
Beyond Me…Romans 12:3-8; Luke 16 

An Accurate Assessment 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 

ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 

distributed to each of you. Romans 12 

All of you have been given your saving faith in Christ crucified, and that is how you are to measure 

yourselves. That means we need to first of all realize that we are all the same. Tim Keller 

Divinely Interconnected 

4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 

function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

Romans 12 

We are not independent but rather are interconnected.  

Gifts of Grace 

6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then 

prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to 

encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if 

it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. Romans 12 

There are speaking gifts, leading gifts and serving gifts mentioned.  

Prophesying, prophesy – in alignment with the faith 

Serving, serve – then pitch in 

Teaching, teach – engage the mind 

Giving, give – ‘Let it go’ – no strings attached 

Lead diligently – give careful attention to 

Show mercy, cheerfully – can be exhausting   

Giving of your Time, Talent and Treasure 

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his 

possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your 

management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong 

enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people 

will welcome me into their houses.’ 

5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 

master?’ 

6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. 

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’ 



7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. 

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 

8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of 

this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 

A Proper Perspective on Money 

9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be 

welcomed into eternal dwellings. 

What is your Price? 

13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” Luke 16 

• When money is your master, you will never have enough 

• When money is your master, you will use people to get stuff 

• When money is your master, you can give reluctantly but not from a joy filled heart 

• When money is your master, you will justify spending and rob God 

 

 

 


