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If you are new with us today we are on the final week of a mini-series called Marriage, 
Might and Money where Jesus looks at three of the most important topics of life and 
shows us how God wants us to win in them. 
 
So when it comes to sexuality our culture thinks God has nothing of worth to add – His 
ideas are prudish and restrictive and sex is fun.  So do it with whoever you can as much 
as you can and that’s how you win.  But Jesus disagrees.  And you’ve got to decide 
whether you are going to take His word for it or whether you know better.  But He thinks 
God’s views on sex are not only relevant, but awesome. 
 
So we looked at the biblical template of being vulnerable with someone who isn’t just in 
it for themselves, but actually loves you and puts what is best for you first – body, mind 
and soul – and that’s real sex.  And Jesus says that can only happen when a man and a 
woman commit themselves to each other in marriage.  All sex outside of this leads to 
your poverty not your good.  And Jesus says I want your good. 
 
Now certainly not all marriage is great.  And so when Jesus bumped into some people 
who thought the goal of marriage was simply avoiding divorce until you die He told them 
they were doing it wrong.  Marriage and sexuality is supposed to be a win! 
… 
That was the first week, then last week we looked at money.  And Jesus says being 
wealthy isn’t a sin, but the rich are easily deceived and that’s bad because we’re rich! 
 
Here’s the thing: money constantly tries to climb into the center of our solar systems, 
and this is a particular danger for the wealthy.  And Jesus says its impossible to buy our 
way into heaven. 
 
So if you are rich and at risk here the answer is to give generously.  Jesus doesn’t need 
your money, but if you can give it away it will confirm for you that Jesus is your God.   
… 
Well today we are looking at power, which completes the triad of human success.  
People love positions and influence, and just like with sex and money this too is not 
bad, but Jesus says there is a way to wield power that leads to life, and a way that leads 
to abuse and brokenness.   
 

1.) What is your name? 
2.) Of the big three - money, sex and power - which one is most sought after by 

people in your circle?  Why? 
3.) Name a role model or hero of yours.  How did they attain this position of 

influence in your life? 
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If you’ve got a Bible on your phone or you brought a paper one please open it to Mark 
10.  We are going to pick it up today in verse 32.  And as you find that would you stand 
with me in hunger to hear God speak.  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Mark 10:32-52] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
So we are in the third week of the Marriage, Might and Money mini-series, but we are 
also at the end of a greater series called On the Way.  And we are looking at a section 
in Mark where Jesus sets His mind on going to the cross and showing us what it means 
to follow Him. 
 
And this section started back in chapter 8 verse 22 with Jesus healing a blind man.  And 
it ends with Jesus healing the bling man in today’s passage.  And three times in this 
section Jesus tells His disciples that He’s on His way to the cross to die.  And three 
times His disciples get His intentions wrong – they prove they are still blind. 
 
So in chapter 8 Peter rebukes Jesus and gets called Satan – not Pete’s best day.  And 
then in chapter 9 John, the disciple of love, gets told if you won’t love people like I love 
them you can go to hell – not John’s best day.  And now here in chapter 10 it is James 
and John who get corrected.  Peter, James and John – these are the big disciples; 
they’ve spent three years with Jesus, and they are still blind and need to be healed. 
… 
Friends, wherever you are at today in your journey towards Jesus this is the challenge 
and the gospel.  If you are brand new at faith, or you’ve been following for 50 years 
there’s still more.  You don’t have Jesus figured out.  You’re not better than Peter, 
James and John.  We all need to be healed us so we can see Him more clearly.  But 
like the crowd says: Cheer up!  On your feet!  Jesus is calling you.   
 
So let’s jump into the text, and we are going to focus on James and John and their 
pursuit of power today.  So in verse 35 they come to Jesus with a question “Teacher, 
we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”  Now isn’t that quite a prayer?   
… 
I’m a dad so I’m used to being peppered by questions my dad called “kinderfragen.”  
Kinderfragen is a German word that means children’s questions.  And it’s the answer he 
gave whenever I asked stupid questions.   
 
So “Dad, are we there yet?”  Kinderfragen.  “Dad, how come when you cook dinner we 
eat turnips?”  Kinderfragen.  “Dad, where do babies come from?”  Go ask your mom. 
 
Kids are amazing at asking questions parents aren’t interested in answering.  And the 
disciples are like Jesus’ kids.  But I’m blown away by how gracious He is with them.   
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So James and John are in Jesus’ inner circle.  He has spent so much time teaching 
them who He is and how to live and how to pray.  And this is the best they can come up 
with: “Dear Jesus, give me what I want.  Amen.” 
 
But Jesus is gracious.  He hears them out.  And the gospel is all over this.  Jesus hangs 
out with dumb people – isn’t that awesome!?  Jesus hangs out with people who get Him 
wrong.  Jesus hangs out with Peter, James and John and He doesn’t give up on them.  
He loves them.  And that’s good news for me.  
 
So what are James and John asking for?  Verse 37: 

“When You sit on Your glorious throne, we want to sit in places of honor next to You, 

one on Your right and the other on Your left.” (Mark 10:37) 
 
It’s pretty straight forward what they want – they want power.  They want influence.  And 
they want to use Jesus to get there. 
… 
Now there are two wrong beliefs when it comes to power that Jesus identifies in this 
passage.  Some people abuse power and other people despise power.  And Jesus says 
both are wrong. 
… 
So some people believe power is an end in itself.  It’s a thing that should be desired in 
order to be able to get what we want.  And these people end up abusing their power.  
Now James and John aren’t planning to abuse power here, but you don’t have to plan to 
abuse power to end up accomplishing that.  And they are deceived in this moment. 
 
So here’s the expectation:  Jesus is going to ride into Jerusalem on a white horse.  He’s 
going to take out Herod and his corrupt group of cronies.  Then He’s going to overthrow 
Pilot and his spineless political henchmen.  Then ultimately, He’s going to force Caesar 
to relinquish His grip on Israel as He takes the throne.  Nobody’s going to stand in His 
way; He’s got the power; He’s got the authority and Jesus is going to rule! 
 
This is the expectation.  And every ruler has a group of viceroys who oversee the 
smaller districts that He can’t be bothered with.  And James and John want those seats. 
They want to attain power in order to increase their personal greatness.  And there is 
nothing wrong with gaining power.  
 
But notice how they see no problem with the way they are going about this.  They are 
trying to sneak in ahead of the other disciples, and these are their friends, and yet they 
are trying to push them out.  And really they even have no regard for Jesus.  They are 
trying to use Him to climb to the top.  Some people abuse power.   
… 
But other people despise power and those who have it.  So you’ve undoubtedly heard 
the adage “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  This was coined 
by an English historian who lived in the mid 19th century who looked out at the good 
intentions of those aspiring to power but then watched as they gained it and turned evil.   
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And he concluded power was bad.  And actually there is a general attitude within 
religious circles that lines up with this.   
 
So if I asked everyone to put their hands up if you want to be rich there would be some 
here who would say “Yeah, that’s me.”  But there would be others, I think a majority, 
who would tend to say “that doesn’t sound quite right.  Ambition like this is a bit off 
colour.  I might want that, but I don’t really want to admit it in church.” 
 
And similarly if I said raise your hands if you want to become powerful there would be 
some who would say “Yes, I want more influence.”  But a majority would not want to 
admit that desire whether you had it or not.  And that’s because ambition to power 
seems dangerous or worldly or dirty.  And one of the reasons for this is that those who 
have little or no power tend to despise it.   
 
So how good are Canadians at pointing out the faults of those in government?  I mean 
doesn’t one person become Prime Minister and the rest of us just turn into the official 
opposition?  Have you noticed how easy it is to be negative about those in power? 
… 
The default for those without power is to despise those who have it or aspire to it.   
 
And notice what happens down in verse 41.  James and John pray their ambitious 
prayer for power and then Mark tells us: 

When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they were 

indignant. (Mark 10:41) 
 
Pete and the rest of the boys get mad.  But this isn’t righteous anger.  They aren’t 
saying “Oh my goodness you sons of thunder.  You don’t understand what Jesus is 
about.  Why are you guys so selfish?” 
 
That’s not their concern.  Their concern is that James and John are aspiring to positions 
above them.  And this makes them indignant – they are bubbling over with feelings of 
strong displeasure.  They despise James and John and their desire for power. 
 
But Jesus has an incredibly different approach to power.  He does not think power 
should be used to abuse others, nor does He think those who have it or aspire to it 
should be despised.  Jesus believes power and influence is a worthy pursuit but only 
when done in line with the way His kingdom works. 
… 
So look at what Jesus says about power in verse 42: 

Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this world lord it over 

their people…. But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among 

you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of 

everyone else. (Mark 10:42-44) 
 
Jesus says, “don’t do power like the world does it.  Don’t use power to beat people 
down.”  And don’t despise power thinking it’s evil. 
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Instead Jesus says whoever wants to be a leader in My kingdom, or another translation 
says “Whoever wants to be greatest, must be servant of all.”  Notice Jesus doesn’t say 
“Don’t be great, don’t aspire to be a leader.”  He says “Be great Jesus’ style.” 
 
And there are lots of great people in our faith.  So Paul sought power.  He said: 

 You should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1) 
 
That’s influence and power.  Or think Peter, James and John.  They all went on to lead 
major components of Jesus’ church.  Or think of other heroes like Martin Luther or 
Jonathan Edwards or Mother Theresa or John Piper or Tim Keller or any number of 
other faithful women and men of God.  They have all had power and influence and they 
have used their positions to draw the people around them into abundant life. 
 
Now have people in the church abused and despised power?  Does Satan seek to 
corrupt God’s good gifts?  Of course, but the answer is not to write off the gifts but to 
pursue Jesus.  And Jesus says you should want power.  You should want to great in His 
kingdom.  You should aspire to be a leader.  But we need to do it, not ‘Gangnam Style’, 
but Jesus’ style. 
 
So what’s Jesus’ style when it comes to power?  It’s verse 45.  Jesus says: 

Whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else.  For even the 

Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give His life as a ransom 

for many.” (Mark 10:44-45) 
 
Was Jesus ambitions?  Did Jesus aspire to be great?  Of course He did.  He wanted to 
influence people.  And He attained power like no one else in history.  No one has ever 
held the influence Jesus has exerted on this world over the last 2000 years.  But in spite 
of being the most powerful person who has ever lived no one ever accuses Him of 
having abused His power.  Why? 
 
Well quite simply because Jesus used His power to serve.  He laid His life down as a 
ransom for many. 
… 
Now we aren’t talking about kidnapping here.  In the first century a ransom was the 
price of a slave.  And it was a big number.  If you wanted to free a slave you had to add 
up all the labour and income an owner could expect to gain over the lifetime of the slave 
and that was their ransom value. 
 
And this is what Jesus used His power to pay.  But imagine you were super wealthy.  If 
you were Elon Musk or Julius Caesar then you could pay the price of any slave without 
a problem.  What’s a million bucks if you are loaded.  And Jesus is loaded.  But here He 
takes ransom to a whole new level.  He puts His life up as the ransom.  Jesus 
substitutes His life for ours.   
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And in doing this He actually raises the value of those He is saving.  He’s not paying a 
million bucks for each of us – He could easily afford that.  But He’s paying Himself.  And 
the difference in value is the difference between a good business decision and love.  
And this is what power Jesus’ style looks like.  It means love.   
 
So Jesus doesn’t look at you and say you are worth a million dollars.  What Jesus says 
is you are worth My death to Me.  I want a relationship with you so badly that I will lay 
My life down to make it possible for you to live as I created you to live.  That’s what 
Jesus thinks of you.  And that what Jesus uses His power to accomplish. 
 
And this is the power of the gospel.  Jesus could have forced us into submission.  When 
Rome showed up with their spears and muscle to throw Him on the cross He could 
have uttered a single word and forced Caesar to his knees.  And Jesus could force us to 
our knees as well.  That’s how the world uses power. 
 
But Jesus doesn’t want our submission, He wants our love.  Love is so much more 
valuable than sex or money or power.  In fact it is so big that all the sex and money and 
power in the world can’t buy it.  And we watch the world try and tray again, but that’s the 
point of this section. 
 
Sex isn’t how you win at life.  Money’s not how you win at life.  Power’s not how you win 
at life.  Loving God is how you win at life.  If you see how incredible a gift God gave 
because He loves you and it warms your heart.  And if you fall in love with Him in 
response to what He’s done that’s when you start really living. 
 
And here’s the thing with love: the only way you gain someone’s love is by loving them.  
And that’s what Jesus uses His relationships and resources and influence to 
accomplish.  He loves us. 
 
And the greatest act of love is to lay your life down for another.  And so Jesus does this 
seeking to win our love with His sacrifice.  The Son of Man gives His life as a ransom.  
This is His glory.  This is His power.  And this is the irony of this passage as well.   
… 
So when James and John ask to sit on His right and left in His glory they had no idea 
what they were asking.  I mean where is Jesus’ glory most obviously on display?  
Where is the space in which He accomplishes more for God’s kingdom than anywhere 
else?  It’s when He’s on the cross.  The cross is Jesus’ glory.  It was the moment He 
won the world with His love.   
 
Jesus’ gift of self-sacrifice is the greatest exertion of power that has ever happened on 
earth.  And James and John are like “Yeah, we’ll drink that cup.” 
 
And Jesus is like “Oh boy.  Well you will drink this cup, but not today.”  And they did.  
Both James and John went on to embrace lives and deaths of sacrifice for Jesus’ 
kingdom.  And here’s the linchpin Jesus wants this for us too.  And that’s because it’s 
when we live out lives of power Jesus’ style, following His footsteps, that we really live.   
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… 
Now just a couple thoughts about what this looks like as we close.  First what it’s not:  
It’s not niceness.  There are lots of nice people in the world, but without Jesus the 
greatest acts of kindness are self-serving not loving.   
 
So if I help an old lady across the street without Christ, or give money to charity, or 
volunteer my time all of these acts are ultimately selfish.   
 
I just want to be known as the kind of guy who helps old ladies cross the street – you’ll 
think I’m awesome!  And if I do it enough then God will think I’m awesome too and let 
me into heaven.  That’s works salvation. 
 
Every good thing a person does is selfish… unless it has been inspired and empowered 
by Christ.  Here’s the difference: When Jesus gave up His life to win us to Himself He 
did this not to make us submit, but to inspire us to fall in love with Him.  And love is the 
only action that can be selfless. 
 
It's love that makes a parent endure the stupid questions of their children.  It’s love that 
enables a husband and wife not to stay married until they die but to have a vibrant and 
joyful marriage.  And it is love that ultimately has the greatest influence and power.  
When you love someone you will do anything for them.  And you won’t do it because 
you have to but because you want to. 
 
And the reality is that there has never been anyone more powerful than Jesus – He has 
literally turned the world right side up for the last 2000 years.  And Jesus wants you to 
exercise the same power.  He has placed you where you are to transform that space for 
Him. 
 
So brothers and sisters, desire to be great in Jesus’ kingdom.  Be a leader among your 
friends and coworkers and in the church and in the city and in the country.  Be a 
powerful.  But be powerful Jesus’ style.   
 
See Jesus for who He is and how much He loves you.  And then seek to lead the 
people around you towards the abundance of life Jesus offers by laying your life down 
and loving them as you’ve been loved. 
 


