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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

18th Sunday after Pentecost (Season of Creation)

WELCOME, CELEBRATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND THANKS

We acknowledge with thanksgiving that we gather on the unceded territories of the Coast 
Salish peoples, and especially those of the Snuneymuxw people. 

We seek a new relationship with the first peoples here, one based in honour and respect, 
and we thank them for their hospitality.

OPENING RESPONSES

The heavens declare the glory of God.
The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.

The plants and trees show God’s presence.
Let us join with creation in praising God.

God of all creation,
who moves and inspires us through every time and season,
we bless you and praise you for the gift of life in your good created world.
Grant to us grace and humility to so order our lives
that we may honour you among all peoples and nations,
create wholesome and right companionship with our fellow living creatures,
and work for the healing of this world that you created.

Teach us to see and hear your power in the winds and waves,
mountains and valleys and rivers,
so that we may glorify your goodness to us
and live rightly in your creation.
We pray to you through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Spirit,
Three in One, One in Three, now and forever. Amen.
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GLORIA IN EXCLESIS

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

O God,
pour out your Spirit over all the world
and inspire every heart with knowledge and love of you.
May we who confess Jesus as Lord set aside whatever obscures this faith,
so that our witness to your love may shine clearly in all our days,
for with him you live and reign in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God for ever and ever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT - Esther 7.1-6,9-10; 9.20-22 (Susan Wakefield)

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were
drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, ‘What is your petition, Queen Esther? It 
shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall 
be fulfilled.’ Then Queen Esther answered, ‘If I have won your favour, O king, and if it 
pleases the king, let my life be given me – that is my petition – and the lives of my people
– that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be 
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killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I 
would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.’ 
Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, ‘Who is he, and where is he, who presumed 
to do this?’ Esther said, ‘A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!’ Then Haman was 
terrified before the king and queen.

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, ‘Look, the very 
gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at 
Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.’ And the king said, ‘Hang him on that.’ So they hanged 
Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king 
abated.

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the 
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by 
year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month 
that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a 
holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts 
of food to one another and presents to the poor. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 124 (Kenna Botterell)

If the Lord had not been on our side,
let Israel now say;

if the Lord had not been on our side,
when enemies rose up against us;

then would they have swallowed us up alive
in their fierce anger toward us;

then would the waters have overwhelmed us
and the torrent gone over us;

then would the raging waters
have gone right over us.
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Blessed be the Lord
who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

EPISTLE – James 5.13-20
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The 
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for 
one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain,
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and 
the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back
by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save
the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL - Mark 9.38-50 – Reverend Deborah van der Goes

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

John said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; for 
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no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterwards to speak evil 
of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup 
of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.

If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 
thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And 
if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to 
have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it 
out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 
and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how 
can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.’ 

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE SERMON- Reverend Deborah van der Goes

SONG - How Great Thou Art (CP423) sung by Keith Brankston

1. O, Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder
   consider all the works thy hand hath made,

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed,

(Refrain:) Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
How great thou art, how great thou art,
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
How great thou art, how great thou art!

2. When thru the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, (Refrain)
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3. But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin, (Refrain)

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and claim his own, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” (Refrain)

THE CREED

Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father,
He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Lynn Green
We pray for the church, the world and all who are in need.
Our response today is:  Hear us O Lord.  For your mercy is great!
 
Generous God, your son gave his life that we might come to peace with you.  Give us a 
share of your Spirit, and in all that we do empower us to bring glory to the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
Hear us O Lord.  For your mercy is great!
 
We pray for Your Church and its ministry throughout the world:
In our world-wide cycle of prayer we pray for the Episcopal Church of the United States, 
Michael Curry, presiding Bishop. In Canada, we pray for our Primate Linda Nicolls.
We pray today for the Ecclesiastical Province of BC-Yukon; and the Diocese of new 
Westminster, Bishop John Stevens. In the Diocese of B.C. we pray for bishop Anna; the 
people of St. Mary Magdalene, Mayne Island and Rector Blair Haggert; and the people of
St. Margaret, Galiano Island, with Clergy Sarah Tweedale. From our parish list we lift up 
Susan DiNovo and Emily Hymers,her daughter; and Bev Doyle and her family. Bless all 
who have been baptised and encourage us in our journey of faith.  Sustain all members of
the body of Christ in lives of prayer, worship and service.
Hear us O Lord.  For your mercy is great!
 
We pray for the natural wonders of your creation: the ocean, rivers, forests, mountains, 
and the islands that surround us. Restore our damaged waterways and natural habitats and
teach us to be good stewards of all your hands have provided.
Hear us O Lord.  For your mercy is great!
 
We pray for all who are in authority; giving thanks for the democratic process by which 
we are governed in this country. Strengthen all those who have been newly elected, and 
imbue them with a desire to protect the vulnerable and the marginalized. Give leaders at 
all levels of government wise minds and compassionate hearts, so that all our neighbours 
can live with dignity and respect.
Hear us O Lord.  For your mercy is great!
 
We pray for those in our midst who are in need of your healing touch: Betty, Dorothy 
Lorrain, Tony, Louise, Eileen, the Moxams, Andy, Lorna, Sheila, Nathaniel, Kyrell, 
Donna Jean.....  (who would you have us pray for today?)
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Provide for all those who are struggling with covid, cancer, depression, dementia, or any 
other disease; and for those who have lost homes or loved ones in recent weeks.  Give 
them peace and resilience for the difficult days ahead.  Sustain them by your love and 
grant them and their care givers energy and patience.
Hear us O Lord.  For your mercy is great!
 
We give thanks for all your saints, those we have known and loved and those from every 
time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised 
salvation.
Hear us O Lord.  For your mercy is great!
 
Receive these our prayers O God and those in our hearts known only to you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND PARDON

All creation invites us to join our voices in praise to God. Trusting in God’s mercy and 
grace, let us confess our sin to God and one another.

Generous God,
you created us and placed us here to care for all of creation.
Forgive us for turning away from you and for neglecting the earth.
Raise us up and make us again stewards of your creation
that we may see your presence in all that surrounds us;
through Christ we pray. Amen.

Hear and receive this good news to all who long to see and encounter Christ. Today, 
salvation comes to this house. Know that we are forgiven and live in peace with one 
another and with the earth.

THE PEACE

You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS:

Bless these gifts and our lives, O God,
that we may share ourselves and our belongings with those in need.
Lift up our voices with those of all creation that sing out in praise
for your grace and love. Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,
for the gift of a world full of wonder,
and for our life which comes from you.
By your power you sustain the universe.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

You created us to love you with all our heart,
and to love each other as ourselves,
but we rebel against you by the evil that we do.
In Jesus, your Son,
you bring healing to our world
and gather us into one great family.
Therefore, with all who serve you
on earth and in heaven,
we praise your wonderful name, as we say,

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We give you thanks and praise, loving Father,
because in sending Jesus, your Son, to us
you showed us how much you love us.
He cares for the poor and the hungry.
He suffers with the sick and the rejected.
Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back
but overcame hatred with love.

On the cross
he defeated the power of sin and death.
By raising him from the dead
you show us the power of your love
to bring new life to all your people.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

On the night before he gave up his life for us,
Jesus, at supper with his friends,
took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them,
saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it:
this is my body which is given for you.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine,
said the blessing, gave it to his friends,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:
this is the cup of my blood,
the blood of the new and eternal covenant,
which is shed for you and for many,
so that sins may be forgiven.
Do this in memory of me.”
Glory to you for ever and ever.

Gracious God,
with this bread and wine
we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus,
and we offer ourselves to you in him.
Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts,

11



that we may know the presence of Jesus
in the breaking of bread,
and share in the life
of the family of your children.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

Father, you call us to be your servants;
fill us with the courage and love of Jesus,
that all the world may gather in joy
at the table of your kingdom.
We sing your praise, almighty Father,
through Jesus, our Lord,
in the power of the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever.
Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD:

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
We, being many, are one body,
for we all share in one bread.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus invites us to come to the table.
Here, in this bread and wine,may we encounter Christ
who calls us to care for the poor, the earth, and all who are in need.
All who long for Christ are welcome at this table.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

All are welcome to come and receive Holy Communion.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DOXOLOGY

Glory to God, whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God
from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING

May God the Creator who made heaven and earth
bless us with creativity and wonder.
May Jesus who walked through fields and cities
bless us with kind hands and listening ears.
May the Holy Spirit who is around us and within us
bless us with the courage to be caring and just;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

SENDING FORTH 

Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation,
and bring forth the fruits of righteousness.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Prayer Chain:  Prayer requests for the prayer chain please 
call Sue Dobson   250-751-9388

14


	Welcome to

