
A morning service during the Covid-19 restrictions
18th Sunday after Pentecost – September 26,2021

Prelude: “You Are Salt For the Earth”. Text and Music: Marty Haugen (1950 - ), © 1986 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.  Reprint/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #606702-A . 

Opening Sentence
Your word, O Lord, is truth; sanctify us in the truth. (John 17:17)

Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship almighty God, let us with penitent and obedient
hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your name.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us
in all goodness, and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

How Firm a Foundation
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in God’s excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said, to you who to Jesus for refuge have fled?

‘Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous omnipotent hand.’

‘When through the deep waters I call thee to go, the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.’

‘When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply:
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.’

‘The soul that on Jesus shall lean for repose I will not - I will not desert to his foes;
that soul, thou all hell should endeavour to shake, I’ll never - no, never - no, never forsake.
Text: John Rippon (1751-1836) called “K” in A Selection of Hymns, 1787. Melody: Welsh Hymn melody ‘Genuine Church Music, 1832'. Reprint/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License
#606702-A . 

The Proclamation of the Word: Esther 7:1-6,9-10; 9:20-22
Psalm 124

 1 If the Lord had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;

5 Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.

6 Blessed be the Lord! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.



7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

James 5:13-20  
Mark 9.38-50 A reflection on the readings (written by the Ven. Glen Miller)

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear!
It sooths our sorrows, heals our wounds and drives away our fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole, and calms the troubled breast; 
‘tis manna to the hungry soul, and to the weary rest.

Dear Name! The rock on which I build, my shield and hiding place,
my never failing treasury, filled with boundless stores of grace.

Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, my Prophet, Priest and King,
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, accept the praise I bring.

Weak is the effort of my heart and cold my warmest thought;
but when I see thee as thou art, I’ll praise thee as I ought.
Text: John Newton (1725-1807) alt. Music: Alexander Robert Reinagle (1799-1877). Reprint/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #606702A

The Prayer of the People (see litany below and...)
Parish Prayer cycle: Marion Landriault’s family, Jeff Park
Our prayers have been requested for: Thelma, Wendy, Vivian, Spruce, Tom. 
We continue to pray for  the front line workers who serve in the midst of this pandemic and our
Archbishop, Anne Germond. St. Michael and All Angels, Thunder Bay, The Rev. Enid Pow.  For the
newly elected government and for the introduction of the national day to focus on truth and
reconcliation. We also pray for the congregation at the Church of the Ascension and the Rev. Canon Dr.
John Gibaut, interim priest. 



Prayers of the People - Litany # 3 (Let us offer our prayers to the source of all love and all life, saying,
“Lord, hear our prayer.”)
Merciful Lord, we pray for all who call themselves Christians: that we may become a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, to the praise of Christ Jesus our Saviour. Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for N our bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers: that they may remain faithful to
their calling and rightly proclaim the word of truth. Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for Elizabeth our Queen, for the leaders of the nations, and all in authority: that your people
may lead quiet and peaceable lives. Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for this city and those who live here, the poor and the rich, the elderly and the young, men
and women: that you will show your goodwill to all. Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for the victims of our society and those who minister to them: that you will be their help and
defence. Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for those preparing for baptism, (for those recently baptized): that they may be strengthened
in the faith. Lord, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for all the saints who have found favour in your sight from earliest times, prophets,
apostles, martyrs, and those whose names are known to you alone: and we pray that we too may be
counted among your faithful witnesses. Lord, hear our prayer.

The Collect of the day
 Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered by your Holy Spirit into one, may show forth
your power among all peoples, to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

The Lord’s prayer
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life

Where cross the crowded ways of life, where cries of tribe and race resound,
amid the noise of selfish strife, O Chirst, your word of love is found.

In haunts of wretchedness and need, on shadowed thresholds, dark with fears,
from path where hide the lures of greed, we catch the vision of thy tears.

From children’s wounded helplessness, from men and women’s grief and toil,
from famished souls, from sorrow’s stress, your heart has never known recoil.

The cup of water given for you still holds the freshness of your grace;
yet long the multitudes to view the strong compassion of your face.

O Jesus, from the mountainside make haste to heal these hearts of pain;
among these restless throngs abide; O tread the city’s streets again.

Till all the world shall learn your love and follow where your feet have trod;
till glorious from your heaven above shall come the city of our God.
Text: Frank Mason North (1850  - 1935 ) alt. ©The Sisterhood of St. John the Divine.  Music: William Gardiner (1770-1853) Sacred Melodies1815. Reprint/Podcast/Streamed permission from  One
License #606702-A 

Final  Blessing & Dismissal 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. People Thanks be to God!
Postlude: “Before the World Began”. Text and music: John L. Bell. (1949 - ). © 1987 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland). G.I.A. Publications Inc. Reprint/Podcast/Streamed permission from  One
License #606702-A  The text above is taken from the Book of Alternative Service published by the Anglican Church of Canada and used with permission. The words of the Hymns are all in public
domain unless otherwise noted.


