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15 WEST 14TH STREET, SPENCER, IA  51301 
www.bethluthspencer.com 

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Rally Sunday – Outdoor Worship at Bethany 

Sunday, September 26, 2021, 9 a.m. 

Welcome to worship! Thank you for joining us for worship in the beautiful outdoors here 

at Bethany or in our livestream to homes near and far away. It is our hope that each and 

every one of you experience the love of Christ this morning and His presence during our 

worship service today. 

We are in the season after Pentecost. The liturgical color for this season is green (it is 

also used for the season of Epiphany). Green is the color of vegetation, living things and 

the promise of new life. As we speak of Pentecost Sunday as the “birth of the Church,” so 

the lengthy Pentecost season reflects the life and growth of the Church.  

Our service today includes Holy Communion. All who seek Christ’s true presence 

promised to us through the bread and wine, body and blood, are welcome and invited to 

commune. We are using self-contained communion kits. If you did not receive one, please 

let an usher know. 

Today’s service also includes two milestone recognitions: Bibles for our third grade 

students and Keychains for our eleventh grade students. We join with our families in 

celebrating these events. 

Our worship leaders are: Pastor Jeff Geiger and Deacon Lynn Egesdal and on the 

keyboard, Elina Leander Ozolins. Many thanks to our worship volunteers: 

Greeter: Mary Marske 

Reader: Jaci Schrier 

Ushers: Doug & Mary Marske 

 

 

 

http://www.bethluthspencer.com/
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PRELUDE: “Sunday Joy!” – Mark Hayes 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.         C: Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.     C: Amen. 

GATHERING SONG: “Here I am to Worship” 

Light of the world you stepped down into darkness opened my eyes let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore you hope of a life spent with you. 

So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, here I am to say that you're my God 

And you're altogether lovely altogether worthy altogether wonderful to me. 

King of all days oh so highly exalted glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came to the earth you created all for love's sake became poor 

And I'll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross 

And I'll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross 

CCLI Song # 3266032 Tim Hughes © 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the 
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1157729 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a share of your 

Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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FIRST READING Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we 

had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the 

melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at 

all but this manna to look at.” Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the 

entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said 

to the Lord, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, 

that you lay the burden of all this people on me? Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, 

that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land 

that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For 

they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I am not able to carry all this people alone, 

for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if 

I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather 

for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over 

them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” So Moses 

went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and 

placed them all around the tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took 

some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon 

them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, 

and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but 

they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told 

Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of 

Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But Moses said to him, “Are you 

jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord‘s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his 

spirit on them!” 

R: The word of the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM 19:7-14 

P: The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;  

     the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

C: The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 

     the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

P: The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 

     the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

C: More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

    sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

P: By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 

C: Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

P: Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 

     then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
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C: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 

    O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

SECOND READING James 5:13-20 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 

Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, 

anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will 

raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one 

another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful 

and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for 

three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain 

and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 

and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering 

will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

R: The word of the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God! 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “A Celtic Alleluia” ELW 174 

 

Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker Music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP 

Publications Inc, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213 All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted/podcast/streamed 

with permission under OneLicense #728889-A Valid for: 5/03/2021– 5/02/2022 All rights reserved. 

GOSPEL MARK 9:38-50 

P: The Holy Gospel according...           C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop 

him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of 

power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. 

For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will 

by no means lose the reward. “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 
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believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed 

than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to 

stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 

And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with 

one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is 

never quenched. “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how 

can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.            C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Jeff Geiger 

SERMON Deacon Lynn Egesdal 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “This Little Light of Mine” 

This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; (3x) 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; (3x) 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; (3x) 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Text: African American spiritual; Music: African American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935; Arr. © Horace 

Clarence Boyer. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under OneLicense #728889-A Valid for: 5/03/2021– 

5/02/2022 All rights reserved. 

MILESTONE RECOGNITIONS 

Grade 3: Bible Milestone and  

Grade 11: Keychain Milestone 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

Spoken Response:        L: Lord in your mercy.     C: Hear our prayer. 

OFFERING: “All Creatures of Our God and King” – Cindy Berry  

OFFERTORY: “Healer of Our Every Ill” ELW 612, refrain 

Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow 

Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow. 

Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. Reprinted/podcast/streamed 

with permission under OneLicense #728889-A Valid for: 5/03/2021– 5/02/2022 All rights reserved. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN:  “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 

Refrain: 

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory;  

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set or hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness shining; 

Jesus, light of the world, light of the world, shine upon us, 

set us free by the truth you now bring us. Shine on me, Shine on me: (Refrain) 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness, 

ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here, 

may our lives tell your story. Shine on me, Shine on me: (Refrain) 

CCLI Song # 30426 Graham Kendrick © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1157729 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: “Joy Overflowing” – Cindy Berry 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

*   *   * 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Health Concerns: 

  Jed Cameron, Gary Lundquist, Kim McCune, Marv & Ethel Schmidt 

  Ed Duffney (Lloyd Duffney’s son);  

  Jack Lyster (Jill Meyer’s brother); 

  Lawrence Johnson (Susan Rohan’s father); 

   Greg & Nancy Schroeder (Pastor Jeff’s cousins) 

  Michele Summers (Joan Wimmers’ daughter) 

  Nancy Anderson (Val Van Ampting, Laurie Conlon and Mary Ann Quail’s cousin) 

Those who mourn:  

  The family of Joshua Curry; 

  The family of LaVonne Kramer 

Thanksgiving:  

  The marriage of Angie Kabrick & Lyle Youngdahl on September 18 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

We hope you will stay for Fellowship Time and for Rally Sunday activities after worship today. This is a 

time to meet new friends, catch up with old friends and enjoy the community we share in Christ! Join us! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ROOM AT THE TABLE FUNDRAISER This year marks the ninth year of Bethany’s “Room at the Table” 

program. Our special fundraiser for this ministry concludes today, however we will continue to accept 

donations throughout the year. Many thanks to everyone who has supported this ministry over the years! 

GIFT TIME Growing (or Generations) In Faith Together is a new spin on our education time. We understand 

that weekends are busy and a coveted “family” time; so instead, we encourage you to start adding back 

into your family’s schedule a midweek time to worship and learn together. Beginning this Wednesday, 

September 29 we will offer an afternoon into evening routine that includes a time for learning, supper 

and worship. Please refer to the calendar below for a detail of the evening schedule. Also, we are looking 

for folks to help with GIFT time activities. If you have questions or would like to help, please talk to Lynn 

Egesdal, coordinator of Children, Youth and Family Ministries at Bethany. You can reach her by phone at 

the church (262-2327) or via email: lynn@bethluthspencer.com.  

mailto:lynn@bethluthspencer.com
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CALENDAR: 

Sunday, September 26 - Rally Sunday 

 9:00 am Outdoor Worship: Milestone celebrations: 

                           Grade 3 Bibles & Grade 11 Keychains 

      worship is followed by Fellowship Time and Rally Day activities 

Monday, September 27 

 6:00 pm Cub Scouts Den Meetings 

Tuesday, September 28 

 5:00 pm Service Rebroadcast-SMU Channel 

 10:00 am Staff Meeting (JG) 

Wednesday, September 29 

 9:30 am Bible Study and Prayer Group 

 10:00 am Service Rebroadcast-SMU Channel 2 

 12:00 pm Pastors Text Study 

 4:00 pm WOW Time for Preschool (age 4) through Grade 6 

 5:30 pm Light Supper for Families and Individuals 

 6:30 pm Worship 

 6:30 pm Confirmation (Grades 7-8) 

 7:30 pm Bethany Youth Group a.k.a. BYG (Grades 9-12) 

Saturday, September 25 

 7:30 am Men of Bethany Bible Study (In person & via Zoom) 

Sunday, September 26 - Rally Sunday 

 9:00 am Worship followed by Fellowship Time 


