the disciples’ (and our) minds are often 

stumbling blocks to our expressing/ sharing our beliefs and our faith or 
advocating for the vulnerable.  We don’t have the confidence to share 
our faith.  When we picture a child with Jesus, can we picture ourselves 
being that child that doesn’t have to have all the adult answers right 
now? But with Christ’s leadership and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, are 
we able to offer who we are and what we have at this moment? 

 
 
September 26, 2021 – Pentecost 18 
James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 
 
At the time Cam Harder visited India, the welcome sign at the New Deli 
airport read:  “In India there are 360 million gods – there should be one for 



 

you.”1  That’s just India.  We are only too aware that there are many other 
gods available to us no matter where we are.  What our readings stress for 
us today is that it is important to be specific when seeking the help and 
presence of our God through Christ.   If we want Jesus to be present with us, 
if we want Jesus to act and send the power of his healing, love, and grace, 
then we are invited to ask him directly.  The epistle of James reassures us 
that God is compassionate and acts powerfully when the community prays 
“in the name of the Lord” (5:14-15).  Mark raises the issue of yet something 
else that confuses Jesus’ disciples – prayers and the casting out of demons 
happen when anyone – whether they are part of Christ’s “in-group” or not – 
sincerely prays “in Christ’s name”.  
 
• Thus, our prayers are intentionally ‘through Jesus Christ our Lord’ or 

address Jesus in some form at the outset. 
 
• Today’s gospel invites us to ponder: 
 
• This passage lends itself to being sensitive to other faiths that recognize 

Jesus in some way.  For example, both the Jewish and Muslim faiths 
include Jesus as one of their prophets. In today’s multi-faith culture, how 
can we, when we pray at a public function, rephrase that line to be clear 
that our god of choice is Jesus, but does not discount others and their 
beliefs? 

 
• The issue for the disciples in vv. 38-41 is ‘boundary maintenance.  

Someone --“not following us” – was doing ministry in Jesus’ name and 
the disciples were unsuccessful at stopping that person.  Scripture does 
not tell us why this is so troubling, and it is inappropriate to speculate 
what the reasons may be.  There just isn’t enough information.  Jesus’ 
response does not show concern for motive, only the consequences of 
the action – both for the community of faith (v. 40) and for the person 
doing the ministry in Christ’s name (v. 41).    

 
1 Cameron Harder, Discovering the Other:  Asset Based Approaches to Building Community Together, (Herndon:  
The Alban Institute, 2013), Kindle Electronic Edition, location 308. 



 

• On one level the phrase “in my name” or “in Christ’s name” simply means 
“on behalf of.”  Most of our ministries are us being the hands, feet, voice 
for Jesus.  On another level, however, the phrase or evoking the name 
of Jesus carries much more weight because the “name” is connected to 
the power and identity of Christ.  Thus, the community that acts in 
Christ’s name or calls upon the power of God in Christ’s name is 
essentially keeping Jesus’ presence in the world.  His kingdom has no 
end …  

 
• The gospel lesson is a wonderful book end to where we began at the 

beginning of September.  The Syrophoenician woman spoke of knowing 
‘crumbs’ about Jesus and that led her to seek him out for healing.  Now, 
there are those, that may not follow, but have some indication of who 
Jesus is as the Son of God.  They are using their ‘crumbs’ – knowledge 
of God’s power through Jesus’ name -- to intercede for others … Jesus 
notes that people on the ‘outside’ could very well be finding their way 
‘inside’ -- “for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able 
… to speak evil of me (v. 39).  Is this not encouraging to those who think 
they do not know how to pray, or perhaps think they have no ministry, or 
feel that the time (worship, maintenance, committees, studies …) they 
contribute to the life of the parish has little to do with the mission of 
Christ?  All that is done in the name of Jesus, continues his life and 
ministry in and for the world. 

 
• Jesus in verses 42-48 has some strong things to say about skandalizein 

(Greek) – a much harsher word than the English “stumble.”  However, 
Jesus is emphasizing that “stumbling blocks” can cause people to be so 
horrified that they cannot stay, they cannot vision there is a place for 
them in the community.  In the context of today’s gospel reading, the 
‘scandal’ or stumbling block is anything that would divert or discourage 
people from their faith, discipleship and lead them to abandon God, ie. 
Sin. 

• His first warning is about things that would be harmful to “the little ones 
who believe.”  These “little ones” can refer to children, the vulnerable, 



 

those who are new to the faith, or those “who are not following us.”   
Derailing anyone, discounting their belief especially by those who know 
better, is an offense where the ‘better’ consequence for the misdeed is 
to be thrown into the sea with a millstone around one’s neck… Jesus is 
not advocating for a sentence of death, he is using hyperbole to explain 
the seriousness of the offence.  Jesus is indicating that yes, he will judge 
harshly …  

 
• The remaining verses are interesting in that they are inviting examination 

as to the source of such offensive behaviour.  The images, Jesus’ 
exaggerations (self-mutilation being the ‘better’ consequence) suggests 
that it is better for the offender(s) to step back or away from the 
community.  It is ok, and it is very loving to expect people to change or 
to leave a group if the only fruit that is coming forth is toxic.   

 
• This is something to ponder.  Often people do not challenge bad 

behaviours because it is thought to be unchristian, unloving, and 
unforgiving.  But is it not loving to ask or help people to be the best they 
can be – the person God created her/him to be?  Is it not forgiving to be 
honest about the health of relationships and set boundaries as to what 
is appropriate – which may mean a halt to any contact?  Jesus calls us 
to love; Jesus (in verses 49-50) calls us to be salt.  Salt in Jesus’ day 
was a very precious commodity – to flavour and preserve food; it was 
used for medical purposes; it was the currency for some salaries (eg. 
Roman Soldiers).  It is very Christian, very loving, very forgiving to be 
salt, to accept that we are ‘precious in God’s sight’ (Is. 43:4) to be the 
salt that seeks to be at peace … the peace that passes all understanding 
… the peace that calls upon the power of God through Jesus Christ to 
call out the “demons” that sour a community or any relationship for that 
matter. 
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